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Of the place of his birth 


i 


T happened to 
Grecian poets. 


Home 


the pri 


of 


that the place of his na¬ 


tivity. 

w oula 


was 


never certainly 


known 


and it 


be as difficult to afceitai 


the 


ntry 


which gave birth to Efop 


fo much have 


tient authors 


differed alfo upon 


thi 


Some have thought him a 


in 


the 


city of 



Lyd 


ard 


the capi 


fubje£f. 
i, born 
of that 


kingdom 


others have believed he drew his 


origin from the ifland of * Samos 


Some 


have 


maintained that he was a 


Thraci 


of the city of Mefembr 
now, for the moft part 


but 

greed 


are 


that he 


a native of Phryg 


ther 


Amorium, or 


6 Cotiaeum 

However ; 


both towns in the fame province 


as 


may be allowabl 


to 


je£fu 


on a point lo oumous, I imagine they who have 
thought him a Lydian, or a Samian, have grounded 
their opinion on the probability of his. King 


their opinion on the p 
born in one ol thole \ 
the greateft part of h 
that during his ftavery 


fe 


h 


tion was in 

he was mad 

♦ 

the court of 
this opinion 


the ijfland of 7 Samos 


where he fpent 

and ’tis certain 
common habiti* 
amos : and after 


free 


he lived almoft wholly in 


of Croefus king of Lyd 


is 


not 


plaufible 


ppearance 


the 


"y 


deft 


But though 
tute of a 


probability of h 


a. 


bein.-r 
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being a 8 Phrygian, as it is founded on the 
common content of many antient writers, 
and fupported by the mofb credible authority, is 
now generally received and eftablifhed. 

Notes, 

L 

i Maximus Tyrius, DiiTert. XX. 2 Suidas. 3 The 
Scholiaft on Ariftophanes. Heraclides in Gronov. 
Thef. Grsec. Tom. VI. p. 2827. 4 Maximus Ty- 
rius, Difiert. XXXIJI, Lucian’s True Hiflory, Book II. 
Stobaus. Suidas. A. Gellius. Phaedrus. 5 Planudes. 
6 Suidas. Fabricius. 7 Jadmon at leaft, his laft 
matter, was of this ifland. Suidas fays exprefly, that 
Xanthus was a Lydian. Fabricius indeed calls him a 
Samian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can I find 
any, 8 Phrygia is a province of Afia Minor. 

It may perhaps be acceptable to fome readers, and 
not improper in this place, to add a paflage from the 
learned Mr. Sale, in hi$ notes to the Koran, concern¬ 
ing the Eafteni fabulift Lokman, who has been ima-> 
gined by fome writers to be the fame perfon with our 
Elop. The Arabian writers, fays he, affirm that 
Lokman was the foil of Bauvan, who was the fon or 
grandfon of a lifter or aunt of Job; and that he lived 
fcvcral centuries, even to the time of David, with 
w hom he was converlant in Paleftine. According to 
the defcription they give of his perfon, he muft have 
been deformed enough ; for they fay he was of a 
black complexion, (whence fome call him an Ethio¬ 
pian) with thick lips, and fplay feet: but in return, 
he received from God wifdom and eloquence in a 
great degree ; which, fome pretend, were given him 
in a vifion, on his making choice of wifdom prefera¬ 
bly w the gift of prophecy, either of which were of¬ 
fered him. The generality of the Mohammedans 
therefore hold him to haye been no prophet, but 
only a wife man. As to his condition, they fay, he 
was a Have, but obtained his liberty on the following 
occaflon. His matter having one day given him a 
bitter melon to eat, he paid him fudh exa<ft obedience 
as to eat it all; at which his matter being furprifed, 
:.i!.cd him. How he could eat fo bitter a fruit? To 
y huh lie re^lyed. It was no wonder, that he (hould 

for 
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for once accept a 


bitter fruit from the fame hand 


from whid^ he had received fo many favours. The 
commentators mention feveral quick repartees 


of 


Lokman 


u».aa«a», which together with the 

boyemcntioned, agree fc^ well with what IVTaximus 

the Orien- 
nerally thought to be no 


Pla nudes has writteubf Efop, that from thence 
from the fables attributed to Lokman b 


tals, the latter has 




other than the EftiJft the Greeks 


However that 

be”~(for I think thCSnatter will bear a difpute) I am 
of opinion that Planudes borrowed greatipart of his 
lifedlElop from the traditions hfc met with in the 
Eaft concerning Lokman, concluding them to have 
been the fame perfon, becaufe they were both (laves, 
and fuppofed to be the writers of tho(e fables which 

go under their refpe&ive names, and bear a great re- 

another : for it has long been ob 


* 

It 


femblance 


ferved.bv learned men, that the greater part of that 

* > J * —. ^ ft 1 1 


monk’s performance 

ported by no evidence of 


abfurd romance, and fup 


Sale’s Koran* p 


A collection of Lokman's fables may be found in 


Erp 


Arabic Gram 


between thirty 


and 


forty in number, printed in Arabic, with a Latin 

J _« ^ • f « 1 \ T 


flation. They very much rdemble 


tables ot 


and have moft of them been inferted in 


our 


collections: particularly, the fta 


nking 


old man 


death 


he har 


and 


the torteile — 


The funand the wind— ail of which arc in Erpcnius’s 
collection, under the name oi 


Lokman. The rabies 


of Pilp 


the 


Eafteni, are of quite a difbrent 


ft; long, tedious 


frequently interwoven oi 


with 


have 


OP. IV 


fable from Pilp 


d 


; < . 


UC 


feeond book 


C H A P. 


II. 


Of his perfon , ta:c:;is, and dfp T/.v v 





n I S allowed 


(lave 


from 



all, that LIop w :s 


a 


his youth, and that in 


a 2 


this 
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ill!? condition he ferved fevejra] matters 
am ignorant'vi 


here PJanude 



but I 

authority fp r 

‘ " * of aJl 


afierting that hp was the moil defied 


t c , g ’ ex i“% refemblmg Homer’s Therfites 
i« nd n ° * a " tlent auth °r who thus defcribes him. 

What Planudes adds, that the word Efopfignifies 

the fame with iEthiop, and 5 


on 


was given 


the blackhefsof his vifage 


him 
may 

for though torn 


alfo be very juftly contradicted 

f °P m ' on • thaf {lom "he verb 

atoo, which fignifiei to fcorch, and from the 

OpS uinirh __ • 


, wh , ich %“ fies Vifage, the wo r <J jEthiop 

may be formed; yet we learn from Euflathius, thft 


the word. -/Ethiop 


<etk 

well 

long 

Efop 

Neitl 


the future 
as to burn ; 

the 


&fo) dignifies to (h 


bgnifi 


and; that 


as 


eye 


fignifies a man 


fo that 


ops with an o 


the 


name 


do I 


with fparkling eye 


author, when 


give much credit to the 


he fay 


fame 


that Efop had fuch 


an impediment in his tongue, that be *ouH 

fcaicely utter articulate founds 


to have 


buted th 


as he fee ms 


imperfedfi 


only to have fome ground for the 


to h 


count which h 

taring 


fterwards 


the gift of fpeech. 


appearing; to b 
on him 

of prol 
tells m a Ph 
ddiributed to other 


fabulou 
gives, of Fort 


iin, 

ac- 


in a dream, and 


A1 toge t h 


beftowrVig 


ty is tne (lory which Apollon 

tiiat Mercury 


void 


fo 


all the fciences. had noth 


the 

bii 


)f making 


a 


But 


, having 
the knowledge of 

left for Efop ’but 
with which he endowed 


a principal reafon which 


me from affenting to what Planudes ad 

IS 


prevents 


th 


it cannot be 


m 


aflerted in 


nv 




fupported 


author 



in 


th 


Greek fragment of his 


the contrary 


authority 


difpofiti 


of Aph 


tis 

nd 


th 


d 


Efop had an 


for ever} 


rr « 

O > 
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nd in particular, a &K eai 


and aptitud 


mufic, w#ich 


very confiftent with his 


having a bad 
i Efop being _ 

a hard-favoured vifage 

“ looks, but my mind 

^ m 

Stobasus is 


arid being dumb 


Notes 


pfoached for having 


KOtAtirviv 



nfwered; “ Regard not my 


rr 


*( 


Stobaeus 


>» 


The 


of 


but 


he probably lived tome 


centuries before Planude^ According to 
he lived not long after The-ftms the 


Fabri 


lived not long 

who is the lateft author that he 

long after the fourth . 

guinent, drawn from the words oi 

“ third note on this chapt~" 


As to Mr 


of 


force 


fee th 

Th 


s on tms cnaptti *•- « — — r 

general conftdered the fables of Efop as ° 


of 


w —- — 

laughable kind: • « uruv* »*o y 

(Ariftophancs.) o 


the comic, pleafant 

(1 hys Hefy chhS‘the7called the fables of 
a Book v. chap. 5. I hnd the ftory 
follows. Efop being a ftiepherd, and 
fiock near the temple of Mercury 


that eoct, vviin arucm vuvw, — --v 4 , 

dom" He had a great number ol competitors. < 

. . * . •. Thev all went into the 


with ardent vows, the enjoyment 


• — j 

ceding his 
begged of 

of w i t - 


what was the conlequence 

* 


hey 


of Mercury 


hands 


Efop 


ho 


carrying rich offerings 


the 


nothing valuable to offer 


He 


ed a little honey and milk, 

^ 1 A _ ^ ✓ 


fome flow 


fo much as tied togethe 


Merc 


diftribution of wifdorn 
offerings, gave 


garding 


philofopl 


nc 

not 


to 


afhronomy 


which 

•, in the 

the value of the 
to another rheto- 

and did 


member Efop 


UUI1 y VT11V JLJ ^ i - 

told him in his cradle, 
venting fables, which 


to another poetry ; 
he had finifhed his diftnbu 

a fable which the Hours hac 
e gave Efop the talent of 
s the only thing left in 


the 


3 


Of 


fdom 

the 


fay 


hich 


nudes has done to Efop, that which 


leaft 


for¬ 


given him, is, the maki 


fuch a monfter of him tor 

verfal 



glinefs : an abufe that has found credit fo univer al- 
c, that all the modern painters, fince the urn 


a 3 


Pla nudes 



• • • 

vill 
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Planudes, have drawn him i 
features that fancy could inv 
tion had this monk about Efo 
muft learn it by dream and 



methods of knowledge. He lived about t , 
land years after him, and in all that tra<3 of time 


the worft Ihapes and 
it. But what revela- 

s deforihity } For he 

and not by ordinary 

thou- 


r * . i ui Uiiiw iivi 

hngle author has given the leaf! hint, that Efop 

Ilf' Nr «T 7X_ _ a . 1* . . 1 . * 1 


gly. What credit then can be 


ges 




monk 

In Plutarch's Convivium 


given to an lg- 


that broaches a new ftory after fo many 


Efop is 


of 


guefts, with Solon and the other fages of Greece . 
eis abundance of jeft and raillery amongft them, 

^ ,£? rtl f cl1 ar ^ 1 \ I IJ on ^°P t » hut nobody drolls upon 

have efcaped, had 


gly face, which 

had fuch a verv i 


Perhaps you 


111 . ■* y v;i| win 

had been rude and indecent, to touch upon a n 


fay 


cofd y 


imperfeftion. Not at all. if 


tu- 


In Plato’s Fe;it they 


face 


refembled old 


1 * I , UUV.1U13 , clIH 

this, they twit Efop for having been a (lave, w. 

been" 0 ™,° re .f 5 fault I han de ‘ormity wo.Jd have 


foftly and jo- 
merry upon 

and in 
hich 


The Athenians fet up 


ble ftatue to his 


memory . but had he been fuch a monger as Planudes 


has made of him 


ftatue had been no better than 


_ _ - uian a. 

monument of his iighuefs; it had been kinder to his 


memory to 


that 


proverbs about perfons deformed 


The Greeks have feveral 


igly, had been in the firft rank of them 


Efop, if fo 


when his ftatue flood there 


efp 


ui mind of 

king of Lyd 


put every body 


He was a great favourite of Crcefus 

yed him as his ambaflador 


' -i- j mo auiutuidk 

to Corinth and Delphi; but would fuch a monfter 
r Janudes has fet out, be a fit companion for 


ambai 


I 


or a 
jufti 

painters to change their pencil ; for 'tis certain 
was no deformed peribn, and ’tis probable he 


to the memory of Efop, as to oblig 


handfom 


ifh I could do that 

the 

he 
was 


In anfwer to all this, Mr 


Bentley on Efop’s Fables 


from Euftathi 


before Planudes 


an author who wrote 


cites a paflage 


hundred 


born, which he thinks 


is 


evidently 
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dently built on a fuppofid 
i implies that that 


that Efop 


ugly. 


was 


thius’s time 


He further 


common in Eufta 
that Lucian, 


True Hiftory fay 


they ufed Efop 


I (lands for a buffoon, or jefter 


in the Fortunate 

that made them 


fport ; me an ”ig, a iup^-, ^‘“'ingenious and diver- 

hi5 ^. a ld° U Seed" Vather b/the firft than the 


X fuppofe, that he did 


fables: and 


latter. 


ns fables of themfelves, though 
leafe us extremely, do not give us that for 

that caufes laughter ; but nothing is fo d. 

- much as deformity 


fo 


vertive, or raifes laughter 
efpecially when wit goes along with 
* ' Homer has a mir 


We m 


l'erve, 


mind to excite this 


(lion 


ferious poem, he does lt kj ^ 


means of an ugly man 


and 


god 


and Vulcan, 
gard to Efop 


But Dr. Bentley 


conduct with re- 


He isextreamly m 


to 


have him thought handfom 


he is endeavouring 


all 


at the time that 
prove him 


thor. 


He hopes by his 


his 


no au¬ 
to a- 


for 


he does him in his writ- 


w 


ings 

memory 
fhould a man 


hich is juft fuch a 
as it would be to Sir 


com 


to 


fop 


William D 


of common fame, ptc- 


=~ srs * 

Boyle againft Bentley. 

reader to confider the opini¬ 


on his fae 
Gondibert 


(hall h£re 


the 


ons of thefe two gentlemen, and 
feemeth to him the molt 


take that whi 

obferving 


aws. S' && ssaUfSSi 

Ffnn’q Fables vet, when he came to publiln 
.ion of thole Fables, thought proper to m ake Lfop 


that Mr. Alfop, though a 


writer at that 

-Et of 


111 


the fronti fp 


handiome perfon 
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C H A P. III. 


r 

°f bts condition , and the courfe of his Jiudies 



S O P’s firft mafter 


as may be gathered 


fromj he beforementioned Aphthonius 

Demarchus, furnamed Care 


was Zemarchus 

fias, a native and inhabitant of Athens • 
his pafling feme part of his youth in 


famous 


city 


and 
th 


and noli., V mother r and of fcience 

and polite learning was of no fmall advantage to 

him. Tis probable alfo ' ' ^ 


perceiving 
able 


hi 


that 


his 


manners 


good undemanding 


ely genius, and 


mailer 

asree- 


pacity ; and finding alfo th 


I fat 


th much affe&ion 


h 


th 


flru6ted 


he 


might 


d fidelity 


general 
ferved h 


ca- 


take 


probabl 


care to get him 


th 


It was from Athens then, as from 

that he drew the purity of 


head 


the Greek language. It was the 

knowledge of moral 


winch at that time was the faftionableTudy 

there being but few per/ons who made 


th 


that h. 
philofophy 


of the fpe< ulative fei _ 7 

the feven fages of Gr 



brated men of 


r. 


t h e 

fubti 
v- r. 


ft 


made profeftion 
may be concluded 
‘y the moft cele- 

i age, amongft whom Thales 
had the curiofity to inquire 


i es of 


of natural philofophy 


thematical 


and 


the 


d 


ng : the reft 


fe for any other reafon 


than 


the i ru n or 

of low 


L?;/v* . / - - t'-'ii, LUdl 

bliihing certain grave and moral fentences, 

ey eftabhfhed and rendered 


h th 


live 




E 


P 


he wi Ely confidered 


t , a, virtuous 

deed, did not follow their method 


that the meannefs of his 

birth. 


* 

>• 

T 
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x\. 


ujrtVi and his fervile condition, would not permit 

him to fpeak with'fufficient authority in the way 
" m H • therefore compofed 


of fentence and precept 


fables, which, by a narration pleaf.ng and full 


of 


gnorant 


tv, fo charms the minds, even ot the molt 
ant, that through the pleafure which they 
ve from it, they tafte imperceptibly the mo- 
nfe which lies concealed underneath. 


m 


I know very well 
ventor of thofe fabl 


that Efop was not the m- 


in which 


the ule ot 


fpeech 


The honou 


Quintilian alledges, is juftly 


th 

di 


to 


the poet Hcfiud, who in the firft book of hi 
nrks and Davs, relates very prettily the fabl 


Works and Day 
of the 3 hawk 


of the 
it may 


, relates very prc 
nd the nightingale 


Be this 


Efop has advanced fo far befoi 
or. that all fables of this kind a 


eve tv 


Efop 


becaule 


great 


number of them are or 


his compofing j and the choiceft precepts of 


philofophy 


by h 


means 


this agreeable manner, 

o • 


9 conveyed 
And indeed 


ghly 


pprove 

s that 


the opinion of Apollonius, 
he fables of Efop are much 


us m 
very 
who 


r 4 -j 
L V 


fefui for th 

!es of the 


efion of youth 


than the fa¬ 


bles of the 
affertion ar 

in Philoftr; 


poets : 
very p 
is. B 


and his 


as 


• us. tsut that Efop eompoicu 
during the time that he wa 
hens. 1 will not however arfi 


afon 

may 


for th i 


b 


a 


feen 


pofed all 


his 

flav 


fables 


at Ath 


time that he was a 


only think it p 


that it was th 


firft 
d the 


became enamoured of moralit 


; 9 


and 


plan of teaching the moft beaut 


nd ufefui maxim 


philofophy 


nd 


of fabl 

lifh til 


which neverthelefs he might 


veil 

pub- 


d 


w h. e n h 


d ob 


h 


freedom, hi ad 


q 


W * 


of b 


: n' 


i ' y 


a 
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j men of Greece, and 

was arrived to great efteem, not only among the 

common people, but even with princes and kings. 

Notes. 6 


i. 


Whatever honour may arife from being the 
r of this kind of fable * ~ 6 


in- 


1 ,, ^ jr r j - ^ eem s neither to be 

due to Hefiod, nor to Efop ; as Jotham's fable of the 

more antient than either of them 


trees is 


and it is for that reafon placed 


colle&ion 


at the Head of this 


2. Book v. chap. 11. 

3 * J-/ lc kid fable is thus rendered by Cooke 
While now my fable from the birds I bring * 

lo the great rulers of the earth I ling. 

High in the clouds a mighty bird of prey 
-Bore a melodious nightingale away ; 

And to the captive, fhivering in defpair, 

I hus, cruel, fpoke the tyrant of the air : 

Why mourns the wretch in my fuperior power > 
l hy voice avails not in the ravifh’d hour • 

Vain are thy cries: at my defpotic will, 

° r 1 fet thee free, or I can kill. 

Unwifely who provokes his abler foe, 
f onqueft ltill flies him, and he drives for woe. 

Cooke’s Hefiod, B. i. 


CHAP 



Of his different majiers , and of his fellow fervant, 

ihe famous courtezan, Rhodopis. 

L E T US now refume the thread of our nar- 

rahon. In procefs of time, Efop was 
iold to Aanthus, a native of the ifland of , Sa¬ 
mos , and after he had ferved him for a certain 
time, he was again difpofed of to the 2 philofo- 

pher Idmon, or Jadmon, who was likewife of 
that country ; and had at the fame time for his 
Have that 3 Rhodopis, who was afterwards fo fa- 
mouo as a courtezan. This woman was en¬ 
dowed 



and hap 
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dewed with very Charaxus, the 

pening to be carne npte f s fe\\ fo deeply in 

, b :°^h 0 Lr!^ hefold all he had, and reduced 


himfelf 


extreme poverty 


order 


redeem 


and fet her at liberty 
fuch eminence in her 


She afterwards rofe to 
ition. and amafled fuch 


. „ ns of wealth, that of the tythe of her 
(he caufed great numbers of large 4 ° 


iron 

, w hich (he fent as an offering to the 

be made, wmen „ , , • And. if we may 




Delphi 


treasures 


nabled her to build one of 


brated 5 pyramids of Egypt 


So much, by the 

fYhis famous Courtezan, who was fedow 
(ervant with Efop while he lived with Jadmon ; 


(hew how thefe two perfon 


bor 


fervile 


cond 


ived by very different methods to a 


traffic of her perfonal charms 


F 


the reft 


who gav 


Efop his liberty 


that it was Jadmon 

whether as a reward 


for his faithful fe 


he Was 


£d 


to k ep ; .e in fervitude a perfon whofe fu. 
“uaSs rendered him more worthy to command 

maybe difficult to determine - but the 


to 


be proved, by the express teftmony 
c ..ix ,.c a.il-oohanes. on the comedy 


fcholiaft of Ariitopha 


Bird 


a 


s we 


e 


d Plut 


quen 


rom what they fay 


comedy of the 

uthority of Herodotus 

“ coifte- 

par- 


- by th _ 

for it follows by necclia 


I 




Ihew 


E fo [ 


ly wh 


n 


1 


ak of the death < 


f 


Pianud 


therefor 


defe 


no crti. lit. 


hen he affirms that Xanthus was the l.i!t 


ot Ei< 


ip, and the p 

little aho m 

c 


V cry 

laics concerning » 


be bel 


\ 


hat he re 


p while he was in th 


< » 


1 e l / i 


(> 
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°f Xanthu 
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n 


v imn^ as ^ j m akes him fay and do fo ma- 

f ,h “ .»?- 


h 


And in fine, 
ffis to be found 

* ma y with juftice 


fince nothing of th 


affirm, that 


d mere 


writers, I think 

they are no 


Notes, 


2 . 


t 


time of Efop, 


Pythagoras, 
the feholiaft 

wife. 


feholiaft on Ariftophanes, on which Meziriac 
—homy for this, does not fay fo? 

nor Plutarch, nor Saidas, 

unknown in the 
the modelly of 


Neither Herodotus, 
hirn a pliiloJopher : 


ng firft adopted by 


who was fifty 

Ariltoph 


on 


j j mui. xiiacea 

calls him t h e 


" as vei 7 beautiful 


the 


eftate by being 


m ari j c t n_ ' and tbe town of 

of rich and d | <pfLe(b0Sj ' vhcrc fte fettled, 

Ich and voluptuous men, Ihe got a great 

it? a cfiiirf(>'»or. 6 a fe ICal 


Herodotus B. II. chap 

if rv. J ^ t I 


fhould b 
prefent 


Rhodopis beinr Znr' i P * 1 34- «Uti 
Id hp wv • ^ rous tbat a monument of 


left in Greece, 


Plutarch. 

her 


the tempi 


made nor thought of before 


Delph 


had 


make fuch 


never been 


ded 


many iron 


For this reafon, fhe 
roaft oxen, as the 


tenth of her fubftanre « - u Ioair oxen > as th< 
them to Delphi Thefp " U Sf, ient r to bu y> an d Cent 

• P I hefe are il]1 preferved behind the 


altar 

temple itfelf. 


the Chians railed, and 


over againft the 


Herodotu 


Hift. B 


XXXVI. chap 


florv Hp a credulous author, 

H winch was aferibed * } 


t' za.i\ lived, 
great eftate. 


the reign 


oaopis, was built 
Amahs, in which that 


Herodotus. 
• 1 2. But 

rejefts this 
building 
many 


adds, that though fhc had 


fie would not have be 


got a 


rges 


to fuftain 


Herod. B. IJ. chap, m 

X j 


1 3 


f 


As 
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XV 


6 


As it does contain fnch mere fooleries, itiscon- 


a book of 

the 


feauently very improper to be prefixed 

fequent Y y r recommends as 

m ° o Miilthat can be put into the hands of y outh. 

MoHurEfopi fabellas, fays he, qua; fabulis nutncularum 
• nmxirne iuccedunt, narrate fermone ptiro, et nihil fe 

fupra modum extollente; ‘deinde eandem g«c>htMem 
'< ftvln exieere, condilcant. Quint. Lib. L Let tnecn 

s. &»■«.» 


ftories of the nurfery) in 


from all undue 


then 


them exercife 


heir Me upon the fame model of fimpUc.ty 


CHAP. 


V. 


the court of Croefus King of 


Of his advancement to we cou * oj ^ 

Lydia, and of his meeting the fevenfages there 


HATEVER may be doubtful in th 
fe of Efop 


ther 


thi.. D 


more 


w 

certain --* ^. n ^ 

foon acquired a very great reputation amonglt .he 

.... i n. -1 -iti ni at ion 


than that after recovering his liberty, h 


Greeks, being held in 


oft equal 


with any of the feven fages who ft°unfhed at th 


time 

fame 


th 


fifty-fecond olympi 


fdom reaching the ears of Crcefus 


that monarch fent for him to h 
him to his friend (hip 


admitted 

nd fo obliged him by his 


favours, that he * engaged hjrnfelf 

to the end of his day 


H 


refid 


fer 

in 


the 


of this mighty king rendered him more 

polite than moft of the other philoiophers of his 
r - 1 - - humours or 


more 


time ; 
princes, a 

vernment, 
divers occafi 


complaifant to th 


d more reconciled to monarchical go 


of which he 


ident proofs on 


F 


inftance ; wh 


Croefus 


had prevailed with the f 


ges to meet in h 


P 1 
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of Sardis 


capital ci 
the magn 
he aiked them 
man of all they had Ino W n 

perfon, and fotne another: 
gave this praife 


( , . a ** er having fhewn them 

vk«l ?^ r \ and his vaft riches; 

h»PPi eft 


Some named 


Solon 


one 


\ ^cilus, an Athenian 


particular 


alfo to 4 Cleobis and Biton Ar«W r J? nd 
that no one eonbf be nr^..,.£ J u. Conc ! ud ' n g 


his death. Efop, 

welf fatisfied with 


in his 


and faid 


* pronounced hap^S 

perceiving the king was not 
any of their anfwers, f po ke 


fuaded that Croefus hath 


For my part, I 


am 


happinefs 
over all the rivers 


much 


other men 


per- 

eminence 

the fea hath 


The king was fo pleafed 


with this judgment, that he ea|erly 

that fentence, which has continued 
common proverb 


pronounced 

flnce 


<ru da, cvcr I,f ice a 
rhe Phrygian has hit the mark. 

e °f Croefus 


When Solon, therefore ook Z 

who difmifled him very coolly • Efon l' ;'“ r ^' US '’ 

that soion had A ° y ,: : trop . e, "g {o "y 


that Solon had fpoke 

complaifance, faid 


the king with fo Jittl 


him, as he 


e 


him part of the way, O Solon 


fpeak 


kings 


eith 


accompanied 


we mull 


On the contrary, anfwered 


them 

muft either not fpeak 
give them good and 


we mu ft fay w h a t pleafes 


kings at 
feful ad 


Sol 


we 


uicjiui aavjce 

, was travelling over Greece 


fatisfy h 

ffairs of C 
through Aih 


oftty 


or 


we muft 

Another 

, Jther 

bout the particular 


Jt happened that he naffprt 
rnrougn Athens, juft after's Pififtratus had ufuTp- 

1 J • - ‘° vere 'S n P ;,w jr, and abcjiihed the popu- 

i . u that the Athenians bore the 

>oke Very impatiently, long' " 


Jar ft 


feeing 

O 


u ort . 1T ' j * ; "J 7 ”&***£; w recover their 

Jert > ’ and to nd themfeives ofP.fiftratus though 
>S government w.^ ^u-, tnougti 


governm 


was ea fy and modera 



hem the fable of the fro 


Efop 


re - 


Jpiter to give them a ki 




tubinit che 




exhorting the 


ood a prince as Pififtr 


* 


left 
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left in changing they Should 

of fome miichicvous an^criiel 


fall under the power 



rant. 




) 


1 

2 

3 


Laertius, in the Life of Chilo 



Suidas. 

Tel his was 

who 


poor Athenian, but a man of great 
* ^ oiven his 


account of having given 


probity ; Who, upon — “ , lfc in the 

liKrrkSr * «**• 

u- » “• WAS IS' 


4 


Cleobis and Bi to n 


Plutarch. Diog Laertius. 

the pneftels ot 


fons 


Juno, who 


STSr mother wanted hofe for her 


chariot, fet their fhoulders 
temple, which was 48 &J ongs 


and drew 


The old lady, be 


• emP .h affeaed with this inuance of filial duty, 

mg mud affe^d .jmm ^ them wlth th( 

pray rVMel^2 that could be beftowed upon man 

greateft Mefhng that _co^ thjj devotion , they 


kind : the 


morning 


both found dead 


the tempi 


Herod. B. L 


C?cem In to 


mentioned alfo by 


evil. 


be looked upon rather 


advantage 


5 


Phsedrus 


CHAP. 


VI. 


Some detached particulars 
probability of Planud , 
into Ezypt and Babylo, 



his life , and the 


un- 


account 



his travels 



n FIE RE are not many other par 


T 


found concerning El 


5 vv 


of cred 


Pt 


with the feven fages 


be th 

f Cj r 


orthy 
he once a2.a1n met 


Periander k 



of Co 


th 


in the 

Howev 


I 


or 


in 




not affirm whether it was he 


other place, that failing into difcourio With 


of 1 

d are 
fome 

Chi- 


Ion, 


ho had afked 


What 2 G 


7 as d 


C 
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ing ? He anfwered that he 


things 


nd exalting low 



was, .humbling high 

Some alfo relate, that 




fliew how the life of man abounds with miferv 

i ' h „ a : t ° ne r. P ' eafure is accompanied with a thou 


hand pains, Efop was wont 


fay 


metheus having taken earth to’ ’ form a man 

had tempered and moiflened 


but with 




with 


water 


y 

y 


PI Jn \5 C ^ aS * P ure / a i^ ood and invention, all that 
Planudes wntes of Efop’s travels into. Egypt and 

- becaufe he intermixes Tories altogether 

ere ible: and adds to them certain circumftan- 


ces, which are repugnant 
which wholly 

fliall 7 


the truth of hiftor y 
the order of time 


n, n . v me order of time. T 

ftal content myfelf with alledging two flgnal 

°" " h i ch he . all th 8 e reft o/his 


narration. He fay 

Bjbylon wh 


Lycerus 

fuch a king 


builds all the reft of hi. 
that the king who reigned 
Elop went thither, was called 


ry , t vrao \-ajJcu 

out who has ever read or heard of 
Oet the catalogue of all the kines of 


Rahvlrtn e XT I-; 6" oi an me Kings c 

be examined, and you fliall not find one amonglf 
them whofe name is at all like Lv g 

nfhior k-I l i ^ / 


other hand 


On the 


bv the exadfeft chronology it will ap 


pear, that in Eiop’s time there could be no othc 
ktngm Babylon, but Nebuchadnezer, and his fa 
ther NebopoljJter ; fince N,b„p„lsfier reigned o e 

and tu/pnro . xt . , r . ‘v.i^ncu one 

j iMeouchadnezer forty-three 

r a C ' , - r _ ) t:ar w ith Flop, being; the 

irft of the hfty-fourth olympiad 


and twenty-y 
who dyed th 


a 


more poffible to bel 


Neith 


is it 


that Efop went into 


rp , -- T v.iaL i^iup 

•fc-gypt tn the time of King Nefianebus 


nudes aflerts 


reign 


fince this king; 


as Pi 


Et 


two hundred 


o 


P 


that 


olympiad. And one need not be 


did not begin 
ytars after the death c 

the hundred-and-fourth 


to 

f 


y 


be 


rned 


in 


under the reinn of A 


Efop lived partly 
partly' under that 


o 


f 



XIX 


The LIFE of ESOP. 

of his fucceffor Amafis, kings of Egypt 


Plutarch allures 


Convivio Sapientum, that 


Crcefus fent Efop to PenanderAe tyrcnt of CorinA 


the oracle at Delphi 


SS us, that, according to Soficrates, Peria nder died 
many years before the reign of Crcefus ? 


who, in the life of Periander 


2 

3 


Laertius, 


the life of Chilon 


Themift. Orat. XXXI f 


CHAP. 


VII. 


Of his death. 

W HAT Planudes relates about the death 

of Efop, comes nearer to the truth, than 
anything which he has written concerning his 

life. However, it is OTI lafer to rely on what 
ancient authors have lai.! on the fubjcdf, and they 
record it thus. Efop, being fent by Crcefus to the 
. city of Delphi, with a large fum of gold, in 
order to offer magnificent facrtfices to Apollo, 

and to diftribute to each citizen four minte ot lil- 

ver; it happened that * differences arofe between 

him and the townfmen to fuch a degree, that e 
(poke of them in very provoking terms. Among 
other things, he reproached them with having 

hardly any arable land, and that were it not for 

the great concourfe offtrangers, and the frequent 
facrihces that weie offered in their temple, t ey 
would foon be reduced to die of hunger. o* 
fatisfied with offending them in words, he pro¬ 
ceeded to deeds : having performed the facrihces 
in the manner that Crcefus had ordered, e ent 
back the reft of the money to the city of bardis, 
as judging the Delphians unworthy to partake of 
the king’s liberality. This irritated them agajnlt 

him to fuch a degree, that they confulted ho W 

they 
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* h ^ f "” gFlt ^ revenged on him, and confpired by 

3 notoriniN t/i 11 qi nr* f /a _ * * i. /• / 



amongft hi 


iilainy to take away his life 


s 


ba» 

c 


Th 


ey 


veftels confecrated 
parted towards Phoc 


gage one of the 3 golden 


Apollo: and 


Kt op de* 


feng 


, , . • 'hey fent immediate mef- 

! fte ol" m ,’ Wh ? <earchift g his baggage 


vefle, .bicb they thr^h^ 

prifon, a 

to be precipitated from ihe rock Hyampi, 
was the pundhment common!y infixed 


crilegious perfons 


of throwing him off. 


On this, they prefently drag him to 
f e h!m of tacrjlege, and fenteilCe him 

which 

on fa- 

point 


As they 


on the 


1 


hich fufFcrs no wickednefs 

the 4 fable of 


he told th 


etle. 


Bat the Delphians 


fo 

juftic 
nifhoi 

the b; 

to his fable, pufhed 

is recorded, ho 
barren, and th 
ftrange diftempers, for 
In this diftrefs they confulted th 

anfwered, that all th eir mifpri, 
the 

this 


deter them from 


by the apprehenfion of d 


p 3 > 


down the precipice." 
their land was rendered 


go unpu- 

eagle and 

ard 

It 


>’ were aiHifted with 

yea 


many 

afterwards. 

a cl_e, and were 
were owing to 

o 


unjuft condemnation and death of £fop 


they caufed 


trumpet, at all the public feafts and 
meetings °f the Greeks, that if there were 
of thelondred of Efop, who would demand 


tisfa<£Iion for h 


, . On 

be proclaimed by found of 

general 
any 
fa 


and 


it of them 


death, he was defired to come 


pleafed. But 
n y right in this afFa 


in what 5 manner he 
\ m lound that pretended 
the third generation 


When a Samian presented himfelf, named Jadmon,’ 
g ndfon of that Jadmon, who had been matter 
to Efop in the ifland of Samos : and the Delphi¬ 
ans having made him fome fatisfadion, were 

afterThf l" 0 " 1 ^ Ca,an ? ities - ’ Tis ^id, that 

fe ’r e V ranS er ' eJ the P un ‘fl>ment of 

ta crilegious perfons from the rock Hyampia to that 

of 
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r Naupli*- J-« ' VXE,'"aid' V 

to be the opinio _Ribo. 


Jbove 

arch. 


to oe we — - r ^ a / V _ ro f 

J - *■ - - becaufc otherwife 


Efop 


llu, j ; ^ _ u-.m free i became — 

nd he that fet him «^ ’ fcendents could have any 
hpr he nor any of __i riaht of 


iher he nor any of J 

intereftin his death 
feeking reparation. 


3r pretend to right 

receiving fatis faction. 


Notes 


' • o n wh atoc ctfion° Jhefc'd! fferenies arof ‘ 

• e;:prefsly told j. yet ^ " 
imagine, that Efop . <F 


vet fome circumftances lead 

J a •_ ...awa nnt 


pc&a 


fatisfted with 


ftwara. afes 


s arofe, we are 
ances lead one 
were not quite 

ns. From the 


he had proba 


great -- rrP( , ce to their city, ne nau — 

My been led to expeftm „ d them ; ,po„ a nearer 

acquaintance, to be not ° V,/ for ,.,, c hon the be- 
reproachmg them for d p ■ = , a thc culu- 


neHts arifmg from lacrifices, ~ of thc firft ; 

cation of their an , - o( - that brought h nt 

and his comparing i-«/ the fea fide, who feeing 

thither, to that of P^P 1 * * ™ a great way off 

fomewhat come Ap* t‘ 1 i* ^-^hrv matter ; but 


gled 


thc culti- 


and his 
thither 


the 


fity 


lea line, wjiw --» 

them a great way oft 


fea 


tX Tu ** to be tome««« 


but 


at laft to be only a h( 

aim oft a confirmation 


I-'* 11 '- “—O . JZ A \ + 

and nearer t6 the (hore, find it 

^ J - and ruubnh— 15 


of 


of the latter 


Indeed, what 




Efop 


relate this fable to the 

kind as to inform us. 
3. Ariftophanes. 

Graec. tom. VI. p* 2.j 


Heraclides, in Gronov 


Thef. 


a The eagle and thc beetle was w.. r cvc . 

noted fables ot Eiop . ^ r it as far as they 

ral times. The circumftances of it, as tar 


of the moft 
tons it feve- 


ral times 


may be collefted from him, are as 

the beetle Hew up to heaven ; and 


follows 


That 


of hatred to 


the beetle flew up to ncav^ , — - and fo 
the eagle, rolled his ^ch the eagle 


« ed 


Smfclf on the injury which the 


done him. 


In Pace 


177 

£ 


he fay 


o re- 
had 

That 


Efop told this fable to the DelpMans, ' 

accufed Mm of facrilege. Vefp. v 1437 


when they had 


€€ 


And when 

they 
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© 


" e . rc “bout to throw hiim 


the fcholiaft 






there farther particulars 


hies of £fo 


Th, m W A down the rock/' f ay 
^ J™?/* “P? n .^ paflhges give 



.1- , L is related 

tnat the eagle and the beetle 


give# 
the fa¬ 


ulty together anrl tL T; , uceHe w erc at en- 

that the latrlt h! 4 th ?t de ®«>y=done another’s eggs 
ones of thebeetl g H C r Cd and ? tcn U P the young 

the beetle got by fteabh a°t §7“ /• ^ P rovocat 'on, 
Ptefenee of Jupiter- ? ’ tol . low,n ? h.m even into the 


Jupiter ordered him r i 5 u- his ““pWnt, 

Jnpiter had ,he in Ws L U K ^ : while 

about him : an 1 Ju JU? -r P> he bcetle came %’ng 

the beetle _ ■- 1 1 - Cr rldn S up unawares, tn Jri,,,- 


fabler 
beetle 


broke them 




head > threw down the eggs 

omdas, plainly quoting the fame 
hat he rofe up to drive away the 


other place 

midwife 


ymg about his head.” 


Ariftoph 


the proverbial faying 

, 4.L _ 1 • J 


an- 


( c 


hftrata 


-Thu the Reties d P eft Wh / thc ^^ema^ 
them out of the neft by rolling 


the beetle was to the eagl 
Upon 1 ‘ * ’ - 6 


I will be 

Ly- 


fcholiafi remarks 


K?«&aSL*5f Txir* 


d Suidas fays, <■ That the 


TOore powerful ” .. W'"V£“ rt,c muen 

beetle is faid to deft/ ?, dd * / CW,fe ’ “ That the 

that rom™ — i.. i y t lc ca glc s eggs” as a thino- 


, - — of 

though they are much 


aglcs eggs 


thing 


that commonly hap 

and be/jr/rh that the f3ble the eagle 

the origin'i a ; a m C e '“^differs very much from 


all of 


hare 


o. ^up. There is no men 
tne provocation given by the 


mention 


agl 


and the beetle m & , 5 eggs, or young ones ; 

e beetle made fup.ter t hrow the eggs out of 


hi 


i , ^ ^ r uii v/ 

but by hyh, g about 

fable, of J 


by throwing a ball 


dung 


hi 


lap. 


Prclent 


What is added in the 


tbc two parties, bm 


the race of eagl 


r s endeavouring 

vain; and the 


feafo 


to preferve 


ordering them to lay their eggs 


mon 


purpofe 


which no beetles appe 


is quite belide 


and the occafion of the fable 


whiVn l • r uic iaoie. The 

/// mte " ded to exprefs ; and which the 

grcea^l© to Suidas’s interprets- 

proverb, that the weak often 

e powerful, who without 


required 


n of the 

revenge themfelves of 


pro- 
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provocation have injured them. TJe latter circum¬ 
* contrary fo the obfervation of the fchohaft on 
Ariftophanes, and Suidas; and, I fuppofe, is not 


true i n 


fa& 


The genuine fable of Efop is certainly loft ; and that 

may probably have been invented by 


which 
Planudes 


hav 


s in his colle&ion, and ftands the fourth 
in That edition of them, which was printed by Robert 

Stephens in 1546. That the reader may judge for 
himfelf, I will here infert a literal tranflation of it, 
given me by the fame learned triend, who favoured 

me with the above obfervations 


The Eagle 
A hare being purlued by 


the Beetle 


eagle, betook him¬ 


felf for refuge to the nett of 



e beetle, whom 


ntreated to fave him 


The beetle therefore 


ceded with the eagle, begging of him 


kill the 


fupplia 


conjuring 


him by the al- 


Jupiter 


flight and difregard his inter 


ceflion, becaufe he was fo fmall an animal 


But the 


eagle 

wing 

him. 


f v ^ ■ mm • ~ ^ 

great wrath gave the beetle a flap with his 
and immediately teized the hare, and devoured 

When the eagle flew 


the beetle flew af¬ 


ter him, fo 

getting 


learn where 


neft was 


and 


eggs 


broke them. The eagl ■, grieved and enraged to 

that any one fliould attempt fo audacious a 
built his neft the next time in a lusher place 


think 

thing 

but the beetle got to it agai 


and lerved him juft in 


fame 


The 


diftreffed 


and 


not knowing what to do, flew up to Jupiter, (t 

he is ^ ntprt (N 3nrl nlaced her thir 


iacred) 


placed 


h 


third 


of 


having 


as a depofite 
g him to guard them 


eggs 


in 


1 


J 


who rifi 


% “ 


f the god. 
Upon this the beetle, 
flew up, and dropped it 


a 


iudde 


off, unawares threw 


down 


the egtts with it, which 
were thus again broken. „ A 

the beetle, that he had done thus to be revenged of 



bring informed 


bv 


hi m, 


eag 


who 


behaved injurioufly to 

the beetle^ but even impioufly towards the god 

came to him, that 

the 


himldf, told the eagle when he 
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the beetle was the party aggrieved, and that he 


plained 


without reafon 


but being unwilling 


that the race of eagles lhould be diminifhed, he ad 
vifed the beetle to come to an accommodation with 


the eagle. As the beetle would 


agree to this. 


he transferred the eagleV breeding to another feafon 
when there are no beetles to be teen. 

Abfurdities in the foregoing fable. 

The hare's flying to the beetle for prote&ion 


probabl 


the beetle’s nett for refug 


utterly im- 


The beetle 


nett 


rolling the eagles eggs out of the 


impoflible 


The only moral of the fable is, that 
however powerful, lhall exempt the oppre 


from the 


weak 




rote&ion 
re and in 


The circumftance added, that Jup 


the fufFerers, however 

tranf- 


ferrecLthe eagle’s breeding to a feafon when there 


beetles, deftroys this moral 
falfe in fad. 


are 


and is probably alfo 


5 Herodotus. Plutarch 


CHAP 


VII f 


A 


Of the honours done him after his death. 

ND now I will readily agree with Planudes, 

by the greateft and 


that Efop 
wilt ft men of G 


who teftified 


phians how much they relented his death 
add, that the Athenians, in particular 


m 


h 


that 


the Del- 
But I 

had Efop 


magnificent flat 


th 


e greatnefs of his 


meannefs of h 


per 


ey erected for him 

* 

city ; regarding 


fay 


that 


and 


t 


d 


merit, than the 


I 


th 


the opinion which all the world had 

, encouraged 


conceived of his vv 

the poets to make the people believe, that 

i • ✓ 


fdom and probity 


ffods h 




fed 


th 


e 


done Tvnd 


H 


again to life, as they had 

Glaueus, and Hypo- 


lit us. Nay, feme have not kruplcd to affirm 


he 
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he lived many years after his % refurrc£ion> and 


fought 


twice 


the ftde of the Greeks, ag ainft 


the Perfians, in the ftraits of Thcrmophyle, which 
muft have been above eighty years 


fter his 


death 


But thefe are fuch marnfeft abfurd 


__ confute themselves 
fome have afferted, th 


Neither 


pro bah) 


as 


he wrote 3 two books 


Delphi 


what happened to him in the city of 
nlefs it be fuppofed that he made two 


oyages thither, and wrote of 


firft 


for in 


the laft, it is very improbable he fhouid have any 

time for foch a work j neither can it be grounded 
on the teftimony of any author worthy of credit. 
’Tis indeed molt probable, that he left nothing 
in writing but his 4 fables'"; which, either for the 
elegance of the narration, or the ufefulnefs of 
their morality, have always been fo much efteem- 
ed, that many of them have preserved tbemielves 
in\he memories of men for above two thoufand 

years, 
nudes, has 
Efop wrote, as 


p T a 

Yet 1 do not affert, that thofe which PI 

the 5 very fables which 

gn us too many 
ty; and alio, as 



Plaruides has g 


doubt of h 


fine 


h 


e 


h 


omitted in his * 


many 


bl 


hich antient 


uthors h 


ibuted to Efop 


of Efop, we m 


it d 


that it is the genuine work 


U 


btlefs 


fs 


th 


we 


have no 
the book 

Telia tie 


g s 


P 


Mofes 


role more antient, except 
nd fome others of the Old 


Notes. 
1. Scholiaft on Ariftophan 


Avcs 


V 


47 1 


id 

2. 


o* 


Urn 

Ptolomaais. Hephefhon 111 Photins < 3 c Eibliotii. 
Suidas. 

Dr. Bemlev afTerts, that it is very uncertain 


1 

het 


fables behind him in 


g 


To which Mr. Byylc anlwcrs. 


tiquity 


the 


they ment 


phrafe of 
any thing 


an- 


f 


El op's 
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Efop 

really 


The LIFE of ESOP. 

would have been, had they thou 


the 



as they do other authors 


Efo 

ju 



Boyle againft Bentley 


There is a paila^e in Plato’s Phgedo, where Socrates 
fays. Among the tables of Efop which I had at 


and knew to be his 


occurred to me 


put thofe 


hand 

verfe that firft 


Which words imply, that Socrates 


made ufe of a written book of Efop's fables 




Ibid 


Of three paflages, proceeds the fame writer, which 
the Do&or has brought to prove Efop no author, two 
of them prove the direft contrary ; and the other 
proves only, that Dr. Bentley has read fomebody, 
that has read Ariftophanes, And is this the irrefiftible 
evidence, with which be has taken upon him to con¬ 
front the opinion of two thoufand years ? Is it fit that 


men (hould make ufe of 


little (kill in letters, 


ijeftures, their fancies, their dreams 


at- 


ck the reputation of our firfb matters in writing ? 
Is it grateful, with fuch groundless fufpicions as thefe 


fall upon the father of moral fable, whofe happy 
way of conveying knowledge has been ever fpoken of 
with fo much refped, and been of fuch (landing ufe 


mankind 


Ibid 


5. 


remarkable, fays father Vavafior, that Henry 


Stephens in his Thefa 


Linguse Gracas, never 


Efop's fables; which fhews that he took them 
for the work of a modern Greek 




aim oft 


CC 


< € 






feems probable, 
fays he, that Planudes collected 
fables of Efop, partly from his anceftors, and partly 
from readingfeveral authors; that fome were his own 
invention, that he added the moral and explication, 
often agreeably to his own fancy, and that the whole 


his own form and words. He 


his conje&ure by the conformity of ftyle which may be 
obferved between the Life of Efop, and the fables : and 
no one is ignorant that Planudes is the author of that 
life. VavalTor further obferves. that 


of the P: 
rails was 


mention 


fab I 


built till the it th 


/ 


Now the Pi- 

ipiad ; before 

that 




The LIFE op ESOP 

time the Phalerum was the port of the 


xxv ii 


fcfop died lU the 5 ^th olympiad, long be 


fcr^heSiiftocfes had built the Piraus,' it would' have 


£ 



*r 


nwinmvvivy —- : ^ ur 

the Phalerum, and not the Pirstts^ that Efop 

•. 1 - ii » ‘ 


would have mentioned 

But father Vavaflorll* not the firft 

Planudes for the author of Efop’s fabl 



has taken 
iv extant. 


Nevelet, who publifhed a colle&ion of fables in 16 
declared himfelf of this opinion. 


Of all the,, manu 


« 


had the 


fcrihts in my poffeffibn, fays he,‘ not 
a fables of Efop which now are publifhed, which I ima 
“ gine to be written by Planudes, as well as Efop s hfe 

The manuferipts he fpeaks of were in the ~ 



of 


Heidelberg 


had furnifhed' him with about 136 


fables, which he added to thofe of Efop already printed 
mUrli wjprp about 1 cO j j lb that Ncvdct s collection 


confifted of 286 fables 


The 


alfo of th 


Bay led 


is opinion 


lhall 


he. thofe Greek fables 


I 

ex- 


more 


of the Heidelberg library, by 
editor himfelf well 


There 
e, which 

36 in number, were firft publiflied 


tant, that afliime the name of Efop himfe 
are two parcels of the prefent fables ; the 


in 1 61: 

falfe 


ly alcribed to Efop, becaufe they mention holy monks. 
To which I will add, fays the Dodor, another re¬ 
mark, that there is a fentence out ot Job-‘ Naked 

* we all came, and naked fhall wc return. But becaufe 
thefe two paftages are in the epimythion, (the moral) 
and belong not to the fable itielf; they may jultly be 
luppofed to be additions only, and interpolations of 

the true book. I fhall therefore give tome better 

reafons to prove they are a recent work. That they 

cannot be Efop’s own, the 181ft fable is a demonftra- 

tive proof: for that is a ftory ot Demades the rhetor, 

who lived about 200 years after our Phrygian s time.^ 

The 193d is about Momus’s carping at the wmrks ol 

the gods. He there finds this fault in the bull, that 

his eyes were not placed in his horns, that he might 

lee where he pufhed But Lucian, fpeakmg ot the 

lame fable, has it thus, That his horns were not 

b pla» eel 


X x viii 


Trtfi LIF E 




E'S OP 




placed right before his eyes.And, Ariftotfe 


7 ' 1 


third 


That his horns were not placed 



fhoulders, wh ere lie might make the ftrofigeft 


but 


the tendered: part> his head 


l 



. , « - think, it • pro*, 

babje from hence, that Efop did not write a: book.;<of 


zi 


his fables-; for then therf^woald uot h'arvc been iu^i 


difference in the telling 



There is! a grtat irwifort 


believe they were drawn up by Piamides, a yf&onk 


of Conftantinople, who died in the year 


there is no manufeript 


whtare, above 



that has the fables according,.to that copy 



of 


he calls a life of Efop, that perhaps cannot be match'd 


monk has alfo given, us a book which 


any language, for .ignorance and non fenfc 


He 


had packed up two or three true- dories £ that Efop 


was 


flavc 


bread 


Xanthus^ carryed a., burthen of 


with Crcefus. and was put to death 


Delphi: but the circumftance? of thefe, and all his 


other tales, are pure invention. He makes Xanfhn 


rdinary 


Sansia 


which word was 


heard of in thofe 


be a philofoph 


ted afterwards by Pythago 


but in- 


the 


JL 

up the 


problem to Amahs King of Egypt, to drink 


but Planudes makes 


th one of his 


wager 


Xan 


To fay nothing of' his 


chronological errors, miftakes of a hundred Or two 


hund, ed years, who can read with patience that filly 


bit better tha 


Xanthus and his naa 


not a 


London bridge. 


our penny jaaerriments printed at 


Efop s fables 


In anfwer to what Dr. Bentley has faid above 


cerning the fables ot Efop being not written by him 
ielf, Mr. Boyle thus argues 


that all, or half t h: labics. 


Nobody ever imagined 


nan e ot 


Efop, 


are his 


have & 


them almolt 


are in the very fame words 


fyllables, that 


were in when they came out of his hands 


They 


have doubtlets undergone great alterations, lome more 


and feme iefi 


but if under all thefe ehang 


fa 


*/ 

in telling it. 


rcum dances 


h u rn 


of 



The 


ESOP. 

ffk gSd meafurd the 


of thought, 
too, have been preferved ; there is 




xxix 

* 

word* 


of Efop 


leftl whereby »c may make a true judgment of hi* 

-•***“■ an A manner, of performan-'' 



mu? 


fpirit, _ - , 

When Dt. Bentley (hall clear 


that none* dS* thefe fabl^ caine from Efop him ft If 



hay e® made 


either 


if they did, yet that 


them 


well 


fo totally altered 
the fame; it 



they deferve 

be time 


form and caft of 
they have been fince 

be called 
jvn. that 




we are unable tbjjlSge of Efop’s merit by any thing 
in the prefent coile&ion : but till that is done, we 
may fafelv enjoy our opinions, and they that have ad¬ 
mired Efop, may venture to go on,, and admire him 


ftill 

As for what the Dodtor has faid of Planudes, 1 
mnft confefs, fays Mr. Boyle, I have not the deepeft 
veneration for h s character ; but neither can I thin 
fo defpicably of him as the lofty Dr^Bentley does, 
bec&ttfe 1 find* him well Tpokcn of by men ot good 

knowledge and judgment, and even by his advcriarics 

themfelves. Nay, Dr. Bentley, I think, gives an 

account of him, not at all to his difadvantage, where 

he (ays, that the fet of fables he put out was of his 

own drawing up : amongfl which, there are fevera 

io well turned, fo exactly copyed from nature, and 

built on filch a true knowledge of human life and 

affairs, that ’tis plain he was neither an idiot nor a 

monk, that compoled them. But the only reaiun Dr. 

Bentley gives for his believing them to be drawn up 

by Planudes, is, that there is no manufeript, any where 

above c' years old, that has the fables according to 

that copy. No manufeript ! any where ! Very exten- 

f lve words : ’tis pretty difficult to anfwcr for all the 

libraries ol Europe, But this was an affertion fit to 

be laid down by Dr. Bentley,, becaufe impoffiole to be 

proved ; and I believe not difficult to be dil'provcd : 

for, as much out of the way ot thefe things as I live, 

I have cafually heard' of a manufeript, older than 

Planudes, that has the fables according to lus copy; 

Voffius's manufeript I mean, which, though I have 

not feen m\l’clf, yet better judges th;>n I am, who 

b ' i have 
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SOP 


The LIFE of 

liavc feen it, afliire me, thatit is 
and thatVoflius himfeif always efteemed it to 


Wt 500 years old, 

Tis 


Leyden 


fffSSS 


Boyle |kainftJBentley 


Fabricius doubts of „ this manufcript of Voflius 



Bovl 


requires, he fays, further 


mentioned 

examination. Montfaucon promifed, (in his Diarium 
Italicum) that he would publifirfrom a manufcript of 


the monafterv of 


Mary 



Florence, the life of 

before the 


Efop, with the fables, as they 
time of Planudes, more at large $ (ftylo y^u^ctui in 
difFufe ftyle) for that Planudes had omitted fome 
fables, and had written 


a 


* i*** 

both the life and the fables ii 
very different ftyle, and after his own manner. 

Fabricius 


J fuppofe Montfaucon never fulfilled his promife. 


V 


A N 


essay 


on 



Introduction* 


W HOEVER undertakes to compofe a 

fable, whether of the fublimer a, } d mo ' e 

i __dramatick ; or 


complex kind 


the epick and dramatick 

what has bee 


of he lower and more f.mple, as what has . 

ts .1* > ~*««Srsr Ti 


Ca,!ell f 0 me ^>n T moral or prudential maxim 

th 

be directed 

(ome action proper to 


point the compofition in all its parts 

; and this will lead him to defer,be 

TCk^icu , _ mavim he 


nforce the maxim 


h 


chofen 


In (everal relpefts therefore the 


fable and 1 
tinefs of both to 


greater 

rz 


lefs agree 


fome pai 


It is the bu 

moral 


exemplified 

by nat 

ported 


by 

cid 


an 


a£t 


nd this 


ed 


Both 



both be furnifhed wi 


ppofite and proper 


ke muft be fup- 

characters, and 
(entiments and language 


charaCte 


thus employ’d 


that to 


fuiuble to the characters in*• *^ ~ 

L of thefe fmall pieces requires th 


I 


one of 


genius 


prod 

lame degree ot 
dramatick Fable, 
the apologue has a 
e{teem 5 from the r 

before mentioned : as it is 


as to form an 


pick or 


All I would infinuate, is, that 


ght 


fome fhare 


f our 


from a nobl 


item 


although 

b 3 


bears to the poems 

honourable to Ipring 

in ever fo remote 

a branch. 
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branch. A perfect fa 

feems a much 



even of this inferior 

* 

ronger proof of genius 


kind 

than the mere narrative of an event. The fat- 

ter indeed requires judgment: the former, to- 

gether with judgment, demands an effort of the 
imagination 


r— <$■ 


Having 



' I 

endeavouredgto procure 

-I a ^ ^ 



little compofittons as much regard as they may 

fairly claim, Jfproceed' to treat of fonte particulars 
moft effential to their chara&er. 


SECT. 


I. 




* 


4 + 


Of the ‘Truth or Moral of a Fable 


IS th 


^ • 

very effence Of a Fable 


convey 


1 / • ,- ^ VVlIf 

fome Moral or ufeful Truth, beneath the 


fhadow of an allegory 


It 


thi 


chiefly that 


diftinguifhes a Fable from a Tale \ and indeed 
gives it the pre-eminence in point of ufe and 

event either 

provided it be told 
in its kind\ tho’ it 


dignity. A tale may confift of an 


fei 


3 £ 


fhou’d 


or comic ; 
bly, may be e 
imply no fort 


and 


M 


of a Fable is contrived 
to imprint fome Truth 


B 


the adt 


on purpofe to 


h and 


bvioufl 


me 


d 


e 


tl 


and ftould clearly and 


ie 


fl 


ftrat 


of it 


in the 


ft 


1 he 'Truth 
)uld ntithe 


b 


yed in Fabl 


ftould 


be 


be preferred on this occafion, 
too obvious, nor trite, nor 

pains em~ 
. little alfo 
s„ dark, or 


uivial. Such would ill deferve th 


to 

th; 


is 


y if ' 

try dub 


A 


ted. It ftould be of luch 


challenge the afTent of 


fober judgment 


ery ingen 


and 


non 


s 


but 


never a point of mere fpecula 


ding to inform or to remind th 

reader 
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reader, of the propel 0 aean 6 that lead t0 ha PP‘ 

nefe* 


rwfoti Vhy «»K haa been fo 


The 



e 


countries# is 

* 


fteeroed in all-ages and in 
perhaps owing to p±* ■nanner m w^ch 

maxims are convey 4 


The very 


of giv 


ing inftru^tiqn 

wisdom i n 

advice* ' ’ 



(oppofe? 

advifer 

io 


lcaft .4 (u,pf5HPrity of 
f a cii’eiimftapQfef by no 
thW r^ady a^Hffion of 


the:: pecul i 


wave 



air 


%( 



excellence of Fable 

leaves the 


it 


iadtr to collet th? moral 

^ ’ . . ‘ • /U a « 


who, hy thus difeo 


vering more than is 


(hewn Him, finds his prin- 

in ? ea 4 f : W SS 5 , d t 

P • • f hi' itlW* <$ either, taken roff from 


the advifer 



or. 


if other wife 


we are at 


att 


Bcidv 


does 
percilipus 


by his humility and addrefs 


yed by. Fable 
onl’riay afide its lofty mein and fu 


inftru6fcion, as 


afpe 61 


but appears dreft in all the 


StoW graces which can ftnlce ‘he >mag. 


engage the paflions 


der to convince j 
much the deeper 
fo that we 


and 


-> 


irapr 

i portion 


It pleafes 
its its moral fo 
as it entertains ; 

at the 


iw __ _ tnay be laid to feel our d 

very inftant.that we comprehend them. 

lam very fenfrble with what difficulty a Fabl 

s brought to a ftn£t &g 
ng account of it. 


nt with the forego- 
however outfit 10 


be the w 


which the Morals of Ef°P a 

that diftinguilh 


This 

Tis the fimple man 

are interwoven 


hi 


Fables 


nd 


gives 
© 


the prefer 
mountain 


to 


- 7 

all other mythologies 


delivered of a mouie. 


rod 


w i t h 
him 

His 

the 


Moral of his Fable 


m 


rid 


of pompous 


pretenders 

cheefe. 


and h 


crow, when (he drops b£r 


ets 


fall 


as it 


were bv accident, 


b 4 


the 

ft r o n g t It 
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ftrongeft admonition againft the power of flat 


tery 


There 


to explain it 

deeper, by that load we 


need of 


feparate fentence 


I 


mulated reflexions 


no^ poffibility of imprefling it 

often fee of accu 


Cock and the 


Indeed 


the 

-4 


Fable of the 


precious ft one is in this refpeX 


Tl The leflon it inculcates 


dai^k and ambig 

t i O 


have'bgiven 


that different 


xpofl 


fome imputing the cock 


quite oppofoe interpretations 



of the dia 


his W'flom, and others tb his ignoranco 
Stn<% fpeaking then 


needlels any detach'd or' explicit moral 


tne fath 

any fuch a flirt an ce 
to give 

whom it 


one Ihould render 

Efop 


of this kind, of writing, declaimed 

Tis the province of Fable 


it birth in the mind of the perfon for 

otherwife the precept is 


ntended 


dirett and obvious , contrary to the nature and end 


of allegory 

After 


V 



the greateft fault 


by 


bfc 


I can hardly allow that name to 


any compofition 


iddles) 


a work that is unintelligib 
Caracci and Raphael himfelf, rather 


There can be no purpofe anfwered 

ntelligible. Annibal 


fo unpardonabl 

expL 


th 


ifq 


a fault, have admitted verbal 


fome of the 


uft be confefied, that every rtory 


beft piXu 


It 


hie of telling its own Mor 


nature, 


th 


1 


ced 


btf 


ifo 


Perhaps 
we ought to fhew 


is not capa- 
In a cafe of this 
fhould be exprefsly in- 


where the 


point is 


enough for the Jefs 
acute, even at the hazard of fhewing too much 


fon 


more fag 


that they are more fae 

n \ . . _ o 


who 


fuperfluity which is fuch to them alone 
i,ut on thefe occartons. 


this very rea 
will pardon i 


of difp 


whether the 


m 


it has been matter 

is better intro¬ 
duced 


i 
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duced at the end or beginning of a Fable. Efop, 

(aid before, univerfally mefted any fep’ 


as 


I 


rate Moral 


Thofe we now find at the clofe of 


his Fables, were placed 


Among the antients. 


there by other hands 

Gay 


Phaedrus 


and 


mong the moderns 


nferted theirs at the begin 


and Fontaine difpofes of them indifcriminately at 
the beginning or end, as he fees conven.ent. 

I 

than 

For I would neither 


La Motte prefers them at the 


lujii 


If amidft the authority of fuch great names 
mieht venture to mention my own opinion, 
fhould rather prefix them as an introduction th 

add them as an appendag 


CtUU ^ o „ _ , t* . 

pay my reader nor myfelf fo bad a compliment, 

as to fuppofe, after he had read the Fable, that 

he was not able to difcover its meaning. He- 
r. ...Un IVTnral of a Fable is not very 


he was 

fides 

P 


hen the Moral of 
and ftriking 


difcover its meaning 

Fable is not 


a leading thought at 


beginning puts the reader in a- proper 
knows 


He 

like a 
fport w 
liaence. 


> -r 

to 

the 


g a 


which he 


beag 


warm 


fcent 



track;, 
and. 


follows the 



th alacrity, in 

On the other 


proportion to his intel- 


he h 


pre 


m 


f the defign, he is puzzled 


through 


upon 


its merit 


the Fabl 

with 1 


and cannot detern 


c 


perulal. A ray of light 


{hew him th 


; the trouble of a freili 
, impaited at firfr, 

y 

deTtcy and propriety of every 


preffio 


vels 


in 


d 


goes along 
. no wond 


but 


h 


he tra- 


if he ftumbl 


or 


miflake his way. 
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clear : that is, it ought to (hew without equi¬ 
vocation, precifely and obvioufly, what we in¬ 
tend fhould be underftood. II. It muft be one 


and 

fepa 


That 


muft not be compofed of 


and independent actions, but muft tend 


in all its circumftances to the compl 


fingl 


HI. It muft be natural 


of 

that 


is, founded, if not on Truth, at ieaft on proba 


bility 


on 


popular opinion ; on that relation 


and analogy which things bear to one another, 
when we have gratuitoufly endowed them with 
the human faculties of fpeech arid reafon. And 
thefe conditions are taken from the nature of the 


human mind 
bar rafted, to 


; which cann 
be bewildered 


endure to be em 
r to be deceived. 


A 


ble offends againft perfpicuity , when it 
doubtful what Truth the Fabulift 


in¬ 


tended to 
pie of thi 
mg wheel 




convey 

i D 


We h 


i 


r. 


ive a ftriking exam 
Croxall’s Fable of the creak 


t c 


A coachm 


fay 


he, hearing 


le of his wheels creak, was furprized ; but more 
pecially, when he perceived that it was the 
or ft wheel of the whole fet, and which he 

b: d but little pretence to take fuch a 


thought 


b 


e 


rty 


B 


upon 


th 


reafon 


his demanding 

O 

why it did fo, the wheel replied, that it was 
natural for people who laboured under any af- 

ain.” Who would 


fo r m s 


t < r 


fbdtion or calamity to compl 
magine this Fable defigned 

admonition 
- ourfelves \ 

) take care 
The ftory 


as the 
> reprefs 


lth 

or 


forr 

a n d 


comp 


we muft 


keep 


f pc cik 


folitud 


tireme 


this Fabl 


well imagined : at Ieaft, it meant to (i 
moral which the author has drawn horn it. 


pport the 


A Fable is faulty in relpeht to unity, wh 


the leveral 


ft 


different ways 


and 
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center 


and do 
diftina arid 1 

of this kind 
fervation he makes upon 

gepns 


like fi> many lines, in one 


mbiguous moral, 
furnifhed by La Motte 


An 



Thele pigeons had 


i 


mpie 
the ob-? 
two pi- 

proeal affec 


_for each other 

defire to travel, was 

companion, 


One of them {hewing a 

leftly oppofed by his 
The former fets out 


upon 


his 


but 

mbles, and encounters a 


thou fa 


unforefeen dangers 


while the4atter fuffers hear 


as 


much at home, thro’ his 


his roving friend 


However 


ppr^henfions for 
ir trav eller, after 


hairbreadth Scapes 


returns at length in 


fafety back, and the two pigeons are, once ag 
mutually happy in each other’s company 


Now 


the appli 


of this Fable is utterly vague and 


uncertain, for want of 


mine 


mftances to deter 

wheth’er the author deiigned principally to 

friend s 

their mutual bappi- 
Whereas had the travelling 


prefent th k dangers of the Travelle 
xhty during his abft 


nefs on hiS return. 

p.aeon met with no difafters on h.s way, but only 
found all pleafures infipid for want of his friend 


participation 
motive, than 


had he returned from 
defire of feeing him again. 


i r 
the 


whole then had happily clofed in this one conlpi 

that the prefence of a real rrien 


nfere nee 


the moft defirable of all gratificatio 


The laft rule I h 


fhould be 

’Tis < 


ppofed, wh 


mentioned that a Fable 
ay be violated feveral ways. 

ake creatures entei 


we 


into unnatural 


affo 


Th 


th 


fl 


ietp 


or the 
lion ; 


goat 

O 


muft 


ade to hunt 


d it is yet more abfurd, to repreient 


Ulv 


w 


ter. 


falling in love 
Tis intiin«;ed, by 


the 



fter’s d 

to th 


Pi 


A 


tites and 


fli o 


that are 


not confident with 


t:: VI i 
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their known chara&ers ; or elfe 

them in fuch occupations* as 
unfuitable 

fhould not be 



to their refpe£tive natures* 




long for grapes 


hedg 


hog pretend to drive away flies ; nor a partridge 


offe 


ferv 


to delve in the 


ard 


ponderous iron and an earthen vafe fhould 


A 


lwim together down 


and he that fhould 


make his goofe lay golden eggs, would fhew a 
luxurienty^y, but very little judgment . In fhort, 
nothing befides the faculty of fpeech and reafon, 
which fable has been allowed to confer even upon 
inanimates, muft ever contradict the nature of 

things. 


Opinions indeed, altho 


if they 


ther are , or have been univerfally received 


ei 


fford fuffic 


foundat 


for a Fable 


may 

The 


mandrake, here , may be made to utter groans 


and the d\ 


to pour forth her elegy 


The fphinx and the phoenix, the fyren and the 
centaur, have all the fxiftence that is r« 


for fable 


Nay 


even the man in the 


the goblin, the fairy 


quifite 
, and 


lotted him, fo it be not 


may have each his 


one. 


Here the notoriety of opinion fuppl 


an improper 

the 


place of facSb, and in this manner truth may fairly 
be deduced from falfehood 
Con 
it is a 
ways to be /, 


th 


of this compolition, to ad 
Yet a Fable with < 


incidents proper for Fable, 
thout exception, that they ought 

it being foreign to the nature 



one 


of much 
zle incid 


lety. 
may 

poflihly appear too naked. If Efop and Phae- 
di us are herein fometimes too fparmg, Fonta mp 


beft 


La Motte are as 
i moil other matte 

In a word, the 


often too profufe. In this 


a medium certain 


iden^s fhould 



is 

>Jy 

be 
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be few but fhort; and like thofe in the Fables 
of «« the fwallow and other birds,” fi* the miller 

and his fon ” and, -* the court and country 
« moufe,” they mu ft naturally anfe out of fubjett>, 
and ferve to illuftrate and enforce the Moral. 

SECT. III. 

Of the Per fins i Characters, and Sentiments of Fable. 

T HE race of animals firji prefent themfelves* 

as the proper a£tors in this little drama. 
They are indeed a fpecies that approaches, in 
many refpe&s, fo near to our own, that we need 
only lend them fpeech , in order to produce a 
ftrikine refemblance. It would however be 
unreasonable, to expert a ftrift and umverfal 
fimilitude. There is a certain meafure and 
degree of analogy, with which the molt dil- 
cerning reader will reft contented': for inftance, 
he will accept the properties of animals, altho 
neceffary and invariable , as the images of our 
inclinations , tho’ never fo free. To require more 
than this, were to fap the very foundations ot 
allegory ; and even to deprive ourfelves of halt 
the pleafure that flows from poetry in general. 

Solomon fends us to the ant, to learn the wit. 
dom of induftry : and our inimitable ethic poet 
introduces nature herfelf as giving us a fimilar 
kind of counfel. 

Thus then to Man the voice of Nature fpake ; 

<c Go, from the Creatures thy injlrunions take — 

“ There all the forms offacial union find , 

« And thence, let reafion late inJiruCt mankind.” 

He 



xl 


An ESSAY on FABLE! 


* 

He Hippofes that animals 


in 


thei 


native cha 


racers, without the advantages of fpeech and 
reafon which are affigned them by the Fabulifts, 
may in regard to Morals as well as Arts y became 
examples to the human race* Indeed, I am 
afraid we have fo far deviated into 
appetites and fantaftick manners, as t 


afcititious 

> find the 


expediency of copying from them , that fimplici- 
ty we our (elves have loft. If animals, in them- 
felves may be thus exemplary, how much more 
may they be made inftru£tive, under the direc¬ 
tion of an able Fabulift ; who by conferring up¬ 
on them the gift of language, contrives to make 
their inftin&s more intelligible and their ex¬ 
amples more determinate ! 

But thefe are not his only a&ors. The Fabu¬ 
lift has one advantage above all other writers 


whatsoever ; as all the works both of 


and 

He 


ha 


: are more immediately at his difpofal. 
in this refpe&, a liberty not allowed to 


dramatick 


who 


ndoubt 


epick 

edly more limited in the choice of perfons to 
be employed. He has authority to prefs into 

every kind of exigence under hea- 

rds, infects, and all the 


his ferv 


ven 


not 


mal 



ifts, bird; 
but flovve 


all the tribe of vegetables 


fhrubs 

Even 


* 

, trees, and 

mountains* 


foffi 


m 


1 


and the inanimate works of 


nature, difcouife articulate 
and add the part which he 


ly at his command. 

The 


aiTEns 

o 


them 


virtues, vices, and every property of beings 
ceive from him a local habitation and a name. 
fhort he may perfonify, beffow life, fpeech 
adfion on whatever he thinks proper. 


re¬ 

in 

ind 


of 


It is eafy to ims 

d variety this muff op 


gine what 


to 


i fpurce of 
a genius c 


capable 

and of employing, thefe ideal 

per- 



perfons 

nity it afford 


•• 
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in a proper manner 


: what 
him to diverfify his 
the fancy with change of 



xll 

opportu- 

arvd 

while 


he ftrengthe 

the paflio 


the 


demanding, or 


by a fucceffion of Truths 


To raife 


beings like * thefe into a ftate of action and in 
b u?£.„ gives the Fabulift an undoubted 


telligence 


Fabulift an undoubted 


that firji character of the poet, a Creator 


I rank him 

of epick 


as 


I faid before, with the wri 


dramatick poems 


but the ma 


ker of pins or needles 


much an^artift, as an 


fmith : and a painter 


mi 


(hew as much (kill 

largeft proportions. 

When thefe perfons are or 
carefully enjoin them proper 
them fentiments and 


as he who paints 


? may 

in the 


raifed, we muft 


tafks 


and 


ffig 


„ u „oe fuitable to their 

DO 


fever al 


and refpeftive properties 


A 


fhould 


ed for her 


bear be represented with an elegant (hape 


Twere 
paint ar 


very 


obvious inftance ofabfurdity, to 


cruel : or a 


wolf, compaffionate 


Ar 

an 


ais were 

my 


but ill qualified to be General of 

I % r _ ^ 


tho’ he may well 


fer 


per 


haps for one of the trumpeters 


as popular opinion 


allows to th 


But fo long 
lion, 


m 



nitty 




muie 


rage, to the tyger 

to the fox 


Strength 


to th 


g 


and buffoonery 


to the monkey 


hy may 


charaaers of an Agamemnon 


they 

Ach 


pport 



Ulyffes and Therfit 


The truth is, when Mo 


actions 


with judgment attributed to th 


brute creation, we 


that nature is 


* 

H 



to have only 

wol 


by the Fabulift 


H 


c 


ppears 


at 


n ft a ted 


he 


d foxes, heh 


language 
and argu 


thofe creatures wtuld, had they originally been 
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endowed wijh the human faculties of fpeech and 


reafon 



But greater 


yet required, whenever 


perfonify inanimate beings. Here the copy f 0 

far de"““—~ r — -*■ ** - 


from the great 


of 


that 


without the niceft care, reafon will revolt a^ainft 
the nation. Ho * * - -- to 


beings of this fort 


ged ingenioufly and with addrefs 


the Fabulift 
and of variety, indeed the 


ma 


recommend 


thing 


and artificial 


by the grace of novelty 

rialogy between 
animal and inatri- 


that 


mate, is often lb very ftriking _ 
with feeming propriety,, give paffions and 


we 


timents 


can, 

fen- 


App 


every individual part of exiftence 


favours the deception 


may be enamoured of the elm 


The 


vine 


tify her pafiion 


her embraces tef 


The fwelling mountain may 


naturally enough be delivered of a moufe 


The 


P ° r ur * may reproach the pine, and the fky.rocket. 

The axe may follicit a new 

her ft 


infult the fta 
handle of the foreft 
male charade 


and the moon 


Here is nothing 

ihocks the reader with 
hand. 


queft a fafhionable garment. 

othing that 


incongruous 


impropriety. On the oth 

were the axe to defire a perriwig, and 


moon petition fo 
lity would then be 
come too glaring 


w pair of boots j probabi 
ated, and the abfurdity be 
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melancholy proof. The ordinary ftile of^Fa 

ble fhould be familiar, but alfo elegant 


Were 


T tn in/lance any ftyle that I fhould prefer on this 


ccafion 


fhould be that of Mr. Addift 


tales in the Speaat 


That eafe and fim 


plicity 


that-concifenefs and propriety, that fub 


duedand decent humour he fo remarkably dif 


covers there j feem to have qualified him for 
Fabulift, almoft beyond any other writer 


But 


to return 


The Familiar , fays Mr. La Motte, to whofe 
ingenious EJfay I have often been obliged in this 
difeourfe, is the general tone, or accent of Fable. 
It was thought fufficient, on its firft appearance, 
to lend the animals our moft common language. 
Nor indeed have they any extraordinary preten - 
funs to the fublime ; it being requifite they fhould 
Jpeak with the fame fimplicity that they behave . 

The familiar alfo is more proper for infinua- 
tion, than the elevated ; this being the language 


of reflection 


the former is the voice of fenti 


ment. 


We guard ourfelves againft 


the 


but 


lie open 


the other ; and inftruCtion will al¬ 


ways the moft effectually fway 

J _ _ a V ft 


when it ap 


pears leaft jealous of its rights and privileges 
The familiar ftyl 


quired 

which 


however that is here 
notwithftanding that appearance of Eafe 


charaCter 


perhap 


more difficult 

A 


to write, than the more elevated or fublime 
writer more readily perceives when he has rifen 
above the common language, than he perceives 
in fpeaking this language, whether he has made 
the choice that is moft fuitable to the occafion 
and it is neverthelefs, upon this happy choice de 
pends all the charm of the familiar 
the elevated ftyle 

be not the beft chofen j whereas the farm It 


Moreover, 

deceives and feduces, altho’ it 


pro- 



I 
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procure it (elf no fort of refpe£b, if it be noteafy, 
natural, juft, delicatg, and unaffected. .A Fabu- 
lift muff therefore beftow great attention upon his 
ftyle : and even labour it fo much the more, that 
it may appear to have coft him no pains at all. 

The authority of Fontaine juftifies thefe oni 


nions 



to fty j 


His Fabl 


es are . per. 



haps the heft examples of the genteel familiar , as 
Sir Roger L’Eftrange affords the grofteft, ,of the 
indelicate and law. When we read that u 
the frog and the moule were difputing jt at 
fwords point, down comes a kite powdering upon 
them in the interim, a wd gobbets up both together 
to* part the fray.” And “ where; the fox re¬ 
proaches a bevy of jolly goftiplng wenchesma? 




king merry over a dijh of pullets 


f 


that 


if be 


but peep’d into a henrooft, they always made 
bawling with tbeir dogs and their bajlards 
you yourfelves, lays he 
with your hens and 
word of the pudding 


; while 

fluffing your guts 


y 


capons 


and not a 



but is alfo 


rfe and vulg 


may , be familiar, 
and cannot fail to 

tafte 


dilguft a reader that has the ieaft degree of 
or delicacy. 

The ftyle of Fable then muft be fimple 
familiar ; and it niuft likewife be correct and 
gant. By the former, I would advife tb 


and 


it 


fhould not be loaded with figure and meta 


ph 


that the difpoiition of words be natural 


the turn of fentences 


tion 


barrafted 



d th 


co nf true 


By 

€ 

prov 


eleg 


I 


terms 


a 


would 

11 af- 


exclude ail coarfe and 

fedfed and puerile conceits; all obfolete and 
pedantick phrafes. To this I would adj 


as the word perhaps impl 
polifh, which gives a grace 


a 


d 


whol 


nd which 



tho’ it have alway 


finifhing 
to the 
the 


a P 
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xly 


ippearance of 


almoft ever the effect of 


A • 


hrt. 


But, notwithftanding all that has been 
here are fome occafion 


on which it 


lowable 


and even exped 


to 


hang 




The language of a Fable muft rife or 

conformity to the fubje& 


A Lion , when 


ntroduced in 


his 


:ourfe i n a 
Count ry - Mouft 


gal capacity, muft hold di£- 
ftrain fomewhat more elevated than 

The lioriefs then becomes 


[his fubjeXs 


and the beafts of the foreft are called 


method that off* 


once to the 


magi nation, both the 


?nal a'nd the perfon he 



ned to reprefent. Again, the buffoon-mon 
ould avoid that pomp of phrafe, which the 
mploys as her beft pretence to wifdom. 
Unlefs the "ftyle bs thus judicioufty varied, it 
will be impofiible to preferve a juft diftin£fron of 

chara&er. 

Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent. 


grace to Fable 


add 

when included 


but 


thea£f 


then moft happy 
whereof the Fable 


of Boreas and the Sun affords us an example 


An epithet well chofe 


is often a defcriptio 


tfelf ; and fo much the more agreeable, as 

in our purfuit of the ca- 


the lefs 


tards 


taftroph 


i 


ght enlarge much further on the fubject 


perhaps I may appear 


to have been too 

hint that little 


diffule already. Let it fuffice 
jlrokes of humour , when arifing naturally from 


the fubjgjpt 


and incidental reflexions, when kept 


in due fubord 


to the principal 


add 


a 


thefe compofi 


Thefe latter how- 

and 


ever fhould be employed very fparingly, 
with great addrefs ; be very few and very fhort . 
It is fcarcely enough that they naturally firing 

out 
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procure itfelf no fort of refpedf, if it be noteafy, 
natural, juft, delicate;, and unaffe#e<L A Fabu- 
lift mu ft therefore b eft ow great attention upon his 


ftyl 


and even labour it fo much the mart* 


it may appear to haye coft him no pains at all. 

The authority of Fontaine juftifies thefe opi 
nions in regard to ftyle.> His Fables are .per- 
haps the heft examples of the genteel familiar , as 
Sir Roger L’Eft range affords the groffeft, .of .the 
indelicate and lew. When we read that u swhile 




the hog and the moufe were difpiitmg jt at 
fwords point, down comes a kite powdering' upon 
them in the interim 


* 


to part the hay 




Ami 


d gobbets up both together 

the fox re 



proaches a bevy of jolly goftiping wenches ma? 


that 


jf he 


king merry over a d'tjh of pullet 
but peep’d into a henrooft, they always made a 
bawling with their dogs and their bafards ; while 
you yourfelves, lays he, can lie faffing your guts 
with your hens and your capons- and 1 not a 


word of the pudding This may . be familiar 


but is alfo 


rje and vulg 


and cspinot fad 


difguft a reader that has the leaft degree of tafte 
or delicacy. 

The ftyle of Fable then muft be fimple 


and 


famil 
gant 


‘; and it muft likewife be corredf and 
By the former, I would advife tb 


it 


fhould not be loaded with figure and meta 


ph 


1 4 4 


that the difpolrtion of words be natural : 


the turn of fentences ■ 
tion unembarrafted. 
exclude all coarfe and 



and th 


conftruc 


Bv 

prov 


elegance, I would 

: all af- 


terms 


fedied and puerile conceits; all obfolete and 
pedantick phrafes. To this I would adjoin, 

finifhing 
: to the 
i the 


as the word perhaps impl 


a 


pohfh 
whol 


hich gives a grace and 
and which, tho’ it have 



I way 


a P 
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xly 


of nature, is almoft ever the effeft of 

wr - 

krt. 

But 


notwithftanding all that has been 


here are fome occafions 
low able- and even exped 


on 



it 


to 


hange 



yle 



purfe 


The language of a Fable muft rife or 
conformity to the {iibjedft. A Lioiiy when 

in his regal capacity, muft hold dif- 
ftrain fomewhat more elevated than 

The lioricfs then becomes 


Count ry - Moufe 


Gjueen 

fubjeds 


aruf the beafts of the forcft are called 


method that off! 


once to th e 


imagination, both the 


mal a'nd the p erf on he 


_defigned to reprefent. Again, the buffoon-mon 
kev fhould avoid that pornpof phrafe, which the 

J « t n _ ^ ^ _! /*J 


)wl employ 


as he 


beft prete 


to wifdom 
aried, it 


Unlefs the ftyle bo thus judicioufty 
will be impoffible to preferve a juft diftmc’tion of 

Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent 


add 


grace to Fable 


but 


then moft happy, 
whereof the Fable 


when included in thea<5t 
of Borens and the Sun affords us an example 
An epithet well chofen is often a defcription 


itjef ; a 
the lefs 


nd fo much the more agreeable, as 

in our puifuit of the ca- 


tards 


taftroph 


I might enlarge much further on the fubject 


perhap 


I may 


ppear 


to have been too 


diffute already. Let it fuffice 


hint that 


frokes of humour , wh 


arifing 


lly from 


the fubj^Sl 


and incidental reflections, when kept 


n due fubord 


to the principal 


add 


a 


thefe compofit 


Thefe latter how- 

and 


ever fhould be employed very fparingly, 
with great addrefs ; be very few and very fhort . 

It is fcarcely enough that they naturally fprmg 

J out 
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out ofthe fubje& : they fliould be fuch as to ap. 
pear, necejjkry and ejfential parts of the Fable, 
Ailjd when thefe embellifhments, pleafing in 
tbemfelves , tend to iiluftrate the main a£iion , they 
then afford that namelefs grace remarkable in 
Fontaine and fome few others; and which per- 
fons of the beft difcefnment will more e zh\y con¬ 
ceive, than they can explain. 





THE 



r H E fables of Efop have always been 

ejleemed the bejl leffons for youths as 
beft adapted to convey the mojl ufeful 
maxims , in the mojl agreeable manner. 
Accordingly , many writers , both in verfe 
and profe , have endeavoured to cloath them 
in an Englifh d refs. It would ill become 
the Author of this work to animadvert 
upon their labours; but he thinks it may 
be faid with truth , and he hopes alfo with 
mode fly , that nothing of this kind which 
has been pubhfoed in profe , can juftly dif- 
courage him from the prefent undertaking . 


thi 


colie tii 


l 


l 


the . 

later 


In forming 

red to diflinvuijb , by two jeparate 


ende . 
book 


[be clive compo fit ions of tl 


ear 


Her 


d 



a 


d he 


lift 


it will 


found that he has often been mijlaken in 

this 



p 

gulat 


R 


E 


F 


A 


C 


E. 



though 


this 

kind 

portance. His principal 
fuch Fabl 


an error 


perhaps appear of no gi 



was 


that 

m 

fcleft 


-would, make the JlrongeJl 
mojt ufejul imprejfions on the minds of youth 

and then to offer them in fuch unaffected lan 

guage, as might have fome tendency to im¬ 


prove their flyle. If in this he hath at 


fucceeded, the work , it 



he unfer vice able to young reader 


prefum'd, will not 


unenter tainin* 


nor 


per Jons ofmaturer judg 


wholly 


To thefe he has ventured to add a third 
Book, confifting entirely of original Fables : 
and he offers it to the puhlick with all the 
diffidence which ought to accompany every 
modern production, when it appears in con¬ 
junction with writings of eftahlijhed repu¬ 
tation. Indeed, whatever hopes he has, that 
the prefent work may he favourably re¬ 
ceived, a life chiefly from the confederation, 
that he has been ajffifled in it by gentlemen of 
the mojl diffingiiifhed abilities ; and that feve- 
iaf both of the old and the nevj Fables, 




The life of Efop prefixed to this collection , 
is taken from Monf. de Meziriac, a very 
learned and ingenious Frenchman; who being 
dif lifted with the grofs forgeries of that lying 
monk Planudes, pubhjhed in 1632 the heft 
account he could collet l from ant tent writers 


of good authority. 


But this little v 


book , foon 


after became fo extreamly fcarce , /£<?/Monf. 
Bayle, in the fir ft edition of his dictionary , la¬ 
ments he never could get a fight of it Dr. 


Bendey in his differ lotion 


m 


on Ej'ofis Fables 
akes much* the fame' complaint \ nor does it 
appear that Sir Roger Ledrange or Dr. 
Croxal, ever fo much as heard of Meziriacb 

1 he work indeed in the original has 
continued equally fcarce to this day , but an 
Englifh tranflatiou of it falhnginto the writer\s 


name. 


ha nds 


? 



V 






* 

i. 



r 


> . 


’ set. 


P 



E 


F 



C 


E. 


hands, he hath endeavoured in feme meafurt 


to cor re El the language ; 



notes 


from 


feveral authors, particularly from Boyle V and 
Bentley 's controrverfy on the fubjeEl ; and he 
is perfuaded that the judicious reader will 
condemn him for adopting it , 

fictitious and ahfurd relation of\ Jplanudes. 




not 

the 


v <- 


> 


j- y 
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FABLE I. 

The Trees and the Bramble. 


H E Ifraelites, ever murmuring and dif- 
contented under the reign of Jehovah, 
were defirous of having a king, like the 
reft of the nations. They offered the 


kingdom 


Gideon their deliverer 


to his pofterity after him 
their offer, and reminded 


he generoufly 


to him, and 
ouflv refufed 


their king 


When Gideon was dead 


his fon by a concubi 


flew all h 


Jehovah was 
Abimelech, 
tther fons to 


number of leventy, Joatham alone 


fcaping 


nd bv the alTiftance of the Shechemites made him 


felf king 


Toatham, to reprefent to them thei 


jy, and to ihew them, that the moll deferving 
generally the leaft ambitious, whereas the wortla- 
lefs grafp at power with eagernefs, and exercife it 

fpake to them in the 


are 


with infolence and tyranny* fpake to them in the 
following manner. 

Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, fo may 


God hearken unto you 


The trees grown 


of the ftate of freedom and equality in which God 
had placed them, met together to chufe and to 


king over them 

B 


and they faid to the 

olive- 


2 
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Reign thou 


But the 


faid unto them. Shall I quit my fatnefs whe 


God and man is honoured^ 
the cares of government, and 
And they faid unto the fig-ti 


difq 


yfelf with 

the trees' 


Come tho 


and 


reign over us. 
Shall I bid adieu 


But 


fig 


faid unto them 


fweetnefs and my pleafant 


fruit, to take upon me the painful charge 
ty, and to he fet over the trees ? Then faid 
trees unto the vine, Come thou and reign ovei 
But the vine faid alfo unto them. Shall I leave 
wine which honoureth Gcd and cheareth man 


j 

the 


to 


bring 


pon myfelf nothing but trouble and 


ty, and to become king of the 


py 


y 


prefent lot 
Then faid 


feek fom 


we are hap- 
ther to reign 


the trees unto the bram 


ble. Come thou and reign 


And the bram 


ble faid unto them, I will be your king ; come ye 
all under my fhadow, and be fafe ; obey me, and 
I will grant you my protection. But if you obey 
me not, out of the bramble fhall come forth a fire^ 
which fhall devour even the cedars of Lebanon. 


FABLE 


II. 


1 The Frogs petitioning 'Jupiter for Q,Kin,g* 


A 


S Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap¬ 
pened to pals thro’ Athens juft after Pififtra- 
tus had abolifhed the popular Hate, and ufurped a 
wfovereign poer; when perceiving that the Athe¬ 
nians bore the yoke, tho 7 mild and eafy, with much 
impatience, he related to them the following fable. 

The commonwealth of frogs, a difcontented va¬ 
riable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change, 
petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king. The good- 


natured deity, in order to indulge this their re- 
queft, with as little mifchief to the petitioners 
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1S noflible, threw them down a log. At firft they 
bearded their new monarch with great reverence, 
d kep t from him at a moft refpeaful di fiance : 
but perceiving his tame and peaceable difpofition, 
they by degrees ventured to approach him with 
more familiarity, till at length they conceived for 

him the utmoft contempt. In this difpofition, they 
renewed their requeft to Jupiter, and retreated 
him to bellow upon them another lung. 1 he 
Thunderer in his wrath fent them a crane, who 
no fooner took poffefiion of his new dominions, 
than he began to devour his fubjedts one after an¬ 
other in a moft capricious and tyrannical manner. 

They were now far more diflatisfied than before ; 
when applying to Jupiter a third time they were 
difmifled with being told, that the evil they com¬ 
plained of they had imprudently brought upon 
themfelves ; and that they had no ether remedy 
now but to fubmit to it with patience. 

fable III. 

The Wolf and the Shepherds. 

H OW apt men are to condemn in others, what 

they praaife themfelves without fcruple ! 

A wolf, fays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 
where a company of fhepherds were regaling them¬ 
felves with a joint of mutton ; Lord, fa id he, what 
a clamour would thefe men have railed, ir they 

had catched me at fuch a banquet! 



fable 
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FABLE 


IV. 


The Belly and the Members. 


M 


ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Roman conful, 

being deputed by the fenate to appeafe a 
dangerous tumult and fedition of the people, who 
refufed to pay the taxes neceffary for carrying on 


the 


bufinefs of the ftate; convinced them of 


their folly, by delivering to them the following 

fable. 

My friends and countrymen, faid he, attend to 
tny words. It once happened that the members 
of the human body, taking fome exception at the 
condu£t of the belly, refolved, no longer to grant 


him the ufual luppl 


The tongue firft 


i fe- 
and 


ditious fpeech, aggravated their gi 
after highly extolling the activity and diligence of 
the hands and feet, fet forth how hard and un- 
reafonable it was, that the fruits of their labour 
fhould be fquandered away upon the infatiable crav¬ 
ings of a fat and indolent paunch, which 



ufelefs 


and unable to do any thing 


helping himfelf. This fpeech was 


towards 
ved with 


nanimous 


pplaufe by all the members 


Im¬ 
mediately the hands declared they would work no 
more ; the feet determined to carry no farther the 
load of guts with which they had hitherto been 
opprefied ; nay, the very teeth refufed to prepare 
a fingle morfel more for his life. In this diftrefs, 
the belly befought them to confider maturely, and 


not fom 


fo lenfelefs 


f 



bell 


Hie i 


ted 


, lays he, but may be fenfible that what- 
you beftow upon me, is immediately con- 

me for the 


good of } 

monftrated 


your ,ufe, and difperfed 



all into 


7 


mb 


B 


lie re 


vain 




for during the clamou 


of 


paflion 


t 
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aflioti the voice of reaion is always unregarded. 

I being therefore impoffible for him to quiet the 
tumult? he was If arved for want of their affiilance, 
and the body walled away to a Ikeleton. The 
limbs grown weak and languid, were fenhble at 
lad of their error, and would fain have returned 

to their refpeaive duty; but it-was now too late, 

death had taken poffeffion of the whole, and they 

ail perilhed together. 

fable V. 

The Fox and the * Swallow. 

\ R1STOTLE informs us that the fol- 

lowing fable was fpoken by Efop to the Sa¬ 
mians, on a debate upon changing their mmifters*. 
who were accufed of plundering the common¬ 
wealth. . , . * 

A fox fwimming acrofs a river, happened to be 
entangled in fome weeds that grew near the 
fhore, from which he was unable to extricate him- 
felf. * As he lay thus expofed to whole fwarms ot 
flies, who were galling him and fucking his blood ; 

a fwallow obferving his diftrefs, kindly offered to 

drive them away. By no means, laid the fox , oi 
ifthefe fliould be chafed away, who are already 
fufficiently gorged, another more hungry fwarm 
would fucceed, and I fhould be robbed of every 

remaining drop of blood in my veins. 

* Tnftead of the fwallow, it was originally a hedge-hog 
but as that creature teems very unfit for the bufmefs of 

.driving away flies, ’twas thought more proper to iubtti- 
tute the fwallow. 



FABLE 
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FABLE VI. 

*Tbs Fox and the Raven. 

A Fox obferving a raven perched on the branch 

of a tree, with a fine piece of cheefe in her 
mouth, immediately began to confider how he 
might pofiefs himfelf of fo delicious a morfel. 
pear madam, faid he, I am extremely glad to 
have the pleafure of feeing you this morning : your 
beautiful fhape, and fhining feathers, are the de¬ 
light of my eyes ; and would you condefcend to fa¬ 
vour me with a fqog^.I doubt not but your voice 
is equal to the refrof your accomplifhments. De¬ 
luded with this flattering fpeech, the tranfported 
raven opened her mouth, in order to give him a 
fpecimen of her pipe, when down dropt the 
cheefe : which the fox immediately fnatching up, 

bore away in triumph, leaving the raven to lament 
her credulous vanity at her leifure. 

FABLE VII. 

"The Fox and the Stork. 



rr 

r 


E 


fox, tho’ in general more inclined to 


roguery than wit, had 


ftrong 


T-J 


play the wag with his neighbour the lfork 
singly invited her to dinner in great form 


pon the tabl 


it confined intirelv of diffe 


foup 


fiork found 
ferved up 


m broad fhallow di flies, fo that fhe could 


d 



in the end of her bill 
fatisfy her hunger. 



very readily, and every now and 


but could not poffi- 
The fox lapped it up 


himfelf to his gueft, defired 


add r effing 


know 7 how (lie liked 


her entertainment; hoped that every thing was lea- 

lie was very forry 


ioned to her mind; and protefled 


to 



an cie n t 

,0 fee her eat fo fparingly. 

(he was played upon, took no no 

til to Uke every,.difh extremely 
preffed the fox fo earneftly to return her vifit tha 

P c , , . • _• Cn When the dav ar- 
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The ftork, perceiving 

no notice, but pretend- 

: and at parting 


ould not in civility refute 


ed he repaired to his appointment 


2;reat 


mortification 


; but to his 
when dinner appeared, he 


und it compofed of minced meat 


ferved up in 


long narrow-necked glafTe 

mrnalized with the fight or 


fo that he was only 

impoifibl 


him to tafte 


The ftork thrufl in her long bill 


felf very plentifully 


then turning 


n R h evnard, h who was eagerly licking the outfi 


( jarr where fome fauc 

d _ . ■ i n r_ 1 11_ 


had been fpilled 


very glad, faid fhe fmiling, that you feem 
fo good an appetite ; I hope you will make 

ty a dinner at my table 


1 am 
have 


er at my table as 1 did the other day 

Reynard hung down his head, and looked 


ours. 


ry much difpleafed 


Nay, nay, faid the ftork 


don’t pretend 


be out of humour about the mat 


they that cannot take a jeft, fhould never 


er 


make one. 


fable 


VIII. 


The Daw with borrowed Feathers . 

W HEN a pert young templar, or city appren¬ 
tice, fets up for a fine gentleman, with 
the affiftance of an embroidered waiftcoat and 


Drefden ruffles 


but without one qualification pro 


per to the charaSer, how frequently does it hap 
i - • -and de 


pen, that he is laughed 


by his equals 


fpifed by thofe whom he prefumed to imitate . 

A pragmatical jackdaw was vain enough to ima 

S vlO 


gine, that he wanted nothing but 
der him as elegant a bird as the peacock 


P u ffed 


up with this wife 


B 4 


he plumed himfelf 


fuffi 
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aSufficient quantity of their moft beautiful fea¬ 
thers, and in this borrowed garb, forfaking his old 
companions, endeavoured to pafs for a peacock 
But he no fooner attempted to ailbciate with thefe 
genteel creatures, than an affbded flrut betrayed 
fhe vain pretender. I he offended peacocks, pluck¬ 
ing from him their degraded feathers, foon (trip¬ 
ped him of his gentility, reduced him to a mere 
jackdaw, and drove him back to his brethren; 
by whom he was now equally defpifed, andjuftly 
punifhed with general derifion and contempt. 

FABLE IX. 


'The Wolj and the Lamb. 


W HEN cruelty and injuftice are armed with 

power, and determined 
(trongeft: pleas of 


ppreflion 


the 


the fame 


are preferred in vain, 
ccidentally quenching 


A wolf and a Iamb \ 
their thirft together at 

llood towards the head of the ftream 


The 


b at fome dift 


belo 


folved on a quarrel, fiercely dem 


The inj 


nd the 
; beafi. 


} ou ciifnirt) the water which I 


How d 


p o o r 1 a m 


a 


all 


ft 


mb! 


) 




drinking 

5. How 


Th 

I be 


toe current lets from 

1) / 


can t iat poliibly be the calc, fincc 


c: 


ihe force of truth, h 


) 


to me ? D 


e 


ges 


fat 


ax 


1 

b 


you 


flandered 


me. 


returns tnc lam 


No 


for I 


th 


e matter, it was y 


father then, or 


iomc oi vour relations ; and immediately feizing 


the innocent iamb, he tore hi 


to pieces 


FABLE 
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fable X. 

The Mountain in Labour. 


9 


A Rumour once prevailed, that a neighbouring 

mountain was in labour ; it was affirmed that 
fhe had been heard to utter prodigious groans; and 
a general expectation had been railed, that lome 
extraordinary birth was at hand. Multitudes flock¬ 
ed with much eagernefs to be witnefies of the 
wonderful event : one expecting her to be deliver¬ 
ed of a giant ; another of fome enormous mon- 
iter; and all were fufpended in earnefc expectation 
of fomewnat grand and aftonifuing. When, after 
waiting with great impatience a confiderable time, 
behold, out crept a little ridiculous moufe. 

FABLE XL 


Tb 


Boys and the Frogs. 



N the margin of a large lake, which was m- 

a conn- 


bited by a great number ot fro 


pany of boys ha[ 
veriion was duck 


to 


d 


In y 


1 


di 


and whole vpllies 


ot 



were whirled into the water, to th 


Of rent 

v J 


annoyance and danger 

/ J 


ot 


c 


the 


d frog 


-\t 1 


eneth, one ot the mod hardy, lifting 


1 


nis 


CD 


above the furtace ot the lake ; A 


laid he, why will 


ve 


learn fo f< 


dear c, 
the era 


head 
ddren, 

1 prac- 


t'ces ot your race ? Conhder, I belecch ye, that 


ho 


may be fport to 


t 1 

1 ^ } 


ih 
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FABLE XII. 

2 'be Lark and her Tounr. 

o 

A Lark having built her neft in a field of corn, 

it grew ripe before her young were well a- 
ble to fly. Apprehenfive for their fafety, (he en¬ 
joined them, while fhe went out in order to pro¬ 
vide for their fubfiftence, to liffen very attentively, 
if they fhould hear any difcourfe concerning the 
reaping of the field. At her return they told her. 
that the farmer and his fon had been there, and 
had agreed to fend to fome of their neighbours, 
to aflift in cutting it down the next day. And 
fo they depend, it feems, upon neighbours, 
faid the mother: very well: then I think we have 
no occafion to be afraid of to-morrow. The next 
day fhe went out, and left with them the fame 
injundtion as before. When fhe returned, they 
acquainted her that the farmer and his fon had 
again been there, but as none of their neigh¬ 
bours came to their affiflance, they had deferred 
reaping till the next day, and intended to fend for 
help to their friends and relations. I think we 
may Till venture another day, fays the mother; 
but however be careful as before, to let me know 
what paffes in my abfence. They now inform 
her, that the farmer and his fon had a third 
time vifiitcd the field ; and finding that neither 
friend nor relation had regarded their fummons, 
they were determined to come the next morning 
and cut it down themfelves. Nay then, replied 
the lark, it is time to think of removing : for as 
they now depend only upon themfelves for doing 
their own bufineft, it will undoubtedly be per- 
io r m e d. 


FABLE 



A 
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FABLES 


II 


FABLE 


XIII. 


The Stag drinking. 



Stag quench 


his 


ft in a 


lake 


was 


(truck with the beauty of his horns 
faw reflected in the water 


:ime, obferving the extreme 


At the fame 

(lendernefs of his 


kgs; 

treat ure 


What pity it is, fa,d he that fo fine . 
ihould be furnifhed with fo defptcable a 


fpindle (hanks 


hat a truly noble 


I 


Ihould be, were 


blc 


my 


mv legs in any degree anfwera 
, horns ! In the midft of this foliloquy 
rrmed with the cry of a pack of hounds 


He immediately fl 


nil rfue 


fo far behind 


have efcaped ; but taking 


the fored, and left his 
that he might probably 

thick wood, his 


a 


10ms were 


gled in the branches 


where he 


held till the hounds came 


p, and tore him 


pieces 



Hov 


In his lad moments, he thus exclaimed 

do we judge of our own true advan 


ages t 


he legs which I defpifed would have borne 
in faletv, had not my tavourite antlers be- 


* • 
raved me to rum 


FAB 


L 


E 


XIV. 



<J‘bs Sivaliozv and other Birds 
Swallow obferving a farmer employed in fo 


g 


mp 


called the little birds togethe 


formed them 
hemp w 


about 


nd told them 


from which the nets, 


fo fatal to the feathered race, were compofed 


ad 


ifing them unanimoufly 


picking it up 


order to prevent the confequcnces 

either disbelieving his ir 


for 


or 


Fhe birds, 

gle£ting 

his 
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his advice, gave themfelves no trouble about the 
matter. In a little time the hemp appeared above 
ground : the friendly fwallow again addrefled him- 
felf to them, told them it was not yet too late, 
provided they would immediately let about the 
work, before the feeds had taken too deep root. 
But they ftill rejedting his advice, he forfook their 
fociety, repaired for fafety to towns and cities, and 
there built his haoitations and kept his refidence. 
One day, as he was fkimming along the flreet, he 
happened to fee a large parcel of thofe very birds, 
imprisoned in a cage, on the fhoulders of a bird- 
catcher. Unhappy wretches, faid he, you now feel 
the punifhment of your former negledt. But thofe, 
who, having no forefight of their own, defpife the 
wholefome admonitions of their friends, deferve 
the mifchiefs which their own obflinacy or neglh 
gence brings upon their heads. 

FABLE XV. 


The Afs and the Lap-dog. 


A 


N afs who lived 


th 


fav 


lap-do 


cr 


gree of alleCtion which the little 


e fame family with a 
bferving the luperior de- 


mm 


eu 


gined he had nothing more to do, to obta 


enjoyed 


1 lhare in the 
dog’s play! 


good graces, than to imitate 


d 


deannr care lies 

o 


Ac 


began to fnfk about before lus mailer 


g up his heels and b 


g 


legation ol wantonnefs and nleafantrv. 

it* » * .. . . I J 


ard 

{'era 


which the 


d not tail of raifing much iaugl 
linking lor approbation and 




gement, he proceeded 


p upon h 


en- 

mai- 


ter s bieaft, and began very familiarly to lick his 

face . but ke was prelently convinced by the force 
pf a good cudgel, 


that 


fpritely and agreea¬ 
ble 



A 
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fables 


I 




ble in one, may 

rude anti impert 


in 


>ther be juftly cenfuretl as 
and that the fureft way to 




efteem, is for every one to adt fuitably 

genius and character. 


his 


fable 


XVI. 


The Lien and the Moufi , 



Lion by accident laid his paw 
innocent moufe. The frighted 


pon 


poof 


imagining (lie was juft going to be devoured 
c-ed hard for her life, 

O * 1 , ~ 


beg 


the 


ft 


ged that clemency was 
attribute of power, and earneftly in- 


his maiefty, not to (Iain his illuft 


with the blood of fo vnfignificant 

which, the 
It happenet 


ma 


A ' 

b 


ter. 


I 


: upon 

very generoufiy fet her at liberty. 

ards, that the lion, 
he toils of the hun- 

knew the 


d 


fell 


voice of 


moufe heard his 

benefadtor 


rings, 
mediately repair 


mg to 
of the net, 


• ft A M “ S' ym 

his aluftanee, gnawed in pieces the melh 


- 7 O # * 

d by delivering her 


vine 


ed 


the 


low another, but may h 


it 


ferve 

fo much be- 
his power to ro 


good 


FAST 


E 


xvir 


The TVeij and the Crane . 


A 


Wolf having with 
L owed a bone, it unti 


much greedinefs fwal 


] y 


r* 


th 


and in the viou rce ot his pain lie 


d 


a r i m a 


d to hazard 


mto extradfit.None 
xpenment, except 

aded bv his folemn promifes of 


dangero 


a gratuity, venture 

O * ' 




thruft her enormous leng 


©f 
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of 


e d the 


fables 


k down his throat, and fuccefsfully perform- 


operat 


W 


pence; See the unreafonablenefs offoin 


g the rtcom- 


the wolf: have I 


the 


draw thy neck 


of my j 


buffered thee 


and 


4 

fafely 


fcience to demand a further reward 


If thou 


fable 


xviil 


The Countryman and the Snake. 

m 

A N honeft countryman obferved a foake lying 
x under a hedge, almofl: frozen to death. He 
was moved with companion ; and bringing it home 

he laid it near the fire, and gave it fome new milk! 
Ihus ted and cherifhed, the creature prefently be¬ 
gan to revive: but no fooner had he recovered 
itrength enough to do mifchief, than he fprun^ 
upon the countryman’s wife, bit one of his chil¬ 
dren and in fhort, threw the whole family into 
contuhon and terror. Ungrateful wretch ! faid 
the man, thou half fufficiently taught me how ill- 
judged it is, to confer benefits on the worthlefs 
and undefervmg. So faying, he fnatched up a. 
hatchet, and cut the fnake m pieces. 


fable 



The Dog and the Shadow. 


J\ N hungry fpaniel, having fiolen a piece cfihfl 

± JL from a butcher’s fhop, was carrying it a 

v.rois a liver. Fhe water Heino- ^ I or- on,i r ... 


a river. 

fhining brightly, he 
ifream, and fancied it to be 


rying it a- 


fa 


d 


greedily opening his j 

he loff the fubffa 


morfel: upon wh 


being clear, and the fu 

own image in the 
ther dog, with a 


his 


njufily 


nd 


fliado 
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fable 


The Sun and tbs Wind. 



/Eolus had once a difpute, winch of 


Hoebus and 

them could fooneft prevail with 


jssransag. «« 


a Haul ted 


with great violence 
cloak ftill clofer about him, doubled 


r- rap r f r to keep i and went on his way. And 

ff Ph«bus dTted his warm infinuating rays, 


obiiged'htmm throw af.de that cloak wh.ch alUhe 


by degrees 


length 


I 


ge 


f /Eolu 

h 


uld not compel him to 


% 


faid Phoebus 


the bluftering god 


that Toft and gentle 


means will often 


Pa 


fo 


d fury can never effedt 


fable 


XXL 


A 


The Wolf and the Majliff. 

Lean, half-ftarved wolf ^rtently ftroHcd 
in the 


y of a drong well-fed maffiff, 


being much too weak to a£t 


upon 


the oden 


ht it mod prudent to accoft honed Tow 


uve, L AIVJU b - * . 

fer in a friendly manner : and 


amon 


very complaifantly congratulated 

J 1 * T 7 1 _ _ ~ rn f n 1 


ther civili- 
him on his 


ma 


goodly appearam 
diff. 1 am indeed 


me 


i/hy, yes, returned the 
.lerable cafe; and if you 
icon be altogether in as good 


a plight. 


The woll 


ed 


P 


h 


ears at the 


propo 
m u if 


^ 9 1 


d requeded to be 


formed what he 


d 


( 


caret o 


the mad iff; 
my naader, and 


Uiefe conditions 


be 

iungry 


tiful meals. Very lit 
drive away begg 
Pil to his family, 
wolf land no o 



To 



> 


tion 


A 



i6 
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fables 


and veij rcadny coniented 


acquaintance where-ev er he would 


As they were trotting alone 


to folio w his 

condudt 


the wolf obfer 


, . , a - L ' 1 '- won ooierved 

a ««»*round his Inend’s 


which railed 


was the occahon 


'loiity 




it ? Noth 


enquj 


what 


1 


or a mere 


ng 


nfwered the 


tnH °; perhjps the collar 

Chain 


to 


which ray chain is fometi mcs fattened. , re _ 

piled the wolf, with much furprize ; it Ihould feem 

t len that )ou are not permuted to rove about where 


hen you pleafe. Not al 


returned 1 


r _ i • y s . j * x u\v- 

fer, hanging oown his nead ; but what does that f,< r. 
n.tyr It figmfies fo n„.rh. rejoined the wolf, that 


half a 

t'erabl 


refolved to have 


with li 
full on 


/liai 


in 


dinners 


bert 7> ,s in niv eilimaticn pro 

^ I V / • 1 l. a. A* 


fable 


xx it. 


Fortum and the Scbool-l 


uoy. 



School-boy, fatigued with 



threw him' 


felf down by the brink of a deco pit, where 


he fell fa ft afleep 
and feeing h 


fortune happening to pals by, 

J 


dange 


fit u 



1 . o - is-muLy 

fl ve h , im a \*\\ on the ^H>ulder : My dear child, faid 


(he, 
bori 


you had fallen into 


blame, tho 


have been wholly 


, L 

in fa6t the 


— 

I ihould have 
cadent would 

are! of 


othc 


7 j -jfmui u\. n care to is; 

Lid a celebrated cardinal, h, but 


means abfolutel 
mankind differ 


ord for imprudenc 


c 


n 


b 


i 


uenc 




.rue : certain however, it is,’that 

, . >rt - ev ns from tneir o\ vn imnru- 

tiian front events which are net in their 


power to control! 
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FABLE XXIII. 



*The Frog and the Ox. 

no- wonderfully flruek with the fize 


Frog be 

and majefty of an ox that 


grazing 


marfhes, could not forbear endeavouring to expand 


mg 
you, 

it. “ 

will. 


and 


portly magnitude 
ellt ei g for fome time 


After puff 
What think. 


fillet 




laid fhe 


Will this V 7 By 


” Nothing like 
:ulous efforts to the fame 


will this do?” Far from 
» means. “ But this furely 
In ihort, after many ridi- 

fruitlefs purpofe, the 


Ample frog burft her (kin, and miferably expired 


upon the fpot 


FABLE XXIV. 


The Lion and other Beajis bunting in Partnerjhp. 



Leopard, a lynx, and 


wolf were ambitious 


of the honour of hunting with the lion. H 
f.ivagc 111 ajefty gracioufly condescended to the 
lire, and it was agreed that 


t h ey 


fhould all hav 


an 


al fhare in whatever might be tak 


They 


9 

Icon r the 


pin 


liter a very fire chafe, pull down a noble ilag. It 


\V 


divided with erreat dexterity by 


the 


into 


four equal part 
iecure his fhare 


s ; but juft as each was going to 
Hold, lavs the lion, let no one 


prefume to ferve himfeU, tid he hath heard out 

juft and- reafonable claims. 1 feize upon the hric 


reafonable cl 
by virtue of my prerogative 


the fecond 


I think is due to my fuperior conduct and 


for 


i v a i i n i O — 

cdlities of my den ; and 


third on account of the ne~ 


anv one 

j 


is 


inclined to 


% ' 


til'[Hit 




my 


rjo-ht to the fourth, let him fpeak. 

* 1 '— 1 ^ * \ s 

Awed 



18 ANCIENT FABLES. 

Awed by the majefty of his frown, and the ter¬ 
ror of his claws, they filently withdrew, refolvin-r 
never to hunt again but with their equals. ^ 

FABLE XXV. 


'The Ani and the Fly. 


A 


N 


and 


fly 


ridic 


about precedency, and were arguing which 


of the two was the more 


rable : fuch d 


putes mod frequently happen amongft the lowed 

and molt worthlefs creatures. The fly exprefled great 

refentment, that luch a poor, crawling infe£fc fliould 

prefume to lie baflung in the fame funfhi 

one fo much her fuperior ! Thou haft n 
the infolence, 

equal rank with me. I am 

chan 1C creatnrr 


faid lhe, to imagine thyfelf 

of yo 


, with 
furely 
of an 


who live by their induftry 


enjoy in plenty, and without labou 


that is truly del 


i pi 


myfelf 


; but 
every thing 


ed upon the heads of kings; I kifs with freedom 


the lips of beau 
facrifi ces that ar 

the gods, replied the ant, and 
of the fair and the powerful 


ndeed, to one who was 


es ; and feaft upon the 
offered to the gods. To 

to enjoy the 
would be g 


ceft 


fav 


ted 


come 

driver 


gueft 

out 


but an impertinent intrude 


wel- 


who 


is 


he appears, has 
of his privileg 


th averfion and contempt wherev 


methinks to boaft 


bouring for your fubflftence 


And as to the honour of 


ly your difg 


> 


boaft 


for hence it is, that one half 

- even of the common 


of the year you are deft; 

necefiaries of life ; whilft I 

tiring to the hoarded granaries, which 


the fam 


time re¬ 


el nilrv has filled 


enjoy every fatisfaction 


honeft 

inde- 


penden 


f 



m- 
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indent of 


the favour either of beauties or 


19 

of 


kings 


FABLE 


XXVI. 


T 

fert, 


The Bear and the two Friends. 

\V O friends, fetting out together upon 

led through a dangerous de 


journey 


y 


■hich h 
nromifed to 


afYift each other, in 


manner they 


might be afTaulted 


They 


ad not 


naniiwi tuvT -o t • 1 * 

roceeded far, before they perceived a 


making towards them with great rage 

& - - ■ — of them 


hopes in fl 


but 


There 
being 
hich 


erv afitive, fprung up into a tree; upon w.neu 
y “ - throwing himfelf flat on the ground 


the othe 
held his breath 
membered to 


and pretended to be dead 
have heard it aflerted 


re- 


that this 


prey upon 


lifelefs carcafe 


The 


bea came up an5 after fmelling to him fonre time 

Deal earn \, When he was fairly out 


left him 


nd went 


f fight’and hearing, the hero from the 


out 


Well, my friend 


hud the bear 


calls 

He 


r 


fe 1 y 


He did fo 


feemed to whifper you very 

replied .he other; and gave me this goo P' e ^ 
of advice, to afiociate with awretc , 


the hour of danger will defert his triend. 


fable 


XXVII 



c 


of 


a bull, expreucu - 

eht fhould be incommodious 

O t 2 ! \ _ 


The Bull and the Gnat. 

ted gnat, fully perfuaded of his own im- 

& J . « • r 1 r — the horn 

left his 

and with much 


.cnceiteo giiai, ‘ ~ . 

r.ortance, having placed him e 

1 fl . —. ^ ^ I f * 


prefted great uneafmefs 


remony b 


< V-. W 


bull’s pardon fo 


berty 


had 


t a k e n 




fluring h 


ould im 


diately 




fable xxvnr. 



’The Wafps and the Bees. 

Retenders of every kind are beft deteaed 
appealing to> their works. 

Some honey-combs being claimed by a fwa 



of wafp 


the 


ght 


rm 


protefted againft their 


demand, and the caufe was referred to a hornet. 
WitnelFes being examined, they depofed that cer¬ 
tain winged creatures, who had a loud hum, were 
or a yelLowifh colour, and lbmewhat like bees 


were obierved 
the place where this neft was found 


confiderable time hovering about 

But this did 


fufficientfy decide the queftion ; for thefe cha 


ra&eriftics, the hornet 


bferved 


greed no lefs 


th the bees than with the wafps. At lentr'h a 
fenfiblc old be- nffi-r^ aJ_ b ’ - a 


offered to p 


matter up 


decifive iffue ; Let a place be appointed, faid he, b 


for the pi 


an 


ffs 


nd 


r 


nda 


i\ 


ble 


l l 


fu 


appear which of 


i 


egul 


cells, 


and 


fter 


pa 


Th 


O' forming 

ol filling them with fo delicious a fluid 
i chafing to agree to this propofal, fufficiently con¬ 
vinced the judge on which, fide the right lay, and 


C5 


j->V UIU1 

decreed the honeycomb 


dingly 


F A BLE XXIX. 


The aid Man and Death. 



quite fpent with carrying, a 
> which with much labou r 

he 
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i had fathered in a neighbouring wood, called 
on Death to releafe him from the iatigues he en¬ 
sured. Death hearing the invocation, was imme¬ 
diately at his elbow, and afked him what he want¬ 
ed Frighted and trembling at the unexpeaed ap- 
rearancc-— O good fir ! faid he, my burthen had 

like to have dipt from me, and biting unable to re¬ 
cover it myfelf, I only implored your allot an ce to 

lav it on my ihoulders again. 

FABLE XXX. 


'7*' 7 

T c - 


Court and Country Moufc. 


d once, the ho- 
old acquaintance 

belonging to the court. *1 be country-moufe. ex- 


A Contented country-m 

nnnr to receive a villt i: 


_ly glad to fee her gueft 

before her the beft ch.eefe and 
cottage afforded, and as to their 
ihe pureft water from the Ipnng 


cry hofpitably let 


beverage 


her 
was 


The repaft was 


homely 
fat and 
agreeabl) 

each to f 


deed, but the welcome hearty 


they 


chattered away the evening together very 

d in peace and quietnels 


and 



The next morning when 

her leave, fhe kindly preffed 

country friend to accompany her; fetting forth 


gueft was to take 


in very pompou 


great elegance and 


T 


w 


hich they lived 


try-moufe was eafily prevailed 


pon 


The 

and they let 


togethc 


It was late in the evening when they 


ed at the palace 


howev 


in one of the 


room 


they found the remains of a fump 


ainment 


fhere were creams, and 


d 


fweetmeats ; and every thing, in fhort, of themoft 

was Parmefan, and they 


delicate kind 

.wetted their 


the cheefe was 
hifkers in exquiftte champain 


But 

before 
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before they had half finifhed their repaid, they were 

alarmed with the barking and fcratching of a lap- 
dog ; then the mewing of a cat frighted them al- 
moft to death ; by and bye, a whole train of fer- 
vants burft into the room, and ev^ry thing was 
fwept away in an inftant. Ah ! my dear friend, 
faid the country- moufe, as foon as fhe had reco¬ 
vered courage enough to fpeak, if your fine living 
is thus interrupted with fears and dangers, let me 
return to my plain food, and my peaceful cottage: 
tor what is elegance without eafe ; or plenty, with 
an aching heart ? 

FABLE XXXI. 

♦ 

T he Fox and the Goat . 

A Fox and goat travelling together, in a very 

fultry day, found themfelves exceedingly thirf- 
ty, when looking round the country in order to dif- 
cover a place where they might probably meet 
with water, they at length deferyed a clear fpring 
at the bottom of a pit. They both eagerly de- 
feended, and having fufficiently allayed their thirft, 
it was time to confider how they fhould get out. 
Many expedients for that purpofe were mutually 
propofed, and rejected. At la ft the crafty fox cri¬ 
ed out with great joy, I have a thought juft ftruck 
into my mind, which I am confident will extricate 
us out of our difficulty : do you, faid he to the 
goat, only rear yourfelf up upon your hinder legs, 
and reft your tore feet againft the fide of the pit. 
In this pofture, I will climb up to your head, from 
whence I fhall be able, with a fpring, to reach the 
top: and when I am once there, you are fenfible 
it will be very eafy for me to pull you out by the 
horns. The fimple goat liked the propofal well; 

and immediately placed himfelf as diredted : by 

means 
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r 

J 


icsns of which 
lined the top. 
die afliftancc > 


0 


the fox without much difficult) 
And now, faid the goat, give 


pro mi fed 


Thou old fool, re- 


plied the fox, had’ft thou but halt as much wit as 
f • * ould’it never have believed that 1 


beard, thou 


V 


ould hazard my 


own hie to lave thine. 


II o w 


ever, 


I will leave With thee a pie 


of 


be of fervicc to thee hereafter, it thou 
jhould’fk have the good fortune to make thy eicape : 
u hiever venture into a pit again, before thou ha - 
well ccnfidered how to get out ot it. 


F A B L E 


XXXII. 


The Farmer the Cranes , and the Stork. 


/* Stork 


A 


party 


was unfortunately drawn into company 

iome cranes, who were juft letting out 

it. which in 


of pleafure as they called 


truth was to rob the ft lb-ponds of a neighbouring 

pie ftork agreed to make one \ 

that thev were all taken in the 


fa r m e r. 


Our 


fa fit 


fo happened 

The 


been old offenders, had 


, little to fay for themlelves, and were prelently 
difpatched : but the ftork pleaded hard for Ins life; 

red that it was 

vO - 1 • r* /I ^ 1 — ^ m t •• n I O 


naturally addidlcd to 


ling fifh, that he was fa¬ 


mous for piety to his_ parents, and | n i 1 ?^ 


many other virtues. 


A 


piety and virtue, 


farmer, mav for aught I know, be exemplary 


* 


being in company with 


render 


fufpicious ; and you 


mu ft therefore fubmit 


with patience to 
your companions 


fhare the fame punifhment with 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXXIII. 

‘The Oak and the Willow. 


A Conceited willow had once the vanity 


! e ng 


his miglny neighbour the oak, to a 


trial of ftrength. Jt W3S to be determined by the 

florin; and fEolus was addrefled by both par¬ 


ties. 


his mod powerful efforts 


Th 


fooner afked than granted ; and a violent hu 


is was 


fe 


the 
force 
way. 


blaff 


the pliant willow, bending from 


or fhrinking under it, evaded all 
e the generous oak, difda 


its 


ppofed its fury, and was torn 


roots. Immediately the willow beg 


g 

P 



give 

the 


claim the vi£fory : when thus the fallen oak 


ana 


pted 

ffrength ? Poor wretch 


eaknefs 


Calleff thou this a 
not to thy flrengt 


not to thy boldly facing dang 


but 
bu 


meanly fkulking from it, thou oweff thy prefent 
fafety. I am an oak, though fallen ; thou Hill a 
willow, though unhurt: but who, except fo mean 


tch 


hyfelf, would prefe 


an i 


gnom 


life, preferved by craft or.cowardice, to the glory 
of meeting death in a brave contention ? 


FABLE 



XXIV. 


The Bay and the Filberts, 

* 

A Certain boy, as Epi&etus tells the fable, put 

his hand into a pitcher, where great plenty 
of figs and filberts were depofited ; he grafp- 
ed as many as his fill could poffbiy hold, but 
when he endeavoured to pull it out, the narrow- 
nefs of the neck prevented him. Unwilling to 

lofe 
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lofe any of them, but unable to draw out his hand, 
heburftinto tears, and bitterly bemoaned his hard 
fortune. An honed fellow who flood by, gave hirn 
this wife and reasonable advice ;—Grafp only half 
the quantity, my boy, and you will eallly fucceed. 

FABLE XXXV. 


'The Satyr and the Traveller . 



no 
in 


Poor man travelling in the depth of winter, 
through a dreary foreft, no inn to receive him, 
iuman creature to befriend or comfort him, was 
danger of being darved to death 


ever 


At lafl, ho\ 
the cave of a fatyr, where lie in- 


and fhelter himfelf 
eather. The fatyr 
ith his requefl. The man 
Sooner entered, than he began to blow his 


treated leave to reft a ' 
from the inclemency of 

lly complied 


fing 


His hod 


n f 
' 


it ion, w 
do it, laid 


31 


which are benumbed 


prized at the novelty of the 
know the meaning of it. I 
, to warm my frozen joints, 
,vith cold. Prefen lly after- 


1 


;ards the fatyr having prepared a mefs of hot gruel 
1 rcfrcfli his gued, the man found it nceedary to 

blow Ills porridge too. 


V hat, inquired the fa 


; 1 !', 


~ 1 


1 w 


you 1 



tot enough ? 

o 


7 - I! 


J th 


e tra¬ 


veller, too hot; and 
Do you fo ? quoth the 1 


es, rcpiie 
I blow it to make it cooler. 

: out of my 




then ge 


C /T • * r\ 

.i > U vi J 


d 


o o 
<1 >j 


you 


c a n 


for I 


communication with a creature, 
cold with the fame breath. 


fire to have no 
t blows hot and 


G 


FABLE 




ancient 


fables. 


FABLE 


XXXVI. 



T3EFORE the life of horfes was known in the 

JL -T, w ° r d > one of th ofe noble animals, having; been 
infulted by a flag, and finding himfelf unequal to 

his adverfary, applied to a man for affiftance The 
requeff was eafily granted, and the man putting a 
bridle in his mouth, and mounting upon his back 
foon came up with the flag, and laid him dead a! 
his enemy’s feet. The horfe having thus gratified 
lus revenge, thanked his auxiliary : And now will I 
return in triumph, faid he, and reign the undifpu- 
ted lord of the foreft. By no means, replied the 
man ; 1 (hall have occafion for your fervices, and 
you rnufl go home with me. So faying, he led him 
to his hovel, where the unhappy fleedYpent the re¬ 
mainder of his days in a laborious fervitude ; fenfi- 
ble too late, “ that how pleading foever revenge 

may appear, it always cods more to a generous 
mind than the purchafe is worth.” 


fable 


XXXVII. 


Tbe Farmer and bis So; 


is. 


declining in 


time 


Wealthy old farmer, who had for feme 
been declining In his health, perceiving that 
he hac not many days to live, called his fons to- 


gether to his bed-fide 


My dear child 


faid the 

injunc- 


dymg man, I leave it with you as my lad 
tion, not to part with the 'farm which has'been 

family thefe hundred years : for, to difclofe 

et w hich I received from my father, 
and which I now think proper to 


you a fee 


communicate 


you 


> 
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you 


there is a treafure hid fomewhere in the 


grounds ; though I never could difcover the parti¬ 


cular fpot where it lies concealed. 


However, as 


foon as the harvefl is got in, fpare no pains in the 
fcarch, and I am well allured you will not lofe your 
labour. The wife old man was no fooner laid in his 
grave, and the time he mentioned arrived, than his 
Ions went to w o r k^ d with great vigour and ala¬ 
crity turned up a]^n add again every loot of ground 
belonging to their faTrh: the confequence of which 
was, although they did net Find the object of their 
nurfuit, that their lands yielded a lar more plenti¬ 


ful crop than thofe of their neighbours. At the 
end of the year, when they were fettling their ac¬ 
counts, and computing their extraordinary profits, 
I would venture a wager, faid ot& of the brothers 
more acute than the reft, that this was the con¬ 
cealed wealth my father meant. I am fure, at 
leaf!:, we have found by experience, that c£ Indus¬ 
try is itfelf a treafure.” 


their net 


fighbours. A 
refettling thei 


the 


ir ac- 


FABLE 


XXXVIII. 


< The Lien and the Gnat. 


AVaunt! thou paltry, contemptible infect ! faid 
L ^ a proud lion one day to a gnat that was trill:- 


!P.Cr C! 


• I 1 




bout in the air near his den. 


The gnat, enra¬ 


ged at this unprovoked inlult, vowed revenge, and 
immediately fettled., upon the lion’s neck. After 
having fufficiently tei/.cd him in that quarter, fihe 


quitted her flatten and retired under his belly ; and 
from thence made her laid and mod formidable 


attack in his nofitrils, where flinging him al- 
moit to madnefs, the lion at length fell down. 


r a C'c, 


vexation 


and 


pain 


utterly fpent with rage, vexation, and pain. 
The gnat having tints abundantly gratified her 
refentment, flew* off in great exultation : but in the 


C 2 


hecdlels 



f 
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heed I els tranfports of her fuccefs, not fufficientb 
attending to her own fecurity, die found hcrfelf ij 
her retreat unexpectedly entangled in the wen of a 
fpidcr; who milling out indantly upon her, put an 
end at once to her triumph and her life. 

This fable inftrufcts us, never to differ fuccefs f 0 

far to tranfport us, as to throw us off our guard 
againd a reverfe of fortune. 

F A B L E ‘XXXIX. 



A Mifcr having feraped together a conbderabk 

fum of money, by denying himfelf the com¬ 
mon conveniencies of life, was much embarraffed 


lodge it mod; 


fe 


or 


] y 


plexing debates with himfelf, he at 
upon a corner in a retired field, where 
his treafarc. and with it his heart, in a hoi 


After many pe 


1 3 


he depofit 


which 


he dug for that purpofe 


Ilis mind was now for a 


moment at eafe ; but he had not proceeded m.inv 
paces in his way home, when all his anxiety return¬ 
ed ; and lie could not forbear going back to he 
that every thing was fafe. This he repeated again 
and again ; till he was at lad obferved by a labour¬ 


er who was amending a hedge in an adjacent mea¬ 
dow. The fellow concluding that fomething ex- 

0 ^ * o 

traordinary mud be the occafion of thefe frequent 
vifits, marked the fpot ; and coming in the night in 
order to examine it, he difeovered the prize, and 
bore it off unmoleded. Earlv the next morning, 
the miter again renewed his vifit ; when finding Ins 
treafure gone, he broke out into the mod bitter 
exclamations. A traveller, who happened to be 
palling by at the fame time, was moved by his 
complaints to enquire into the occafion of them. 

Alas 
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plied 


the mifer, I have fuftained the mofl 


parablelof 
„ ie of a him of money, 
done r.e longer ago 


fome vill 


robbed 


hich I buired under this 


yeflerday 


Buried 


turned the traveller with fur prize ; a very exiu 
ordinary method truly of dilpcfing of your riches 

\\ T hv did you not rather keep them in your houfe 
tl-ntVnev might be ready for your daily occaiicns 


re- 

extra- 


ordinar) 


poling of your riches! 


L k 1 ./ 9 « 

n a iiv nrVaficns 1 r- fumed the mil' 


j 


ill! 


the vain 




m o r. e y 


a you imagine I io little 
as to luHer it to he run 




red 


„..h by cccafions r on the contrary, I had prudent 
ly refolvcd not to touch a fingle ihiding ot it. 

th.it was your wife rciu 
ler, I fee no fort of r 
flicted ! it is but put tin 
your treafure, and it 1 
full as well. 


It 


n 


*# 

this (Ion 


ing thus af 


4 > 


in tlie place ot 

0, r 


all ) 


purpoie 


FABLE 


XL. 


Mi new a s Olive. 




II 




ly the heathen mythologies, have 
each of them their favourite tree. Jupiter 


gods, r 


prefer red t lie oak 


\ 


hcebus 


lar. 


Cybele the pine, and Hercules the pop 


Minerva, continues the mytnoiogiIt 


lui pri 


cd that they fhouUl choofe barren trees, afked 




riter the reaion. 


It 


laid he, to prevent any 


1 1 0 


confer the honour we do them, h>r 
fuke of their fruit. Let lolly fuf petit what it 


I K 


iCai e> 


linen 


I fhall not 


ack 

the 


9 

that I make choice of the 


pie to 
for 


uiefulncfs of its fruit. O daughter, replied the 


of the gods. 


It 15 V, 


ith juftice that 


father — - 

teem thee wife ; lor not lung u trulv vulu.m.c that 




is not ufeful. 


C 


3 


FAB 1, £ 




3° 


ANCIENT 


FABLES 


fable 


XLI. 


Tbe Mimick ami the Country 


man . 


M 


EN of 
prejud 


judg 

and 


5 of their miftakes 

me by inconteftable 


wrong from fome foolift 
Tftft they perfift in the de- 
are fometimes brought to 


A 


hy patrician, intending to 


the Roman people with fom 

ments, published a reward 

furnifh out a new or uncommon 
ted 


treat 


any 



emulation, the 


diverfi 


ho could 
Exci- 


tifts affembled from 


parts ; among whom, a mimick well known for his 

gave out that he had a kind of enferrain. 


ment that had 


flag 


yet b 


produced upon any 


Th 

hole 


report being fpread about, brought the 

Id hardly 



th 


togethe 


The theatre 


ft appeared 


her of fpeO 


And whe 


the il 


without 


apparatus, without any promoter or afTsft 


any 


enry a: 

iftcnce. 


d fufpcncc kept the fpeaators in a pro 


On a hidden the performer thruft 


his bofo 


nd 


> 


CT 


fed the fqueaking of a 


pig fo naturally, that the audience 


j n 


file 


:(i 


open it, he had a real pig under bus cloak, and 
dered him to be fearched. Which beimr d' 


hen nothing* appeared* they loaded the man with 


c n 


4 I 


ms, arid iionoured him 


t ravagant applaufe. 

A. country fellow obferving wh.at paft 
fays lie, 


the moil 


1 


do this b 


than he 


d 


\ T 

Y 

J 


f 


he would perform 


- <c Faith 

nd imme- 
the fame 


tiling much better the next day. Accordingly, 
greater crouds a {Terrible : prepoftefted hov/ever in 

favour 
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favour of the firft artift, they fit prepared to laugh 
3 t the clown, rather than to judge fairly of his per- 

^They both came out upon the ftage. The mi- 
nick grunts away firft, is received with vaft ap- 
plaufe, and the loudeft acclamations. rhcn 

under his cloaths, (which in fait he did) pluck¬ 
'd the ear of the animal, and by-the pain forced 
Mm to utter his natural cry. The people exclaim¬ 
ed aloud that the firft performer had imitated the 
„i e much more naturally, and would have lulled 

] he countrvman off the ftage : but producing the 
real pig from his bofom, and convincing them by 

a vifible proof of their ridiculous error ; See, gen¬ 
tlemen, fays he, what pretty fort of judges you are . 

FABLE XLII. 

The Dog and the Crocodile. 

W T E can never be too carefully guarded againft 

a connexion with perfons of a fufpictous 

character. . XT .. , 

As a dog was courfing the hanks or the Nile, he 

grew thirfty ; but fearing to be feized by the mon¬ 
gers of that river, he would not flop to fatiate hn> 
drought, but lapped as he ran. ^ A crocodile rail¬ 
ing his head above the furface ot the water, allied 
him, Why he was in fuch a hurry? he had often, 

he laid, wifhed for his acquaintance, and lhould he 
glad to embrace the prefent opportunity. ^ ou co 
me great honour, faid the dog, but it is to avoi 
luch companions as you that I am in fo much a a e. 


C 4 
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fable 


XLIII. 


1 oe IP elf in Dlfguifc. 


D 


Signing hypoc 


A 


covery, by 


frequently lay themfel 


acting their parts 


wolf who by his frequent vihts to a flock of 


Jhcep m lus neighbourhood, began to be extremely 
well known to them, thought it expedient ~ 


fucce 


j 


c: 


appear in 
guifed himfelf in 
his fore-feet upon a Hick 


a new <_ha ruble 

fhe ph 


i rying on his depred 

. .. fW r r' .. . 


To 


hi 


a 


habit 


for the 

to 

end he dif- 

and refhns; 

& 




■ward 


crook, 
ie fold 


h-e foftly made 
It hannrnrr 


which ferved him by 


approaches to- 

the lhepherdand 


b both of them extended on the 


fail afleep ; fo that lie would 


^ ^ Ul 

nly have fuc 


ceeded in his projea, if he had not imprudently 
attempted to imitate the fhepherd’s 

•f * l • z' ^ - 4 


horrid noife awakened them both 


voice. 


The 


when the v/olf 


encumbered with his difguife, and finding 
poflible either to refill-, or to flee, yielded 


life 


an eafy prey to 


im 

hi 


here 


FABLE XLIV. 


The Bee and the Spider. 



HE bee and 
warm deba 



'Her once entered into a 

which was the better artill. 
he f'wLr urged f.er fkiil in the mathematics: and 


aiferted that 
herfelf with th 


h U 1 1 fo 


acqu 


r* 


<q 


and circles 


nifrubxion of line 


that 


i ted as 

angles. 


flae daily wove 


any 

J 


oilier 


was a fpecimen of art inimitable by 
cieatlire in toe univerlc : and befides, tfiat hei 
vvcirO) were derived from herfelf alone, th*e pro- 

duel 
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wher 


the boaded 


honey 
f! o w e i 


he bee, was dolen from every herb and 


field 


that fhe had obligat 


even to the me 


d weeds 


ro 


the bee re¬ 


plied 


that (he was 


hop 


of 


ract 


i n (T 


honey from the meaned 


Id at lead 


been 


ed her as an excellence ; and that 


dealing fvv 


the field 


eets from th 
(kill was th 


and flowers 


fo confp 


its 


frag 


flower ever buffered the leaf! diminut 
'ance from fo delicate an operation. 


a s to the fpider’s vr _ 

llruclion of lines and angles, fhe believed flic might 

fclv reft the merits of her caufe, on the regulari- 

J _ * 1 /l- ^ « 1 A A /J 4- /A 


ted knowled 


i. Then, 

the con- 


t'. 


f her comb 


but fimee die cculd add 


this, the fweetnefs and 
and the various purpofei 


to 


ence of her honey, 
Fieh her wax was 
fear from a compa- 


employed, die had nothing to tear trom a compa- 
rifon of her (kill with that of the weaver of a flimfy 


eb; for 


he value 


of 


r y 


die ob 


chiefly 


be edimated by its ufe 


FABLE 


XLV. 


Thd Afs and his Maficr. 


Diligent afs, that had long ferved a fever® 
mader, daily loaded beyond his drength, 
phi hut at very fhort commons, happened 


d kept 


1 A 


day in his old age to be oppreffed 


of earth 


Mis drength being 


paired, and the road deep and 
lately made a trip, and unai 
r fell down and broke all the 


th a bur- 
ng much 
he unfor¬ 
ever liirn- 
to pieces. 


mader tranlported with rage, began to beat 
with great violence, and without mercy. To 
nn the poor afs, lifting up his head as he lay 


the ground, drongly remondrated 


C 


5 


Unfeeling 
wretch S 


1 
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wretch ! to thy own avaricious cruelty, in firft 

pinching me of food, and then loading me beyond 

my (Length, thou owed the misfortune which 
thou fo unjuftiy imputed to me. 

FABLE XL VI. 

'Tbc Cock and the Fox . 

* 

JSl ^ experienced old cock was fetting himfelf to 
XAc rood upon a high bough, when a fox ap¬ 
peared under the tree. I am come, faid the artful 
hypocrite, to acquaint you in the name of all my 
brethren, that a general peace is concluded be¬ 
tween us and your whole family. Defcend imme¬ 
diately I befeech you, that we may mutually em¬ 
brace upon fo joyful and unexpe£ted an event My 
good friend, replied the cock, nothing could be 
more agreeable to me than this news; and to hear 
it from you iiicreafes my fatisfaaion. But I fpy 
two greyhounds at a didance coming this way, 
who are probably difpatched as couriers with the 
treaty : as they run very fwiftly, and will cer¬ 
tainly be here in a few minutes, I will wait their 
arrival, that we may all four embrace together. 
Reynard well knew that if this was the cafe, it 
was no time for him to remaip there any longer: 
pretending therefore to be in great hade; A- 
dieu* fa id he, for the prefent} we w ill referve 
our rejoicings to another opportunity : upon which 
he darted into the woods with all imaginable ex¬ 
pedition. Old Chanticleer no fooncr faw him 
depart, than he crowed abundantly in the triumph 
of his artifice, for by a harmlefs dratagem to dif- 
appoint the malevolent intentions of thofe who 
are endeavouring to deceive us to our ruin, is not 
only innocent but laudable. 


FABLE 
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FABLE XLVII. 

The Eagle and the Crow. 

T O mi flake our own talents, or over-rate our 

abilities, is always ridiculous, and fome- 

times dangerous. 

An eagle, from the top of a high mountain, 
made a (loop at a lamb, pounced it, and bore it a- 
way to her young. A crow, who had built her 
neft in a cedar near the toot of the rock, oblerving 
what paffed, was ambitious of performing the fame 
exploit: and darting from her neft, fixed her ta¬ 
lons in the fleece of another lamb. But neither a- 
ble to move her prey, nor difentangle her feet, 
fhe was taken by the fhepherd, and carried away 
for his children to play with: who eageily en¬ 
quiring what bird it was,-An hour ago laid 

he, fhe fancied herfelf an eagle; however, I fup- 
pofe fhe is by this time convinced that fhe is but 

a crow. 


FABLE XLVIIf. 


The Fanner and the Stag 



Stag, who had left 


fomc diflunce 


A 


H3.C5- 


hounds, came up to a farmer, and dciircd 

7 L . . - , - 1 • . ! 


lie would fuffe 


coppice 


hich 


urn 

ned 


to hide him 


in 


a little 


h 


Idie farm 


on condition that he 


Id forbear to enter a 


field 


f 


w 


which lay bef 


h 


d was 


mined 


dy for the fickle 
d promifed not to betray 


pan e 


him 


The fquire 


ith his train inflantly appeared and enquiring 
hether he had not feen the flag ; 


No. laid th 


has not pafled th 


way 


I ai i'u re you 

-✓ 

but 
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fables 


but, III order to curry favour at the fame time with 

, wor p' l P> he pointed filly with his fintrer to the 
place where thepoor bead lay concealed. This how. 


ever, the fnortfma 


on his game, did 


! /' , - ' — — w o ^ vjiu iiur 

o erve, but pafied on with his dogs acrofs the verv 

£ 1 Cl u Ac An n 4 - L _ /l • i • j 


As foon as the flag perceived they 


prepared 


were 


a 


* V 

b 


fteal off, without fpeakin 
ord. Me thinks, cryed the farmer, you miYht 

thane me, at leaf}, for the refuge I have afforded 

}ou : Yes, find the flag, and had your hands been 

as honeft as your tongue, I certainly fhould ; but 


all the return that 


is a juft indignation and contempt 


double dealer has to 



fable xlix. 


T/je Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox. 

A h ion a,:d a • ( yS er jointly feized on a youny 

fawn, wmch they immediately killed. This 


ad no 


fconer performed, than the 


fell to 


decide whofe property it fhould 


and fo obftinate 


f r ~-• I he battle was fo bloody, 

that they were both compelled, thro’ wearinefi 

and lots of blood 
tual ccnfcnt. ton 



fox 
ft t u a t 


ft ft ; and lay down by mu- 
" ‘ At this inflant, a 


who 


perceiving 


prey 


a 


id be 


totally difabled 
duckdy came by 

! > niat ^ e i bold to feize the contefted 
ie it oft unmolefted. As foon as the 
lion could recover breath, How foolifh, faid he, 

has been our conduct ! Inftcad of being contented 
as sve ought, with our refpeftive fhares ; our fenfe- 
lefs iage has rendered us unable to prevent this raft 
cally fox from defrauding us of the whole. 


FABLE 




A Conceited afs had once the impertinence to 

bray forth fome contemptuous fpeeches a- 
jvainft the lion. The fuddennefs of the infult, at 
firft raifed fome emotions of wrath in his bread: 
bat turning his head and perceiving from whence 
it came, they immediately fubfided, and he very 
fedately walked on, without deigning to honour 
the contemptible creature, even fo much as with 

an argry word. 

FABLE LI. 

The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 



T is by no means prudent to join interefls with 

‘ to fubjedt us to 


fuc 1 1 as hav 


power 


their own 


nd 


By the intreaties of a hedge-hog half ftaryed 


cold, a fnake was 


perfuaded to receive 


into her 
his pi 


He was no fooner entered 


him 

than 


beg 


be 


y uneafy 


panion i upon which, the fnake defired 
provide himfelf anotlu 


ent 


he would 

lodging, as fhe found her 
ge enough to accommodate 


apart 

both. Nay, faid the hedge-hog, let them 


fy 


fituation exchange it; for my 


part 


I am 




T r 


y 


well 


ted 


I am 


nd 


if you are not, you are welcome 


hen 


you think prope 


FABLE 


LI I 


The Trumpeter. 


A Trumpeter in a certain army, happened to be 

taken prifoner, lie was ordered immediate- 
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ly to execution, but pleaded in excufe for himfelf 
that it was unjuft a perfon ftiould fuffer death’ 
who, far from an intention of mifchief, did not e ’ 
ven wear an offenfive weapon. So much the ra 
ther, replied one of the enemy, ftialt thou die- 
fince without any defign of fighting thyfelf, thou’ 
excileft others to the bloody bufinefs: for he that 

is the abettor of a bad adtion, is at leaft equally 
guilty with him that commits it. 1 

FABLE LIU. 


* 


Vice and Fortune . 



Ortune and Vice 


rding to Plutarch, had 


moft in their 
Fortu 


po 


to make mankind 


it 


once a violent conteft, which of them had 

nhappy 


boafted that fhe could take from 
very external good, and bring upon them 


men e- 


external evil. Be it fo 
is by no means fuffic 

whereas without yours, I am able 
completely miferable 


endeavours 


nay 


make them happy 


every 

plied Vice; but this 
thout my aftiftance: 

render them 
fpite too of all your 


* 


This fable is abridged from Plutarch 


hngbroke, in his Philofophical Tracts 


Lord Bo 


FABLE 


LIV. 


*Fhe Bear and the Bees. 

A Bear happened to be ftung by a bee, and the 

pain was fo acute, that in the madnefs of re¬ 
venge he ran into the garden, and overturned the 
hive. This outrage provoked their anger to a 
high degree, and brought the fury of the whole 
fwarm upon him. They attacked him with luch 
violence, that his life was in danger, and it was 

with 
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w 

\\ 


: th the utmoft difficulty that he made his efcap 


nded from head 


tail. 


In this defperate 


dition, lamenting his misfortu 


and licking h 


fores, 


could 
advifeabl 


quie 


feed under one 


profitable refentment to hav 


not forbear refle£ling, how much 
had been to have patiently ae¬ 
ry, than thus by an un- 

: provoked a thou- 


fand 
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From the Moderns. 


FABLE 


I. 



<The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. 
Miller and his Ton were driving their afs 


order to leli hi in. 


fha 


he 


market, in order to leli him. ± nai i 
ght get thither frefh and in good condi 


tion, they drove him on gently before them 
had not gone far, when they met a company of 

vellers. Sure, fa\ 


fhey 


afs 


p and 


ide 


you are mighty careful of 

meThinks one of you might as well get 

let him walk on at his eafe, while 

In compliance with 


trudge alter him 


advice 


the ok! man fet hisfon upon the heart 


They had fcarce advanced a quarter ot 
her, when they met another company 


hoobv, laid 

(low 


O 


f th 




mile fur 

lazy 

party, why don’t you get 

r , i f *1C 1 ^ ^ 1 T o r\ n t Vi l S . 


r n 


poor father 


Ul 


he old 


made his fon difmount, and got up 



In this marine 


they had 


marched 


many iurlongs 
in It the fat! 
wretch, lay they, 


third company beg 


A 


hard-hearted 


unnatural 


you fuffer that poor lad 

J - - - t 1 


o wade, through the dirt, while you like 

fa ? T he nood-na 


alder 


nan ride at your caie 


T he good-natured mil 


k-r 
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up behind him 


And 


met 


med with 


nd immediately took his f on 
now, the next man they 


nation than 


the retf 


more vehemence and ind 




pie of lazy boobies 


fcionable a 

far left abl 


there ever fuch 
load in 


'g 


fo 


manner 


to 


poor dumb 


uncon- 

h o 


him 
of 


rhe good old 


f --onto wtamic, VVnO IS 

carry (hem than they are to'tarry 


perplexed with 


opinions, was half inclined to make the expe 
it, but was fufficien 1 1 v mnvtnnprl k*. a:. .• 


ment, bu 
that there cannot be 


fufTiciently convinced by th 

more fruitlefs attempt, than 


endeavour to pleafe all mankind 


fable 

T'be Sorcerefs 


II. 


Ight and filence had 


N.. 

cerefs, in order to exercife her infernal 


whole world 


when an old 


given repofe to the 


ed_ 

proach 

within the circumferen 


red for- 
arts, enter- 

ap 


gloomy wood, that trembled at her _- 
The feene of her horrid incantations was 

" a larg e circle : in the 


f 


of which an altar was raifed, where "th 


in ti 


gu 


flam 


h 


lowed vervain blazed 

i *r i ■ ..win' 

the mifehtevous hag pronounced the dreadful words 
which bound all hell in obed 
She blows a raging peff 


to her charm 


from her 


ghbcunng folds; the innocent 


to the 

d 



afford a fit facrifi 
moon, by powerful 
orb, enters the wood 
to s realms a pear before 
her pleafure. fell me. fa id 


d 


ps into 
die, to 
. The 


down from her 
irits from PI ti¬ 
the altar, and demand 


egions of ft 


I fhall 


oei pieamre - I ell me, Paid fhe, where I fha 
find what I have loft, my favourite little dog. How 


mud th 
pofe of 


yed they all, enraged 


rder of 


Imp 


Beldam 


be 


rted 


th 


f thy little dog 


every creature diffurbed 


? 


fo 


fake 
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FABLE 


III. 


The Camclion. 



WO 


happened on their journey 


be engaged in a warm difpute about 


the 


of the camel 


One of them affirmed that 


blue : that he had fee 


it 


ith his own eyes 


uiuv 9 --- |. I 

pen the naked branch of a tree, feeding on the 

1 • * The other ftrongly affierted 


very clear day 

green 


and that he had viewed it 


r y 


ly and minutely on the broad leaf of a 

pofitive, and the difp 


fig 


Both of them 


was 


nfine to a quarrel ; but a third perfon luckily com 
inf by, they agreed to refer the queftion to h.s de 
cifion Gentlemen, faid the arbitrator, with a Imtle 


f 


g 1 


been 


felf-fatisfa£tion, you could 
ky in your reference, as I happen to hav 
J ~ ' ' but indeed y~” 


caught one of them laft nigh 
both miftaken, for the creature is. 
Black! crved they both; impoffible 


lly black. 
Nay, quoth 


(he umpire, with greatafTurar.ee, the matter may 

foot! be decided, for I immediately enclofed my 


nelion in a 


per bo 


d here he is. bo 


aying, 


he d 


W 


it out ot his poc 


P 


ned his 


box. and behold 


s 


fnow. The pofi 


difputants looked equally furprifed, and equal 

d: while the fagacious reptile alium 


d 


ng the air or a plulolophcr, ilyus admomfhed T em 


t'e children of men, learn 
ion in your opinions. 


r 


diffi 

s true, y 


and mode 

* 

happen, in 


i 


e 


prefent in id 


to he all in the 



nd 




nfulcrcd the fubjea under different 


fiances: but pray, for the future, allow other 


h 


yefight 


well as yourfelv 


nor 


onder if every 


pre 


th 


teffimony of his 


nfe 


to 


of another 


FABLE 
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fable 


IV 




The Wolf and the Lamb. 


/\ Flock of flieep wei 

while their dogs wt 
herd at a diflance playin 
fhade of a fpreading 


the 


b, obferving a half-darved 

of the enclofure. 


feeding in a meadow, 
afleep, and their fhep- 
>n his pipe beneath the 

A young unexperienced 

If peeping thro’ 


tered 


Lid the iamb 


him. Pray what are you feek 


converfa 


I 


fome tender grafs ; for 


am looking, replyed the wolf, 


to flake 

which, I 
in their 


pleafant than 


hing, you knov 


thirfl: at a 


feed in a frefh paflure, and 


perce 

tmoft perfed 


yftal flream 


both 


you enjoy within thefe pales 

Happy creature! 


continued he, Jiow much I envy you your lot 


poflefllon of the utmoft I defire 


I have long been taught by philofophy 


sfyed with 


limpl 


lamb 


for 
be fa- 

ft feems then, returned the 


frefh, accufe you falfely 
eafily contc 
future live 


that thofe who fay you feed 


or 


fince 

you. If this be 


a little 


like brethi 


will grafs 
us for the 


and feed together 



r t /"* 9 - ' w O 1 11 Vl • 

ia Y in j?> the Ample lamb imprudently crept through 


the fence, and became 


prey to 


tended philofopher, and a facrifice to her 


pre 

OVVl 


mexpe 


and 


redulity 


fable 


v. 


The Fox and the Bramble. 

Fox clofely purfued by a pack of dogs, took 
fhelter under the covert of a bramble. He 
rejoiced in this afylum, and for a while was very 
happy: but foon found, that if he attempted to 

ftir, 



Hi 

every 

ty> 


modern fables. 

he was wounded by thorns and prickl 

However, making a virtue ot 


45 


on 


fide 


he forbore to complain ; and comforted him 


feif with reflefihn 


blifs is perfeQ: 


that 


good and 
fountain. 

mv fkin ; 


are mixt, and flow from the fame 
Thefe briars indeed, faid he, will tear 


they keep off the dog 


For 


bear the 


the fake of the good then, let me 
with patience : each bitter has its fv/eet, and thefe 

brambles though they wound my flefh, preferve 
mv life from danger. 


FABLE 


VI. 


The Falcon and the Men. 


liferent circumftances and fituations make the 


U fame actions rig 


or 


rong, a virtue or a 


vice. 


Of all the creatures I ever kne 


faid a falcon 


hen, you are certainly the mod ungrateful 


What inftance of ingratitude, replt 

•• ♦ n Altr ^l^orrrci unnn IT1C ^ f I 


hen 


rned 

fa 61 < 


ftly charg 


upon 


The fijeateft, re¬ 


falcon ; ingratitude to your higheft be 

Do they not feed you every da) 


m e n. 


3 l'i u 

t h £ y 


(belter you every nigh 


N 




thelefs. when 


deaveur to court you to them, ) 


i 


ungratefully forget all their 
from them as from an enemy 
am* wild by nature, arid no 


duels, and fly 
Now I, 


ay 


w 1 1 o 
obliged to 


cm ; vet upon 


myfelf to be t 


O 


_ft of their carefles, fuffer 

and go, or come at their cqm- 

the hen. but 


i 


d. All this is very true, replied 
e may be a luffi 


both 


m\ 


a 


r 


a 


d for your familiarity : I believe y 
Angle falcon reading at the fire 
,ve feen a hundred hens trufted for 


fa 


whereas I 
^ fpit. 


FABLE 



46 MODERN FABLES. 

FABLE VII. 

The Travellers and the Money-bag . 

A S two men were travelling on the road, one of 

them efpied a bag of money lying on the 
ground, and picking it up, I am in luck this morn¬ 
ing, faid he, I have found a bag of money. Yes 
replied the other; though, methinks, you fhould 
not fay/, but We have found it; for when two 
friends are travelling together, they ought equally 
to fhare in any accidental good fortune that may 
happen to attend them. No, replyed the former, 
it was I that found it, and I mud infill upon 
keeping it. He had no fooner fpoken the words than 
they were alarmed with a hue and cry after a 
thief, who had that morning taken a purfe upon 
the road. Lord, fays the finder, this is extremely 
unfortunate, we fhall certainly be feized. Good Sir, 
replied the other, be pleafed not to fay We, but 1: 
as you would not allow me a lhare in the prize, 
you have no right to make me a partner in the pu- 
nifhment. 


FABLE 


VIII. 


The difeontented Afs. 

YN the depth of winter, a poor afs prayed heartily 
for the fpring, that he might exchange a cold 


fs ot 11 


for 


lodging, and a heartlefs 
warm weather, and a mouthful of frefh grafs. In a 


fhort time 


rding to his wifh, the warm 


ther, and the frefh grafs came 


them fo much toil and bufinefs, that he 


but brought with 


foon 


as weary of the fpring as before of the winter ; and 
he now became impatient for the approach of fum- 

th e heat, the harvelt- 

> and inconveniencies 

ot 


mer. Summer 


but 


work 


and other drudg 



MO DERN FABLES. 47 

of the feafon, fet him as far from happinefs as be¬ 
fore; which he now flattered himfelf would be 
found in the plenty of autumn. But here too he 
is difappointed ; for what with the carrying of ap¬ 
ples, roots, fewel for the winter, and other pro- 
vifions, he was in autumn more fatigued than ever. 
Having thus trod round the circle of the year, in 
acourfe'of redlefs labour, uneafinefs and difap- 
pointment; and found no feafon, nor ftation of 
life, without its bufinefs and its trouble; he was 
forced at lad to acquiefce in the cold comfort of 
winter, where his complaint began: convinced 
that in this world there is no true happinefs. 

FABLE IX. 


"The two Springs. 



W O fprings which iiTued from the fame 
mountain, began their courfe together: one 
of them took her way in a filent and gentle dream, 
while the other rufhed along with a founding and 
rapid current. Siller, faid the latter, at the rate 
you move, you will probably be dried up before 
you advance much farther : whereas, for myfelf, 
I will venture a wager, that within two or three 
hundred furlongs I fhall become navigable, and af¬ 
ter diftributing commerce and wealth wherever I 
flow, I fhall majeftically proceed to pay my tri¬ 
bute to the ocean: fo farewel, dear filler, and pa¬ 
tiently fubmit to your fate. Her filler made no 
reply ; but calmly defcending to-the meadows be- 


lo 


w 


increafed her dream bv the numberlefs little 


rills, which fhe colle&ed in her progrefs, till at 
length die was enabled to rife into a cGnfiderable 


river 


whild the proud dream, who had the va 
nity to depend folely upon her own fufficiency, con¬ 
tinued a Ihallow brook, and was glad at lad to be 

helped 
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helped forward, by throwing herfelf into the arms 
of her defpifed fitter. 

FABLE X. 

The Rofe and the Butterfly. 

A Fine powdered butterfly fell in love with a 

beautiful rofe, who expanded her charms in 
a neighbouring parterre. Matters were foon ad- 
jufted between them, and they mutually vowed 
eternal fidelity. The butterfly, perfectly fatisfyed 
with the fuccefs of his amour, took ,a tender 
leave of his miftrefs, and did not return again ’till 
noon. What! faid the rofe, when fhe faw him ap¬ 
proaching, is the ardent paflion you vowed, fo 
foon extinguifhed ? It is an age fince you paid me 
a vifit. But no wonder; for I obferved you court¬ 
ing by turns every flower in the garden. You 
little coquet, replyed the butterfly, it well be¬ 
comes you truely, to reproach me with my gal¬ 
lantries; wnen in fa£t 1 only copy the example 
which you yourfelf have fet me. For, not to men¬ 
tion the fatisfa£tion with which you admitted the 
kiffes of the fragrant Zephyr; did I not fee you 
difplaying your charms to the bee, the fly, the 
wafp, and in fhort, encouraging and the receiving 
addrcfles of every buzzing infect that fluttered 
within your view ? 

If you wall be a coquet, you mutt expect to hml 
me inconttant. 


FABLE 





I. 


The Torioife and the two Ducks. 

▲ 

V Anity and idle curiofity are qualities wliich 

generally prove definitive to thofe who lili¬ 
fer themfelves to be governed by them. 


A tor- 



MODERN FABLES. 49 

A tortoifi?, weary of palling her days in the 
fame obfeure corner, conceived a wonderful incli¬ 
nation to vifit foreign countries. Two ducks, 
whom the Ample tortoife acquainted with her in¬ 
tention, undertook to oblige her upon the occa- 
j]on. Accordingly they told .her, that if Ihe would 
fallen her mouth to the middle of a pole, they 
would take the two ends, and tranfport her when¬ 
ever (he chofe to be conveyed- The tortoife ap¬ 
proved of the expedient ; and every thing being 
prepared, the* ducks began their flight with her. 
They had not travelled far in the air, when they 
were met by a crow, who enquiring what they 
were bearing along, they replied. The queen of 
the tortoifes. The tortoife, vain of the new and 
unmerited appellation, was going to confirm the 
title, when opening her mouth for that purpofe, 
{he let go her hold, and was dalhed to pieces by 

her fall. 

FABLE XII. 

efte Cat and the old Rat. 

A Certain cat had made fuch unmerciful havoc 

among the vermin of his neighbourhood, 
that not a Angle rat or moufe dared venture to 
appear abroad. Pufs was foon convinced, that it 
affairs remained in their prefent fituation, he mu ft 
be totally unfupplyed with provifion. After ma¬ 
ture deliberation therefore, he refolved to have re- 
courfe to ftratagem. For this purpofe, he fuf- 
pended himfelf from a Ihelf with his head down¬ 
wards, pretending to be dead. The rats and mice 
obferving him, as they peeped from their holes, 
in this dangling attitude, concluded he was hang¬ 
ed for fome mifdemeanour ; and with great joy 
immediately Tallied forth in quell of their prey. 
Pufs, as foon as a fufficient number were collected 

D together. 
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together, quitting her hold, dropped into the midlt 
of them ; and-very few had the fortune to make 
good their retreat. This artifice having fucceeded 

fo well, he was encouraged tfftly the ; event of a 

fecond. Accordingly, he whitened his coat all 
over, by rolling himfelf in a heap of flour, and in 
this difguife lay concealed in the bottom of a meal 
tub. This ffratagem was executed in general with 
the fame effect as the former. But an old expe¬ 
rienced rat, altogether &s cunning as her adverfaryj 
was not fo eafily enfnared; I don’t much like] 
faid (he, that white heap yonder; Torinething whif- 

pers me, there is mifcliief concealed under it. ’ ’Tis 

true, it may be meal; but it may likewife be fome- 
thing that I dial 1 not relifh quite fo well. There 
can be no harm, at leaft, in keeping at a proper 

diflance: for caution,*T am fure, is the parent of 
fecurity. 

fable xiii. 


The Country Maid and her Milk-pad. 


W HEN men fuffer' their imagination to a™ 

mufe them with the profpeCt of diftant and 

uncertain improvements of their condition and cir- 
cumflances ; they frequently fuflain real Ioffes, by 
their inattention to thofe affairs in which they arc 
immediately concerned. 

A country maid was walking very deliberately 
with a pail of milk upon her head, when fhe fell 
Into the following' train of reflections. The mo¬ 
ney for which I (hall fell this milk, will enable 
me to incr-eafe my flock of eggs to three hundred. 
Fhefe eggs, allowing for what may prove addled, 
and what may be deftroyed by vermin, will pro¬ 
duce at lead two hundred and fifty chickens. The 
chickens will be fit to carry to market about 
Chriilmas, when poultry always bears a good 
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I cannot fail of having 

Green 


modern 

price: fo that by May-day 
policy enough to purchafe a new ( gowp 
... me confider—yes, green becomes, my com¬ 
plexion bed, and green it fhall be. In this drefs I 

• " ' , where all the young fellows 


go to the fair 


drive 


me for a partner 


but I fhall 


and w 

difdain tofs from them—Tranfported 


perhaps refule every one of them 


an air 
th this 


triumphant though 


fhe could 


forbear a&ing 


with her head what thus palled in her ifnagina- 

when down came the pail of milk, and all 


non 


her imaginary happinefs vanilhed like a dream 


FABLE 


XIV. 


‘The Cormorant and the FiJIors 


I T is very imprudent to trail! an enemy, or even 
a ftranger, fo far as to put one’s felf in his 

power. 

A cormorant whofe eyes were become fo dim 
by age, that he could not difcern his prey at the 
bottom of the waters, bethought himfelf of a ftra- 
tagem to fupply his wants. Hark you, friend, 
laid he, to a gudgeon whom he obferved fwim- 
ing near the furface of a certain canal, iEyou have 
any regard for yourfelt or your brethren, go this 
moment and acquaint them from me, that the 
owner ot this piece of water is determined to drag 
it a week hence.. The gudgeon immediately fwam 
away, and made his report of this terrible news to 
a general aflembly of the fifh : who unanimoufly 
agreed to fend him back as their embaffador to the 
cormorant. The purport of his commiffion was 
to return him their thanks for the intelligence ; 
and to add their intreaties, that, as he had been lo 

good as toinf orm them of their danger, he would 

D % be 
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be gracioufly pleafed to put them into a method of 
efcaping it. That I will moft readily, returned the 
artful cormorant, and.aflid you with my befl: fer- 
vices into the bargain. You have only to collect 
yourfelves together at the top of the water, and I 
will undertake to tranfport you fafely one by one 
to my own refidence, by the fide of a folitary pool, 
to which no creature but myfelf ever found the 
way. The project was perfectly well approved by 
the unwary fifh, and with great expedition execu¬ 
ted by the deceitful cormorant ; who having 
placed them in a fhallow water, the bottom of 
which his eye could eafily difeern, they were all 
devoured by him in their turns, as his hunger or 
his luxury required. 

FABLE XV. 

The Atheijl and the Acorn. 

■% 

I T was the fool who faid in his heart. There is 
no God: into the bread of a wife man, fuch a 
thought could never have entered. One of thoie 
refined reafoners commonly called minute philofo- 
phers, was fitting at his eafe beneath the (hade of a 
large oak, while at his fide the weak branches of a 
pumpion were trailed upon the ground. This put 
our great logician into his old train of realoning 
againd providence. Is it confident with common 
fenfe, faid he, that infinite wifdom fhould create fo 
large and dately a tree, with branthes of fuch pro¬ 
digious drength, to bear fo fmall .and infignificant a 
fruit as an acorn ? Or that fo weak a dera as that 
of a pumpion, fhould be loaded with fo difpropor- 
tioned a weight ? A child may fee the abfurdity of 
it. In the midd of this curious fpeculation, down 
dropt an acorn, from one of the higheft branches 
of the oak, full upon his head. How fmall a trifle 
may overturn the fydems of fallible men! Struck 

J with 
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• th the accident, he could not help crying out, 
How providential it is that this was not a pum- 

pion! 

FABLE XVI. 

*The Lynx arid the Mole . 

U NDER the covert of a thick wood, at the 

foot of a tree, as a lynx lay whetting his 
teeth, and waiting for his prey ; he efpyed a mole, 
concealed under a hillock ot her own iailing 
las, poor creature, laid the lynx, how much 
thee! Surely Jupiter has been very unkind, 
bar thee from the light of the* day, which rejoices 
the whole creation. Thou art certainly not above 
half alive ; and it would be doing thee a fervice, to 
put an end to lb unanimated a being. I thank you 
for your kindnefs, replyed the mole, but I think I 
have full as much vivacity as my ftate and circum¬ 
stances require. For the reft, I am perfettfy we 

contented with the faculties which Jupiter has al¬ 
lotted me, who I am fure wants not our direction 
in diftributing his gifts with propriety. I have not, 
Yis true, your piercing eyes ; but I have ears which 
anfwer all my purpofes full as well. Hark. tor 
example, I am warned, by a noife which 1 hear 
behind you, to fly from danger. So faying, he 
dunk into the earth, while a javelin from the arm 
of a hunter, pierced this quick-lighted lynx to the 

heart. 

FABLE XVII. 

\Lbe Spider and tbe Silkworm. 

\ 

T HOSE arts are moll valuable, which are 

of greateft ufe* 

D 3 
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A fpider bufied in fpreading his web from one 
iide of the room to the other, was aiked by an i n _ 

duftrious filkworm, to what end he fpent fo much 

time and labour, in making fuch a number of 

lines and circles ? The fpider angrily replied. Do 

not difturb me, thou ignorant thing : I tranfmit my 

ingenuity to pofterity, and fame is the objed of 

my wiflies. Juft as he had fpoken, Sufan the 

chambermaid, coming into the room to feed her 

li Ik worms, faw t lie fpider at his work ; and with 

one ftroke of her broom, fweeps him away, and 

deflroys at opce his labours, and his hones of 
fame. 

FABLE XVIIL 

The Bee and the Fly. 

a 

A , Bee observing a fly frilking about her hive, 

afked him in a very pafTionate tone, what he 
did there? Is it for fuch fcoundrels as you, faid 
Ihe, to intrude into the company of the queens of 
the air ? You have great reafon truely, replied the 

to be out of humour : I am fure they mu ft 
be mad, who would have any concern with fo 
quarrelfome a nation. And why fo ? thou faucy 
malapert, returned the enraged bee ; we have the 
bell laws, and are governed by the beft policy in 
the world. We feed upon the mofl fragrant flow¬ 
ers, and all our bufinefs is to make honey : honey,, 
which equals nedtar, thou unfavory wretch, \yho- 
livefl upon nothing but putrefaction and excre¬ 
ment. We live as we can, rejoined the fly: po¬ 
verty? I hope, is no crime ; but paffion is, I am 
fure. The honey you make, is fweet I grant 
you; but your heart is ail bitternefs: for to be 
revenged on an enemy, you’ll deltroy your own 
life ; and are fo inconfiderate in your rage, as to do 
more mifehief to yourfelf than to your adverfary. 

Take 
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lake my word for it; one, had better have lets 

confiderable talents, and ule them with more dll- 


cretion. 

* 



Genius , Virtue , and Reputation. 

G ENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three 

great friends, agreed to travel over the iOand 
of-Great Britain, to fee whatever might be wor¬ 
thy of obfervation. But as fome mislortune, faid 
thev, may happen to feparate us-; let us confider 
before we fet out, by what means we ma) find 
each other again. Should it be my ill fate, faid 
Genius, to be fevered from my friends, which 
heaven forbid ! you may find me kneeling in 
devotion before the' tomb of Shakelpear ; 
or rapt in fome grove where IVIilton talked with 
angels; or mufing in the grotto where Pope 
caught infpiration. Virtue, with a figh, acknow¬ 
ledged, that her friends were not very numerous : 
but were I to lofe you, fhe cryed, with whom I am 
at prefent fo happily united ; I fhould chufe to take 
fan&uary in the temples of religion, in the palaces^ 
of royalty, or in the {lately domes of mimfters of 
Hate : but as it may be my ill fortune to be there 
denyed admittance, enquire for fome cottage where 
Contentment has a bower, and there you will cer¬ 
tainly. find me. Ah, my dear friends, faid Repu¬ 
tation very earneftly, you,I perceive, when miffing, 
may poffibly be recovered ; but take care, I intreat 
you, always to keep fight of me, for if I am once 
loll, I am never to be retrieved. 


FABLE XX. 

Vhe Court cj Death. 

D E A T H, the king of terrors, on the anniver- 

fary of his coronation,, was determined to 

D 4- • chufe 



5 6 MODERN FABLES. 

chufe his prime minifter. His pale courtiers, th e 
ghaftly train of difeafcs, were all fummoncd to at- 
tend 5 and each preferred his claim to the honour 
of this illuftrious office. Fever urged the numbers 
lie deftroyed ; cold Palfy fet forth his pretenlions 
by (baking all his limbs ; and Dropfy, by his fwel- 
Icd unwiyldly carcafe. Gout hobbled up, and ah 
lodged his great power in racking every joint ; and 
Afthma s inability to fpeak, was a ftrong, tho* fi- 
lent argument in favour of his claim. Stone and 
Cholic pleaded their violence ; Plague, his rapid 
progrefs in deftru£tion : and Confumption, tho’ 
flow, infilled that he was fure. In the midft of 
this contention, the court was diflurbed with the 
noife of mufic, dancing, feafting, and revelry j 
when immediately entered a lady, with a bold laf- 
civious air, and a flufhed and jovial countenance : 
/he was attended on one hand by a troop of cooks 
and bacchanals; and on the other, by a train of 
wanton youths and damfels, who danced half na¬ 
ked to the fofteft mufical inftruments: her name 
was Intemperance. She waved her hand, and 
thus add relied the crowd of difeafes. Give way, 
ye fickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie witli 
my fuperior merits in the fervice of this great mo- 
naich. Am not I your parent ? the author of 
your beings ? Do ye not derive your power of 
lhortnmg human life, almoft wholly from me ? 
W ho then fo fit as I myfelf, for this important 
office? The grifty monarch grinned a fmile of 
approbation, placed her at his right hand, and fhe 

immediately became his prinfe favourite, and prin¬ 
cipal minifter. 


FABLE. 
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FABLE XXI. 


Indujiry and Sloth 



OW many live in the world as ufelefs, as 
if they had never been bom ! They pafs 


and 


RO 


through life, like a bird through the 

track behind them : wafte the prime ot their 
-s in deliberating what they fhall do ; and bring 
to a period, without coming to any deter- 


them 
inination. 


An indolent young mail, being afked why he lay 

in bed fo long, jocofely and carelefsly anfwered 

Every morning, of my Fife I am hearing long caufes. 
[have two fine girls, their names are Induftry and 
Sloth, dole at my bed fide, as foon as ever I.awake, 
prefling their different fuits. One intreats me to 


up 


the 


perfuades me to lie ft ill 


and 


they alternately give me various reafons,. why 
Ifhould rife, and why I fhould not. In the mean 
time, as it is rheduty of an impartial judge to hear 
nil that can be faid on.either fide ; before the pleads 


ings 


time to go to din 


FABLE XXII. 


'The Hare's Ears. 


A N elk having accidentally gored a lion, the 

monarch was fo exafperated, that lie fent 
iorth an edict, commanding all horned beaffs, on 
pain of death, to depiart his dominions. A hare 
obferving the (hadow of her ears, was much alarm¬ 
ed at their long and lofty appearance; and run¬ 
ning to one of her friends, acquainted him- that fhe 
was refolved to quit the country; For 5 fhould X 
happen,, faid fhe, however undefignedly, to giv® 
fiffencc to my fuperiors, my ears may be conftrucd- 

D «; to 
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to come within the hom-a£t Her friend {'mil 
at her apprehendons : and afked, how it was 
ble that ears could be midaken for horns ? 


more ears than an odrich 


plyed the 


Had! 


in 


would not trud them in the hands of an informer: 

for truth and innocence are arguments of little 

force, againd the logic of power and malice 
conjun&ion. 

FABLE XXIII. 

4 

T'he Hermit and the Bear. 


A N imprudent friend , often does as much mif- 

' u u:. _^_i 


chief by his 


great zeal, as the word 


my cbuld effect: by his mal 

A certain hermit having done a good office to a 
bear, the grateful 
obligation, 

guardian and companion of his folitude. The 
mit willingly accepted his offer : and conduce 

T • i * n . . O 

him to his c 


was fo fend ble of his 
that he begged to be admitted as the 


they paffed their time together 
an amicable manner. One very hot day, the her¬ 
mit having laid him down to deep, the officious 
bear employed himfelf in driving away the flies 
from his triend's, face _ _ _ 

ttack 


But in fpite of all his 


one of the flies perpetually returned 
and at lad fettled upon the hermit’s nofe. Now I 
fhall have you, mod certainly, laid the bear; and 
with the bed intentions - imaginable, gave him a 
violent blow on the face ; which very effe&ually 
indeed demolifhed the 



b 


at the fame 


mangled in a mod fhocking manner his benefa&or 
face. 

FABLE XXIV. 

* 

% 

* * 

Pbe PaJfenger and the Pilot. 


''■rfr 


. * ‘ 


( ■ 



T had blown a violent dorm at fea* and the 
whole crew of a veffel were in imminent dan- 

w S er 


i 





ger 


MODE 

of fhipwreck 
s fomewhat abated 



A 
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After the 



of the waves 

^afTenger who had 

been at fea before, observing the pilot to 
ppeared wholly Unconcerned even in their 

> alk him what 


greateft dange 


had the euriofity 



death his father dyed. What death? faid the pi 


lot; why he perifhed 
before him. And are 
vourlelf to an -element 

s 


my grandfather did 
not you afraid of trufting 

has proved thus fatal 

farriijy? Afraid \ by'no means; why, we 

father dead ? Yes, but 


mud all dyt : is not: your 


he dyed 
afraid of 


his'bed. And why 



are not you 


yourself to your bed ? Becaufe I 


there perfectly fecu 


It may be fo, replyed 


the pi 


but if the hand of providence is equally 


extended over .all 



there is no more reafon 


for me to be afraid bf goiog to fea, than for you 

be afraid of going to bed. 






; * 
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The partial Jttd. 

Farmer came to a neighbouring lawye 
prefling great concern for 


ex 


accident 


he faid bad juft happened. One of your oxen, 

continued he, has been gored by an unlucky bull 

of mine, and I fliould be glad to know how I am 

Thou art a very honeft 


m a ke you r epara t io n 


fellow. 


pived the lawy 


and 


not think it 


unrealonable that I expect one of thy 


turn. 


It is no more than juftice, quoth the f; 
mer, fo be fure ; but yvhat.did I fay ? -I miilake 
It is your bull that has.kdled one of my oxen. In 


deed 


nquire into 
iff mer 
eluded 


fays the lawyer, th^t alters the cafe 


I mull 


fFair, and if-—And if! faid the 
hufinefs I find would have been con- 


; 


dice to other 





had you been as rea 
to exad it from them 



to 
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fable XXVI. 

w 

The Fox that.bad UJl bis Fail, 

% 

A Fox having been .unwarily caught in a trap, at 

7., much Juggling and difficulty, 

diiengaged himfelf; not however without beim? 
obliged to leave his tail behind him — 


The 


joy he 


was fomewhat abated when he 


and 


felt at his efcap 

began to confider the price He had paid for .. . „ 1JU 
he was a good deal mortifyed by refleaing on the 

among his bre- 
Tn the agitation of hi* 


thren, without a tail. 


thoughts upon this occasion, an expedient occurred 
to him which he refolved to try, in-order 


inove this difgracefu! fmgufarity. With this view 
he afTembled his tribe together, and fet forth in a 
moft elaborate fpeech, how much he had at heart 

"whatever tended to the public weal : he had often 

thought, he faid, on the length and bulhinefs of 
their tails r was verily perfuaded that it was much 
more burtfr^nfome than ornamental, and rendered 
them befides an eafier prey to their, enemies. He 
carneftly recommended it” to them' therefore, to 
difcharge themfelves of fo ufelefs arid dangerous an 

incumbrance. ’' . - . - 


My good friend 


fox, who had liftened very 


plyed an old 


tentively to h 


s ha¬ 
rangue, we are much obliged-to you, no doubt, for 

the concern you exprefs upon our account : but 

pray turn about before the company,, for f cannot 

for my life help fufpe&ing, tha t you would not be 
quite fo folicitous 


to eafe 


of 


had not upluckily loft your- own 
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'Nobleman and bis Sotv. 



Certain nobleman 


much ihfeaed by fuper 


ftition, dreamed one night that his only fon 


about fifteen years of age, was thrown 

from bis horfe as he was hunting, and killed 


youth 


upon 


the fp 


This idle dream made fo flrong an im 


reffion upon the weak and credulous ^ that 


he formed a refolution never more 


partake of this his favourite amufement 

I . • t 1 _1 ^ ..lAtnf /\llf ♦’111 


The 


morning that the_ hounds went out, the young 


man requefted permiflion to follow them 


(lead of receiving — - .. • • » 

ed him with his dream, and peremptorily, enjoined 


ufual, his father acquaint 


him to forbear the fport 


mortifyed at this unexpected refufal 


The youth 


greatly 


left 


m uch cl i 1c oncer ted, and it was with fome difficulty 
that he retrained his paffion from indecent!)* 


breaking 


in h 


father’s prefence. But upon* 


his 


palling thro’ a: 


i to his own apartment, 

gallery of pi&ures. in which was a piece rep relent 


ga company of gypfi 


telling a country girl her 


or tune. 


T 


g 


faid he, to a- ridiculous fu 


perfti 


of the fame kind with that of this fim 



enc’h, that I am 


debarred from one of the 


principal pleafuresof my 4 ite 


the fame time 


ith 


Ueat emotion finking his hand againft the 

D _ . -I- v» i * _ __ Anro run Mf 


fly old nail behind 


pi a 


his wrifl 


The pain- and anguifli of the wound 


rew 


youth into a violent fever, which proved 
J - - ... ^ s. i - and j n 


powerful for the (kill of the pfiyf 


few days put an end to h 


life: illuftrating 


ebiervation, that an 


attention to a 


void 


often brings them 


pon 


us 


and that 


we frequently run headlong into misfortunes.by 


the very means we purfuc to avoid them 
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'Jupiter and the HerdJrnan 


A Herdfman miffed 


young heifer out of hi 


j* 


for i 
gain 


grounds, and, after having diligently fought 

' ' C0UW >?."<> W met 


his prayers 


betook himfelf 


Great Jupiter, faid 


latt 


to 


.h, , tai, who has done 

E™i, a" ■; (h ' *»■« kid trim ,, «„ c 

He had no fooner uttered his petition, than fuming 
e.corner of a wood, he was ftruck with the fi->ht 

heiL m0 T r0US M- ,0n ’ P^ in « ° n the tar °afe of his 

T tr , Tremblmg and pale, O Jupiter, cryed he 
offered thee a kid if thou would’!! grant my pe-’ 

m on : I now offer thee a bull, if thou wilt delict 


and I 


me from the confequence of 


• l 
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f * 


Jff- 


'The Eagle and the Ow/, 


eagle and an owl having entered into a leant 
of mutual amity, one of the articles of the 


treaty was, that the former fhould 

the younglings of the : latter. But 


the owl, ihould y 

v/ere to fee them 


prey upon 

J me, laid 


you know my little ones if 


Indeed I Ihould 


Veil 


if you deferib 


th 


You 


are to 


the eagle; but if you deferibe the. 
will be fufficient. You are to ol 
returned the owl, in the firf! plac 

charming creatures are perfedly well 

the next, that there is a remarkable f 
vivacity in their countenances • and 
k fomethingj in their voices fo pecu 
dious — Its enough,, interrupted the 


, rep 
to me 


it 


obfer 


. , , - vo then, 

owl, m the firf! place, that tlie* 

turns are perfedly well .Ihaped ; in 

tnere is a remarkable fweetnefs and 

eir countenances* and then there 

i their voices fo peculiarly meio- 


in 


d 

fs 


an 


d 


gje 


by 


' * * « 
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ihefe marks 


I 


cannot fail of diftinguifhing them 

_ irifl 


and you may depend 


pon 


their never 


ving 


r‘« 

f 




long after 


I 

i 


ards 


his prey 


that he difcovered amidft the ruins of 


old caftle 


neft of grim-faced 


gly birds, with 


and a voice like that of the 


e^rSed^laidhe^ahnotbetheoff 


tunes, x ne.e , e tQ make 

KA STHniHred hrs^and 


departed, when the owl returned 

thing of her brood remaining!« * h * * - 


arcafes 


broke out into the moft bitter exclama 


tions 


gainft the cruel and pe r fidi 


author of 


her calamity 


A 


ghbouring bat 


who over¬ 


heard her lamentation 


and had been 


itnefs 


hat had palled between her and the 


g' e 


very 


gravely Told her, that (he had no body 
S y ■ • * fortune but herfelt 1 wh 


blame for tins 


w hole 


blind prejudi 


in 


favour of her children, had 


fuch a description of them 


Tfi refembfeThem in any one (ingle feature 


Parents' (hould very carefully guard againft that 


IT k th P em S ‘to"thri t faiitngs and tmperfeaio 


partiality towards their children 


hich 




as 


diipofttion is more likely to. prove prejudicial 


their tuture welfare 


FABLE 



The Plante among the Beafts * 


Mortal diftemper once 


raged 


among 


the 


beads, and fwept 


ay prodigious num 


bers 


After it had 


ued feme time without 


abatement, it was 


concluded hv an affembly ot 


brute creation to be a judgment 


infliaed upon 


them for theic fms 


and a 


hay was appointed 


tor 


6 4 


MODERN 



for a general confeflion 


A 



L E S 


1 


that he who 


appeared 


when it 


was agreed 


fhould fuffer death 


reft 


as 


fox 


be the greateft tinner 
an atonement for the 


The rox wa|, appointed father confefl 

and the lion with 


upon the occalion 


great 


generofity condefcended to be the frfh , n i 

public confefllon. For my part fai f Z 

own I have been an enormous offender 

tilled a few innocent theep m my time 
but it was a cafe nf t _ 


mull 
I have 


but it was 

©f the fhepherd. The foX 
acknowledged that thefe 


cafe of neceflity, I made 


n a \ 


king would have been inexpiable 

mat his majefty had certa 


a meal 

much gravity, 
any other than the 


wi 


crimes 


filly fheep 


nly 


but 



to a few 


a cafe of necM ty 


"‘X a " d }°, th . e Ibepherd too. 


The judgment of the 


in 


was applauded by all tire fupeno? fava-, 

F ?r t lC , eo P ard > the bear, and the wolf 
confefllon of many enormities of the like 


nary 


which wei 


palliated 


Wtth the fame lenity and mercy; an d 


fox 

# 

and the 
made 
fangui- 

or excufed 


ted fo 


of offence 


At laff 


fcarce to deferve 


their < 
the 


a 


poor penitent afs 


th 


w .r"s. r* '“”1 

Wdb y ,l,« fweetnefs of ,h e 


X^ittle of 
the tip of h 


not more 


tongue 


h 



er in quantity l 

very forry for 

Hope, exclaimed 


rpifdemeanour, and hoped 

fox with Angular zeal, what caniTthou 

after the commifllon of fo heinous a crime 
eat the ^ 

the flag! 


hope for 

What 


parfon’s graft ! O facrilege ! This, th 


wickednefs, my breth 


wh 


has 


drawn the wrath of heaven upon ourhe^and th, 
the notorious offender, whofe death muft make a 
propitiation for all our tranfgreflion,.. So faying he 
ordered h» entrails for facrifice, and the reft of the 
beafts went to dinner upon his carcafe. 

E A B L E 
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FABLE XXXI. 

-The Cat , .the Cock, and the young Moufe. 

Young moufe, who had feen very little of 
the world, came running one day to his 


mother 


great 


hade 


O mother, faid he, I 
I have feen the mod 
ever was. He has a h 

look, and ftruts about upon two legs. 

' ‘ head, and 


tl> hted almoft to death 

traordinary creature that 

angry 


A 


grange piece of flefh grows 


ther under his throat 


red as blood. He flapped 


arms 

the 


gain ft his Tides, as v if he inwi.«« 

,o tne air } and {fetching o V his head, he opened 
lharp-pointed mouth fo wide*, that I thought he 

tharp poin fw#How m£ yp . then he roared 

ed every joint, ana 


tended 


I trem 


,s preparing to 

me fo horribly, 
is glad to run home as talt 

t been frighted away by this 


could 


was juft going to fcrape acqu 

prettieft creature you ever Taw. 

thicker than ours, and all 


{k 


ivith black and grey 


ith 



m 


If I had 
monfter, I 
tance with the 
had a foft furr 
jtifully waved 
look, and a 
that me- 



demeanour fo humble and court«|us, 
thought 1 could have fallen in love wjth her. 

fhe had a fine long 


which fhe vtaved about fo 


and looked io earneftly 


prettily. 

believe . . 

the horrid monfter frighted me aw 


me. that I do 


fhe was juft going » *F«* ft me, when 



Ah, my 


dear child, faid the mother 


fcaped being devoured, but not by 


you have indeed e- 


you 


was 


fo much afraid 



c 


monfter 
truth was 


of 


ly a bird 


and would have done you flo manner 

Creature'of whom 


Whereas 


you feem fo fond, was 
under that ’‘hypocritical 


other than a c^ 


who 


conceals 



mo ft 
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moll ir 

entirely by devouring 


fables 


* 

hatred to all our race, and fubfifl 


Le 


ciden 


rn fro 


my dear, never whilft 


this 


ard appearance 


> ; 


live to relv 


in- 


V on 


fable 


KXXU. 


The Farmer and his 


Dc>v 

o 


A Farmer who had juft ftepped into h 

mend a gap in one of f - r 


field 


found 


the cradle where fte had left his onh 

_I_ r i « / « . 


fieep, turned upfide dowh 


the cloaths all torn and 


bloody andhisdog lying near it befmeared alfo w.ui 
blood. Immediately conceiving t hat the creature had 
deftroyed his cliiltl, hrfnftantly dalhed out his brains 


th the hatchet 
radfc, he found 


... ri <*** VliUI JUUU 

ferpent lying dead h the floor, killed by that faith 


ful dog, vvhofe to -age and fidelity 

the life of his foi deferved stnrttr 

ward 


Hriking leffon 


A 

bee-1 


Gnat 



hand 
hild unhurt, and 


when turning up 


in preferving 


deferved another kind of re- 


thefe affeaing circumftances afford 


dang 


ed h 


give way to the ilind impulfe of 


it is too hafrily to 


hidden paftion 


XXXIIL 


e Gnat and the Bee . 


of d 



ftarved 


th cold 


ngei 


hfgged 


me early 


nd pinched 
morning 


the family 


cufed 


wjh a cold civility, and defired 



of chanty, and offered 

umble terms 
ved her pe- 
to be ex¬ 


bee 


ring 


Idren, faid fhe 


my owivfifeful trade, that they may be able when 

lI P* I® honeft livelihood by their 

induftry* 
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induftry. Befides, how do you think I could be io 
imprudent as to teach them an art, which I fee has 
reduced its profefl'or to indigence and beggary. 

fable XXXIV. 

4 

The Ow/ and the Eagle. 

\ N owl fate blinking in the trunk of a hollow 
J\, tree, and arraigned the brightness ot the iun. 
What is- the ufe of its beams, faid fhe, but to 
ci'i/'/le one’s eyes fothat one cannot fee a moufe. her 
my part, I am at a lofs to conceive for what pur- 

pole fo glaring an objea was created. \\e had cer¬ 
tainly been much better without it. O fool 1 re- 
plyed an eagle who was perched on a branch of the 
lame tree, to rail at excellence which thou canll 
not tafle; and not to perceive that the fault is not 
in the fun, but in thyfelf. AH, ’tis true, have not. 

faculties to underftand, or powers to enjoy the be¬ 
nefit of it: but muft the bufinefs and the pleafures 

of the world be obftruaed, that an owl may catch 

9 • ♦* 

mice ? 

FABLE XXXV. 

Tbeftek Lion , the Fox , and the Wolf. 

Lion, having forfeited himfelf with feafting 
l\ too luxurioufly on the carcafe of a wnd boar, 
was leized with a violent and dangerous diforder. 
The beafts of the foreft flocked in great numbers tc> 
pay their refpeas to him upon the occafion, and 
fcarce one was abfent except the fox. The woh, 
an ill-natured and malicious bead, feized tnis oppor¬ 
tunity to acctife the fox of pride, ingratitude and 

difaffeaion to his majefty. In the midft of his in¬ 
ventive, the fox entered ; who having heard part 

C rf'X T» 
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modern 


of the wolf’s accufat 


FA B LES. 

and obferving the lion 


snanee to.be kindling into wrath, r 
y excufed himfelf, and retorted upon h 


s 


With _ 

aflembly 
turning t< 


of zealous loyalty h 
May the king 


his adroit- 
accufer. 
addrefied the 


for 


I fee many here 


mere lip fervice have pretended 


then 

with 


loyalty 
heard < 


but for my parr, from 
f your majerty’s illnefs 


fhevv you their 


th 


moment I 


gleOing ufelefs 


compliments, I employed myfetf day and night lu 

enquire among the mo ft learned phyf.cians, an in¬ 
happily been informed of one. It is a plailler mite 

... | i a lee n warm from 

and laid to your majerty’s ftomach. 


back 


This remedy was 


fooner propofed, than 


was 


?TZ* d that the • 

7Jt ! . iar f, a , ft ‘ C fmile > ^fpered this uffful maxim 

lk y°^ would be fafe from 


In the wolf 

y° ur lelf learn for the future 
mi (chief againft others. 


meditate 



*Tbe Blind Alan and the Lame » 



IS from our wants and infirmities that al- 
ra°ft all the connexions of fociety take their 



itruci: 
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$ru& your way : your feet fhall be my feet, and 
my eyes yours. With all my heart, returned the 
blind man ; let us render each other our mutual 
Services. So taking his lame companion on his 
back, they by means of their union travelled on 

ivith fafety and pleafure. 

FABLE XXXVII. 

The Lion , the Bear , and the Fox. 

T H E tyrant of the forefl iffued a proclama¬ 
tion, commanding all his fubjedts to repair 
immediately to his royal den. Among the reft, 
the bear made his appearance : but pretending to 
be offended with the fleams which iflued from the 
monarch’s apartments, h^was imprudent enough 
to hold his nofe in his majefly’s prefence. This 
infolence was fo highly refented, that the lion in a 
rage laid him dead at his feet. The monkey ob- 
lerving what had pafled ; trembled for his carcafe ; 
and attempted to conciliate favour by the mofl ab- 
jed flattery. He began with proteiling, that tor 
his part, he thought the apartments were per¬ 
fumed with Arabian fpices \ and exclaiming again 
the rudenefs of the bear, admired the beauty o 

his majefly’s paws, fo happily formed, he laid, to 

correa the infolence of clowns. This fullome 

adulation, inflead of being received as he expetted, 

proved no lefs offenfive than the rudenefs ot the 
bear : and the courtly monkey was in like manner 

extended by the fide of Sir Bruin. And now his 

majefly cad his eye upon the fox. We , ey nar , 
faid he, and what lcent do you difcover here 
Great prince, replyed the cautious fox, my nole 
was never efleemed my mofl diflinguifhmg lenfe . 

and at prefent I would by no means venture to give 
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mv opinion, as I have unfortunately got a terrible 
cold. 


FABLE XXXVIII. 


Ti?j Ozvl and the A ; igb1 1 ngale, 

A Formal lolcmn owl had many years made his 

habitation in a grove amongd the ruins of an 

. had pored fo often on fome 

dy manulcripts, the flupid relicks of a monkifh 
y, that he grew infeaed with the pride and 

flaking gravity for 

eyes half 


ade 


Gantry of the 
ifdom, would 


and 


fh 


ng himfelf 


days 


th h 


foundly learned 


happened as he fate one evening, half buried 

_1i i tr • Ar. . ° 7 


meditation, 


half lift] 


It 

in 


t 


unluckily perching near 


eep, that a night 


lay 


He flartcd from 


m f v _ 

him, began her melod 


rid fcrecch interrupting her fong 

he, thou in' 


B 


d with a hor 


c 


noiiy diffo 
know, vaii 


pert 


t mindi 
fublime 



gone 


nor Ciidradf 


yed 


fongder, that harmony condds 


and 


alone, which is gained by laborious dudy ; and n 

dt only to footh the ear of 


d 


idling 

maid 


g ht 


Conceited ped 


the 

hofe wifdom lies only in the feathers 



ffle up thy unmeaning fa 


d 


is a na 


lural and rational entertainment, and though not 


adapted to llie cars of an ovv], has ever bee 
ed and admired by the bed formed minds. 


F A B I 


E 


XXXIX. 


Tbc Ant and the Caterpillar. 

A S a caterpillar was creeping very dowly along 
1 ^ one of the allies of a beautiful garden, he 

was 
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s met by a pert lively 
ul with a fcornful 


the way, thou poor creepi 


t, who toiling up her 
yed, Prithee get out of 
ag animal, and do not 


P 


l 



fume to obilru£t the paths of thy fuperiors, 
wling along the road, and hefmearing the walks 


appropriated to 


footfter 


Poor creature ! 


okeft 




hing half made. 


hich nature 


no 


kipg threw by unfinifhed. I could almoft p 


lk 


beneath one of my q 
mean creatures as thee 


✓ 

and 


ng wretch, ad 


The humble caterpillar ftruck dumb with this 


an S 


rk. wound 


feif 


hike 


and at the appo 


;ime came out 


beautiful butterfly 


Juft 


as 


he 




ftuing forth, he obferved the fcornful ant pal 


fing by 


Stop 


a 


moment, madam, faid he. 


nd 


liften to what I Ihall Cay:' Let me advife you never 

to defpiie any one tor lus condition, as there aie 


but they may one day change their 


ortune. 


You behold 


exalted in the 


hereas you muft creep as long 


fable 


XL. 


The two Foxes . 

T WO foxes formed a ft rata gem to enter a 

hen rooft } which having lucccfsfully exe- 

cuted, and killed the cock, the hens and the chickens, 

they began to feed upon them with, hngular fatis- 

faction.° One of the foxes, who was young and 

inconfiderate, was for devouring them all upon the 

fpot; the other, who w r as old and covetous, pio- 

poled the refervmg fome of them tor another time. 

“ For experience, child, laid he, has made me 

« wife, and I have feen many unexpe&ed events 

w fihce I came into the world. Let us provide, 

<c therefore. 
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“ therefore, againft what may happen, and not 
“ confume all our ftore at one meal.” “ All this 
(i is vvonderous wife, replyed the young fox ; but 
(< for my part, I am refolved not to ftir till I have 
“ eaten as much as will ferve me a whole week: 
“ for who would be mad enough to return hither? 
° when it is certain the owner of thefc fowls will 
watch for us, and if he fhould catch us, would 
<£ infallibly put us to death.” After this fhort dil- 
courfe, each purlued his own fancy : The young 
fox eat till he burft himfelf, and had fcarcely 
ftrength to reach his hole before he dyed. The 
old one, who thought it much better to deny his 
appetite for the prefent, and lay up provifion for 
the future, returned the next day, and was killed 
by the farmer. Thus every age has its peculiar 

vice: the young fuffer by their infatiable third 
after pleafure ; and the 

and inordinate avarice. 

FABLE XLI. 

'The conceited O wl. 

A Young owl having accidentally feen himfelf 

in a cryftal fountain, conceived the highed 
opinion of his perfonal perfe&ions. ’Tis time, 
faid he, that Hymen fhould give me children 
as beautiful as myfelf, to be the glory of the 
night, and the ornament of our groves. What 
pity would it be, if the race of the mod accom¬ 
plished of birds fhould be extin£f for my want of 
a mate ! Happy the female who is deflined 
to fpend her life with me ! Full of thefe felf- 
approving thoughts, he intreated the crow to 
propofe a match between him and the royal 
daughter of the eagle. Do you imagine, faid 
the crow, that the noble eagle, whofe pride 


old by their incorrigible 
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it is 


to eaie on the bright ft of the heavenly 


to you J n Iiv/ — 

vfrbilft it is day-ligM 


his d a'n'ghte 
Mo cahhbt ft) much as opeti your eye 


lattiiAAritis, will cdriftiit 



? 


Btrt fhe felt-conceited 


owl Was 


deaf to all that his Frieird doidd urge 


who after much peffuaflon, was' at length pre 


led upon 


tinder talc e the cofhmifHon 


H 


nrdpofal was received in 


the mantier that might 


be e: 

4 

fcorn 

moxir. 


pe&ed : the king of bifds laughed him to 
However, being a monarch of fome hu- 
he btdeVed him to acquaint the owl, that 


in 


_ would meet him the next dimming at fun-rife 

the middle of the fky, Hte would content to 

The pte- 


giVe him his daughter in marriage 


fiiWiptu 


owl undertook to perform the con 


difion ; but being dazzled with the fun, and his 

head growing giddy^he fell from his height upon 

a rock ; from whence being purfued by a flight 

at laft to make his efcape 


of birds, he was glad at 
into the hollow of an old oak 
the remainder of his Days ir 
which Natitfe defigned him. 


where he paffed- 
that obfcurity for 


FABLE XLII. 


The Fox and the Cat . 


N 


O THING is more 


men 


men than for 
me actions in 


to condemn the very fan 
others, which they pradtife themfelves whenever 

occafion offers. 

A foX and a cat 'having made a phtty ,to 


travel togethe 

journey by a 



tions 


Of 


nard, ihetcy 


beguiled the tedioufnefs of their 

philofophical converta- 
the moral virtues, exclaimed Rey- 
fure the nobleft ! What fay you. 

Undoubtedly, re- 


my fage friend, is it not fo ? 
plied the cat, with a moft demure 

E 


no 
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nothing is more becoming, in a 


of 


any 


fenfibility, than a compaflionate difpofition. Whil 
they were thus philofophifcing, and mutually com- 
plimenting each other on the wifdom of their 


fpe&ive reflections ; a wolf darted 


from 


a wood upon a flock of (heep which were feed 
ing in an adjacent meadow, and without being 

in the leaf! affeCted by the moving lamentations 
of a poor l^mb, devoured it before their eyes. 
Horrible cruelty ! exclaimed the cat; why does 
he not feed on vermin, inftead of making his 
barbarous meals on fuch innocent creatures ? Rey¬ 
nard agreed with his friend in the obfervation: 
to which he added feveral very pathetick remarks 

Their 


the odioufnefs of a fanguinary temper 


i 


ndignation was 
when they arrived 

lid< 


ifmg 


m 


warmth and 


little y cottage by the way 
whe^e the tender-hearted Reynard inline 


diately cafthis eye upon a fine cock that was 
firutting about in the yard. And now adieu 
moralizing ; he leaped over the pales, and with r 
out any fort of fcruple demoliftied his prize in 

a plump rat 
lly put to flight 


an 


nftant 


I 


n 


th 


mea 


wh 


which ran out of the liable 


our 


cat’s philofophv, who fell to the repaft with 
the leaft commileration. 


FABLE XLIII, 

f 

The two Horfes. 

T W O horfes were travelling the road tor 

gether ; one loaded with a fack of flour, 
the other with a furn of money. The latter 
proud of his fplendid burthen, tofled his head 
with an air of confcious fuperiprity, and eyery 
now and then caft a look of contempt upon 
bis humble companion. In palling through a 

wood, 
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wood, they were met by a gang of highway¬ 
men, who in\mediately feized upon the horfe 
that was carrying the treafure : but the fpirited 
fteed, not being altogether difpofed to (land fo 
quietly as was neceflary for their purpofe, they 
beat him moft unmercifully, and after plunder¬ 
ing him of his boafted load, left him to lament 
at his leifure the cruel wounds he had received. 
Friend, faid his defpifed companion to him, who 
had now reafon to triumph in his turn, diftin- 
guifhed ports are often dangerous to thofe who 
poffefs them : if you had ferved a miller as I do, 
you might have travelled the road unmolefted. 

FABLE XLIV. 

The Dove and the Ant . 


w 



* 

flaould always be ready to do good 

the meaneft of our fel- 


offices 


low creatures ; as there 


whofe 


fiftance wemaynot, upon fome occafion oroth 
be greatly indebted. 

A dove was Tipping from the banks of 


a 


rivulet, when 


ding 


a 


gram 


brook, inadvertently fell 


who was at the fame time 
of corn along the edge of the 


The dove obfer 


and 


the helplefs infe£f ftruggling in vain to reach 
the ftiore, was touched with companion 
plucking a blade of grafs, dropped it into the 
ftream ; by means of which the poor ant 


ke 


{hip-wrecked failor upon a plank got fafe to 

She had fcarcely arrived there, when {he 


land 



piece at her del 


a fowler juft going to 


difcharg 


h 


1 


rept up 


h 


foot 


among the boughs. 


: upon which {he inftantly 
nd ftung him on the ankle. 

ruftling 

which alarmed the dove, who 

E 2 


fportfman ftarting, occafioned a 


im;n 
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immediately fprung up, and by that means efcaped 
the danger with which (he was threatened. 

FABLE XLV. 

% 

The Parrot . 

A Certain widower, in order to amufe his 

folitary hour&, and in fome meafure fup- 
ply the converfation of his departed help-mate 
of loquacious memory, determined to purchafe 
a parrot. With this view he applied to a dealer 
in birds, who (hewed him a large colle&ion of 
parrots of various kinds. Whilft they were ex- 
ercifing their talkative talents before him, one 
repeating the cries of the town, another afking 
for a cup of fack, and a third bawling out for a 
coach, he obferved a green parrot, perched in 
a thoughtful manner at a diftance upon the foot 
of a table : And fo you, my grave gentleman, 
faid he, are quite filent. To which the par¬ 
rot replied, like a philofophical bird, “ I think 
the more.” Pleafed with this fenfible anfwer, 
our widower immediately paid down his price, 
and took home the bird , conceiving great things 
from a creature, who had given 1 o ftriking a 
fpecimen of his parts. But after having inftru&ed 
him during a whole month, he found to his 
great difappointment, that he could get nothing 
more from him than the fatiguing repetition of 
the fame dull fentence, I think the more.” I 
find, faid he, in great wrath, that thou art a 
moft invincible fool : and ten times more a fool 
was I, for having formefl a favourable opinion of 

no better a foundation than an 

F A- 


thy abilities upon 
effected folemnity 


r 
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FABLE XL VI. 

be Cat and tbt Bat* 

A Cat having devoured a favourite bullfinch 

of her mafter, over-heard him threatening 

to put her to death the moment he could find 
her. In this diftrefs (he preferred a prayer to 
Jupiter ; vowing, if he would deliver her from 
her prefent danger, that never while £he lived 
would (he eat another bird. Not long after¬ 
wards a. bat mod invitingly flew into the room 
where pufs was purring in the window. The 
quefiion was, how to a£t upon fo tempting an 
occafion ? Her appetite prcfied hard on one fide ; 
and her vow threw tome fcruplcs in her way on 
the other. At length (he hit upon a moft con¬ 
venient diftindlion to remove all difficulties, by 
determining that as a Windeed it was unlawful 
prize, but as a moufe fhe might very conlcien- 
tioufly eat it j and accordingly without further 

debate fell to the repaft. 

Thus it is that men are apt to impofe upon 

themfelves by vain and groundless diftindlions, 
when confidence and principle are at variance with 
intereft and inclination. 

FABLE, XLVIL 

'The two Lizards . 

it S two Lizards were bafking under a fouth 

wall, how contemptible, faid one of them, 

is our condition ! We exift, Vis true, but that 

is all ; for we hold no fort of rank in. the 

creation, and are utterly unnoticed by the world. 

£ 2 Curfed 
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Curfed obfcurity ! Why was J not’ rather born 

a /tag, to range at large, the pride and glory 

of fame royal foreft ? It happened that in the 

midlt of thefe unjuft murmurs, a pack of hounds 

was heard in full cry after the very creature he 

was envying, who being quite fpent with the 

chace, was torn in pieces by the dogs in fioht 

of our two lizards. And is this the lordly 

ifag, whofe place in the creation you wilhed to 

hold . replied the wifer lizard to his com- 

p aining friend. Let his fad fate teach you to 

blefs providence for placing you in that humbler 

muation, which fecures you from the dangers of 
a more elevated rank. 


FABLE XL VIII. 


Jupiter's Lottery. 



UPITER 


in order to pleafe mankind 


e&ed Mercury to give notice that he had 


eftablilhed a lottery, in which there 


blanks 


valuable ch 
It was Jupiter 


were no 


nd that amongft a variety of other 

wifdom was the higheft prize 


command that in this Lottery 
feme of the gods fhould alfo become adven- 

ckets being difpofed of, and the 


turers. 


The 


wheels placed, Mercury was employed to prefide 

It happened that the belt prize 
upon which a general murmur 


at the drawing* 

fell to Minerva 


through the affembly, and hints were th 


out that Jupiter had ufed fome 


fecure this defirabl 


fair pra£ii 


to his daught 



piter, that he might at once both punilh and 


iilence th 


mpious clamours of the human 


of wifdom 


a r ce 5 prefented them with folly in the place 

j with which they went away per- 

ledfly well contented : and from that time the 

greate 
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greateft fools have always looked uponthemfelves 

as the wifeft men. 

FABLE XLIX. 

ft 


The litigious Cats . 


T WO cats having ftolen fortie cheefe, could 

not agree about dividing their prize. In 
order therefore to fettle the difpute, they con¬ 
ferred to refer the matter to a monkey. 1 he 

propofed arbitrator very readily accepted the of¬ 
fice, and producing a ballance, put a part into 
each fcale. “ Let me fee— (faid he) ay— this 

lump outweighs the other and immediately bit 
off a confiderable piece in order to reduce it, e 
obferved, to an equilibrium. The oppoiite fcale 
was now become the heavieft ; which attorded 
our confcientious judge an additional reafon for 
a fecond mouthful. Hold, hold, faid the f two 
cats, who began to be alarmed for the 
give us our refpe&ive (hares and we are fatished. 
If you are fatished, returned the monkey, juftice 
is not : a cafe of this intricate nature is by no 

means fo foon determined. Upon which he 
continued to nibble firft one piece and then the 
other, till the poor cats feeing their cheefe gra¬ 
dually diminifhing, intreated him to give himlelt 

no farther trouble, but to deliver to them what re¬ 
mained. Not fo faft, I befeech ye, friends, replied 
the monkey ; we owe juftice to ourfelves as well 
as to you : what remains is due to me in right of 
my office. Upon which, he fluffed the whole into 
his mouth, and witn great gravity difmiffed the 

court. 
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The two Dogs . 

H ASTY an^d inconfiderate connexions are 

generally attended with great difad vantages: 
and much of every man’s good or ill fortune de¬ 
pends upqn the choice he makes of his friends. 

A good-natured fpaniel overtook a furly maf- 
t;ff, as he was travelling upon the high road. 
1 ray, altho* an entire ftrang*r to Tyger, very 
civilly accofted him : And if it would be no in¬ 
terruption, he faid, he (hould be glad to bear 
him company on his way. Tyger, who hap¬ 
pened not to be altogether in fo growling a mood 
as ufual, accepted the propofal : and they very 
amicably purfued their journey together. In the 
midft of their converfation they arrived at the 
next village; where Tyger began to difplay his 
malignant cjifpofition, by an unprovoked attack 
upon every dog he met. The villagers imme¬ 
diately failied forth with great indignation to 
refeue their refpe&tve favourites ; and falling upon 
our two friends without diftindion or mercy, 
poor Tr.ay was m©ft cruelly treated, for np other 
reason but from being found in bad company. 

FABLE LI. 

Death and Cupid. 

J f UP ITER fent forth Death and Cupid to 
! travel round the world, giving each of them 
a bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at 
his back. Tt was ordered by the difpofer of hu¬ 
man affairs, that the arrows of Love (hould only 
wound the young, in order to fupply the decays of 

mortal 
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mortal men ; and thofe of Death were to ftrikeold 
age, and free the world from a ufelefs charge. Our 
travellers being one day extremely fatigued with 
their journey, refted themfelves under the covert 
of a wood, and throwing down their arrows fn 
a promifcuous manner before them, they both 
fell faft afleep. They had not repofed them¬ 
felves long, before they were awakened by a 
fudden noife ; when haftily gathering up their 

arms, each in the confufion took by miltake 
fome of the darts that belonged to the other. 
By this means, it frequently happened that Death 
vanquifhed the young, and Cupid fubdued the old. 
Jupiter obferved the error, but did not think 
proper to redrefs it; forefeeing that fome good 
might arife from their unlucky exchange. And 
in fa£t, if men were wife, they would learn 
from this miftake to be apprehenfive of death 
in their youth, and to guard againft the amorous 
paffions in their old age. 

FABLE LII. 

The Mock-bird, 

rr\ HERE is a certain bird in the Weft- 

jL Indies, which has the faculty of mimicking 
the notes of every other fongfter, without being 
able himfelf to add any original ftrain to the 
concert. As one of thefe mock-birds was dis¬ 
playing his talent of ridicule among the branches 
of a venerable wood: ’Tis very well, faid a little 
fongfter, fpeaking in the name of all the reft, 
we grant you that our mufic is not without its 
faults : but why will you net favour us with a 

ftrain of your own ? 
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s 2 modern fables . 

FABLE LIII. 

1 The SpeRacks. 

H O W ftrangely al] mankind differ in their 

opinions! and how ftrongiy each is at¬ 
tached to his own ! 

Jup^er one day, enjoying himfelf over a bowl 
of ntdfar, and in a merry humour, determined 
to make mankind a prefent. Momus was ap¬ 
pointed to convey it to them ; who mounted on 
a rapid car, was prefently on earth. Come 
hither, fays he, ye happy mortals ; great Ju¬ 
piter has opened for your benefit his all-gra¬ 
cious hands. 5 1 is true, he made you fome- 
what fhort-fighted, but to remedy that incon¬ 
venience, behold how he has favoured you ! So 
faying, he unloofed his portmanteau ; an infinite 
number of fpe&acles tumbled out, and mankind 
picked them up with great eagernefs. There 
was enow for all, every man had his pair. 
But it was foon found that thefe fpetfacles did 
not reprefent objeas to ajl mankind alike: for 
one pair was purple , another blue ; one was white , 
and another black : fome of the glafles were red) 
tome green, and fome yellow. In fhort, there 
were of all manner of colours, and every fhade of 
colour. However, notwithftanding this diverfity, 

every man was charmed with his own, as believing 

u the beff ; and enjoyed in opinion , all the fatis- 
feefion of truth . 
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NEWLY 


INVENTED. 


FABLE I. 

W * 

Jr* * 

C • 

The Red breajl and the Sparrow . 

% 

» S a Red-breaft was Tinging on a tree by 
y\ the title of a rural cottage, a Sparrow 
XjL perched upon the thatch took occafion 

thus to reprimand him. And doft thou, faid 
he, with thy dull autumnal note, prefume 
to emulate the Birds of Spring ? Can thy weak 
warblings pretend to vie with the fprightly 
accents of the Thrufh and the Blackbird ? with 
the various melody ot the Lark or Nightingale ? 
whom other birds far thy fuperiours, have been 
long content to admire in filence. Judge with 
candour at leaft, replied the Robbin ; nor impute 
thofe efforts to ambition folely, which may fome- 
times flow from the love of art . I reverence 
indeed, but by no means envy, the birds whofe 
fame has flood the teft of ages. Their fongs 
have charmed both hill and dale ; but their feafon 

is paft, and their throats are filent. I feel not 

however, 
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however, the ambition to furpafs or equal them : 
my efforts are of a much humbler nature ; and I 

may furely hope for pardon, while I endeavour to 
ehear thefe forfaken valleys, by an attempt-to 

imitate theJirains I love . 

* 

\ M 
♦ 

FABLE JI, 

* 

t 

>4 

S' 

4 The two Bees. 


o 


^ S 

N a fine morning in. May, tw 
ward in queft of honey ; the 


temperate, the other carelefs 


d 


bees jet for- 
ne wife and 

extravagant. 


rhey foorr arrived at a garden enriched with 


matic herbs , 
moll delicious 


the moll fragrant flo 


They regaled themfel 


d the 


a time on the various dainties that.were fpread be¬ 
fore them . the one.loading his thigh at intervals 
with proyifions for, the hive aguinft the diftant 
winter; the other, reveling in fweets without 
regard to any thing but his prefent gratification. 
At length they found a. wide-mouthed phial, that 
hung beneath the bough of a peach tree, filled'with 
honey ready, tempered, and exppfed to their tafte 


in 


mod: alluring manner. 


Th 


though clefs 


epicut e 9 fpite of all'his friend’s remonff ranees, pL__ 
ged headlong into the veffel, refolving to indulge 
hi in fell in all the pleafures of fenfuality. The Phi- 

^jopbefy ontheother hand, lipped a little with cau¬ 
tion, but: being fufpicious of da 


and, flowers 


where by the. mod 


flew off to 


of 


his meals, he improved his relifh for the truer 
joyrnent of them. In the evening, however, he 


ed upon hi$ friend 


to 


enq 


wheth 


he 


would return to-the hive ; but found him forfeited 
m tweets, which he was as unable to leave ^ as to 
enjoy. Clogged in his wings, enfeebled in his feet, 

and his whole frame totally enervated, he was but 

juft 
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iuft able to bid his friend adieu, and to lament with 
W lateft breath, that though a tafte of pleafure 
might quicken the relifli of life, an unreftramed 
indigence is inevitable definition. 


FABLE 


1 H. 


<Tbe Diamond and the Glow-worm. 

Diamond happened to fall from the foil 

of a young lady as (he was walking 

ning on a terrace in her garde 
who had beheld it fparkle in i 

* gloom of night had eclipfed .ts uftre beg 



A Glow-worm 

defcent, foon as 


? 


Djock and to intuit it. Art thou that wonderous 
thing thatvaunteft of fuch prodigious bright 
nefs? Where now is all thy boafted brilliancy 
Alas, in evil hour hasfortune thrown theew.thu 
the reach of my fuperior blaze. Conceited mfeift 
plied the gem, that owed thy feeble glimmer t< 

\ 1 _ • hnrv (IT mV Iff. 


the darknsfs that furrounds thee 


know, my 


(Ire bears the teft of day, and even derives its chief 
advantage from that diftinguifhmg light, which 

difcovers thee to be no more than a dark and*pal¬ 
try worm. 


FABLE 


IV. 


The Ojlrich and the Pelican 
HE Oftrich one day met the Pel 


and 


| obferving her bread all bloody, Good God ! 
fays fire to her, whatis the matter? What accident 
has befallen you ? You certainly have been feized 

by feme favage beaft of prey 


and have with dif¬ 


ficulty efcaped from his mercilefs claws 


Do 


be furprifed, friend 


plied the Pelican 


fuch 


accident 


> 


indeed anything more than common 


hath 
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hath happened to me. I have only been 
m my ordinary employment of tending my mlx 

of feeding my dear little ones, and rrourifhing them 
with the vital blood from my bofom ‘ B 


engaged 

neft 


Your 


t r r a e n r, th ' tU > med J ' h / ° ftrich> afton ifl>«'me ftill mo "; 
than the horrid figure you make ■ 


What 


th 


your Prance, to tear your own flefh, to fpill y<) J 

own Wood and to facrifice yourfelf in this crue 
manner to the importunate cravings of your younv 

ones ? I know not which to pity molt, your miferv 
or your folly Be advifed by me; have fome re¬ 
gard for yourfelf; and leave off this barbarous cui- 
tom of mangling your own body: as for your chil¬ 
dren, commi t them to the care of providence and 

!!?! „ C 7:°e- f , f T‘ e eafy ab ° ut . them - My exam 


pie may be of ufe to you 


I lay my eggs upon 


the ground and juft cover them^ighdy ^er with 

a " 1/ ‘I they have the good luck to e(crape beine 

5 SK by the trcaskof manor beaft, the warmth 
of the fun broods upon, and hatches, them ; and in 
due time my young ones come forth : Heave them 


be nurfed by 


nd 


foftered by the ele~ 


give myfelf no trouble about them, and 


merits; I ^ 

I neither know nor care what becomes of them 

Unhappy wretch, fays the Pelican, who bardeneft 


thyfelf againft thy own offspring, 

3>f natural aftedfion rendereft thy 


thyfelf! who knoweff not 


th 


nd thro’ want 
avail fruitlels 
Tweets of a 


parent s anxiety 5 the tender delight of a mother 
fufferings ! It is not I, but thou 
thy own flefh. 

from a temporary 


to 


I by infenflbility may exempt thee 


ble pai 


and an inconfi 


1 : but at the lame time il makes thee 

11 r i n t0 a L moil necefl ai'y duty, and incapa¬ 
ble of rellfhing the pleafure that attends it; a plea- 

fure. the moft exquifite that nature hath indulged 

m which pain itfelf is fwallowed up ^nd 

or only ferves to heighten the enjoyment. 

FABLE 




to US 


loft 
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FABLE 


V. 


A 


The Hounds in Couples. 

Huntfman was leading forth his Hounds 


morning 


the chace, and had linked 


of the young dogs in Couples, to prevent 


their following every feent, and hunting diforderly 

and fancy mould dire& 

was the fate of jowler 


their own 


them 


Among others 


and vixen to be thus yoked together. Jowler and 
vixen were both young and unexperienced 


but 


had for fome time been conftant companions, and 
feemed to have entertained a great fondnefs for 
each other ; they ufed to be perpetually playing 
together, and in any quarrel that happened 


- * + 

always took one another 


part 


it might have 


been expe&ed therefore that it would not be 
difagreeable to them to be ftill more clofely united. 
However in fa& it proved otherwife : they had 
not been long joined together before both parties 
began to exprefs uneafmefs at their prefent fitu 
tion. Different inclinations and oppofite wills 


a 


began to difeover and to exert themfelves 


if 


chofe 


g° 


this 


way, 

to take the contrary \ if one 
ward, the other was fure 


the other was as eager 


was preffing for- 
g behind ; vixen 


pulled back jowler, and jowler dragged along 


vixen 


jowle 


growled at vixen. 


and vixen 


fnapped at jowler 


laft it came to a down 


quarrel between them : and jowler treated 

vixen in a very rough and ungenerous manner, 
without any regard to the inferiority of her 


ftrength, 

were thu 


the tendernefs of her fex. As they 
tntinually vexing and tormenting 
an old hound, who had obferved 

all that palTed, came up to them and thus re¬ 
proved them * <l What a couple of fdly puppies 

you 


another 


% 
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\ ’ 


you are to be perpetually worrying yourfelve* 
at this rate! What hinders your going on 


Cannot you 


each 
! at 
and 


y 


peaceably and quietly together 
compromife the matter between you 
confulting the other’s inclination a little 
leaft. try to make a virtue of neceffity 



fubmit to what you 

not get rid of the chain 
fit < 


remedy 


you can- 


r T but you may make . v 

aiy upon you. I am an old dog, and let 


my age and experience 


nftruift you : when I 


was in the fame circumftances with you, I f 00n 
found, that thwarting my companion was only 

fnrmantin/w ««f«l L . . _ J i n / 

and my yoke-fellow hap- 


tormenting myfelf 


pily came 


the fame way of thinking 


endeavoured to join in the fame purfuits 


follow 


another 


We 

and 


jogged on together 


and fo 


nly with eafe and quiet 



nly 


but with comfort and pleature. We found 

experience, that mutual compliance not c... 

compenfates for liberty, but is even attended with 

a fatisfaaion and delight, beyond what liberty 
itleJr can give.” 


FABLE 


VI. 


The Mjer and the Magpye. 

A S a Mifer fate at his defk, counting over 

his heaps of gold , a magpye eloping from 
his cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away 

with it. The Mifer, who never failed to count 
his money over a fecond time, immediately mif¬ 
fed the piece, and rifing up from his feat in the 

utmoft confirmation, obferved the felon hiding 
it in a crevice of the flofft And art thou , 
cryed he, that worft of thieves, wbd haft rob¬ 
bed me of my gold, without the plea of necefti- 

and without regard to its proper ufe ? But 

thy 
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thv life (hall atone for fo prepofte 

fr7 ^ __J nun 


a 



5 oft words, good matter 
Have I then injured you, in any 


89 

villa- 

quoth the Mag- 

other 
am I 


fenfe than you defraud the publtck ? And am 
not ufing your money in the fame manner yo 
Jo yourtelf ? If I mull l ofe my life for hiding a 
fmgle guinea, what do you, I pray, deferve, w o 


fo mapy thoufands 

FABLE 


VII. 


The fenfit 


Plant and the Thtfll 



Thiftle happened to fpring up 


ry near 


to a 


fenfitive Plant 


Th 


e 


former ob(e 


the extream bafhlulnefs 


d d 




\ 


* 

l 


y 


of 


the latter, add relied h 


th 


ner. 


Why 


you fo modeft and referved 


ng man- 


withdraw your 


my 

at 


the approach of ftrangers ? Why do you Ihrtnk 

as if you were afraid, from the touch of every 


hand 

liked 


Take example and advice from me 
their familiarity 


if I 

I would make them 


11K.CU HUi Vilwl* 7 r* 

keep their diftance, nor fhould any faucy finge 

' j A... cinrl nua 

provoke me unrevenged. 


lities, 

I hav 
give offence 


plied the oth 


Our tempers and qua 

widely diffi 


neither the ability nor inclination to 

feems are by no means del- 

live peaceably 

; and tho’ my 


titute of either. My defire is to 

in the ftation wherein I am placed 
humility may now and then caufe me a moments 
uneafinefs, it tends on the whole to preferve my 

tranquillity, 

whofe irritable temper, and 


The cafe is other wife with y 


Hop, will probably one time 
caqfe of your dettrudtion. 
thus arguing the point, the gardenei 

his little fpaddle, in order to bghte 


geful difpofi- 
or other be the 
While they were 

came with 
the earth 

round 
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round the ftem of the Senlitive Plant j but per- 

ceiving the Thiftle, he thruft his inftrument thro* 

the root of it, and dire&ly toiled it out of his 
garden. 


FABLE VIII. 

* 

The Poet and the Death -IVatch. 

A S a Poet fate in his clofet, feafting his 

imagination ' on the hopes of fame and im¬ 
mortality ; he was ftartled on a fudden with the 
ominous found of a Death-watch. However, im¬ 
mediately recollecting himfelf, vain infe&, faid 
he, ceafe thy impertinent forebodings, fufficient 
indeed to fright the weaknefs of women or of 
children ; but far beneath the notice of a Poet 
and Philofopher. As for me, whatever acci¬ 
dent may threaten my life, my fame, fpite of 
thy prognoftics, (hall live to future ages. May 
be fo, replied the infea, I find at leaft, thou 
hadfl rather Jiften to the maggot in thy head, 
than to the worm beneath thy table : but know, 
that the fuggeftions of vanity are altogether as- 
deceitful as thofe of fuperftition. 

FABLE IX. 

Pythagoras and the Critic. 

P /THAGORAS was one day very ear- 

nefliy engaged in taking an exacSl meafure 
of the length of the Olympic courfe. One of 
thofe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing, 
and are ready to interpofe with their opinion 
upon all fubjeCfs, happened to be prefent; and 
could not help fmiling to himfelf to fee the 

Philofopher fo employed, and to obferve what 

great 
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attention and pains he bellowed upon 


yfcat anvmiw.. 

f u ch a bufinefs 


And pray, fays he 


Pvthaeoras, may I prefume to aflc 
dcfien you have given yourfelf this trouble 

uv O * .. « .1 m m _ r_L_ T /Vtoil vpri 


accofting 

with what 

Of 


that 


plied the Philofophe 


I (hall very rea 


dily inform you 


We are aflured, that Hercules, 

when he inftituted the Olympic games, himfelf 
laid out this courfe by meafure. and determined 


the length 


of fix hundred feet, meafuring 


bv the ftandard of his own foot. Now by taking 
an exaa meafure of this fpace, and feeing how 
much it exceeds the meafure of the fame number 
of feet now in ufe, we can find how much the foot 

and in proportion his whore nature, 

A very 

nd of great 


of Hercules, 
exceeded that of the prefent 


s fpeculation, 
d importance 


demonftrate 


fays the Critic, J _ 

no doubt! And (o you will 

that the bulk of this fabulous 


te to us, that tne duik. ui 

qual to his extravagant enterprizes and 

1 - a 1 C!. tttnnf 



marvellous exploit 


And pray 


Sir 


may be the r 
pofe, you ca 

breadth how 


now 


of your enquiry at laft ? 
tell me exa&ly to a 

Hercules was 


what 
I fup- 
h ai r’s 


The refult of 


enquiry, replfed the philofopher, is this ; and it 

conclufion of greater ufe and importance than 


you feem to expert from 
ways eftim 


that if you will 
the philofophe 


the 


way j — * -1 1 

defigns of the patriot, and the aaions of the hero 
by the ftandard of your own narrow conceptions 
you will ever be greatly miftaken in your judg 


concerning them 


FABLE 


X. 


The Bear. 
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He travelled from foreft to foreft, and from om 
kingdom to another, making many profound ob 

lervations in his way. Among the reft of his ex 
curfions, he came by accident into a farmer’s varH 

tirhpro C _ - _1 r * ~ 7«IU 


poultry {landing 

Obferving that 


where he faw a number of 
drink by the fide of a pool. .. . 

everythey turned up their heads toward the 

% 

fo. peculiar 


he could not forbear enquiring the reafon 

ceremony. They told him that 


was by way of returning thanks to heaven for the 
benefit^they received ; and was indeed an- ancient 
and religious cuflom, which they could not, with 
a fafe conscience, or without impiety, omit. Here 
the Bear burn into a fitoflaughter, atoncemimick- 

lng their geftures, and ridiculing their fuperft 


the moll contemptuous manner 


On this, the 


p i • . r . - Ui 

Vock,^with a fprnt fuitable to the boldnefs of hi 

the following words 


character, addrefled him 


As you are a (Iranger, Sir, you perhaps may „ v 
culed the indecency of this behaviour; yet give me 
leave to tell you, that none but a Bear would ridi 


any religious ceremonies whatfoever 


the 


prefence of thofe who believe them of importance 


FABLE 


XI. 


'The Stork and the Crow. 


A 


ftrong 


highefl 


in 


Stork and a Crow had once a 

tention, which of them flood 
the favour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his 
fkill in omens, his infallibility in prophecies, and 
his great ufe to the priefls of that deity in all their 


facrihces and 


igious ceremonies. The Stork 


urged only his blamelefs life, the care he took 
preferve his offspring, and the afliflance he lent 
his parents under the infirmities of age. It happen¬ 
ed, as it generally does in religious difputes, that 

neither 
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neither of them could cbnfute the other 5 fo they 
ooth agreed to refer the decifioh to Jupiter him- 
felf. On their joint application, the god deter¬ 


mined thus between them 


Let none of my crea 


tutes defpair of my regard : I know their weak- 
nefs; I pity their errors ; and whatever is well 
meant, I accept as it was intended. Yet facri- 
fices or ceremonies are in themfelves of no impor¬ 
tance, and every attempt to penetrate the counfels 
of the gods, is altogether as vain as it is prefump- 
tuous : but he who pays to Jupiter a juft honour 
and reverence, who leads the moft temperate life, 
and who does the moft good in proportion to his 
abilities ; as he beft anfwers the end of his crea¬ 
tion will afftfredly ftand higheft in the favour of 

his creator. 


F B A L E 


XII. 


Echo and the Owl . 


T 


FfE vain hear the flatteries of their own 
imagination, and fancy them to be the voice 


of fame. 

A foiemn Owl, puffed up with vanity 


fate 


peating her [creams 
of a bfaffed oak. . 
ceeds this awful file 
fuperiour melody ? 


at midnight, from the hollow 
And whence, cryed {he, pro- 


eds this awful filence, unlefs it be to favour my 
Deriour melody ? Surely the groves are hufht in 
pe&ation of my voice, and when I fmg, all na- 


lifte 


An Echo refounding from 


adj 


cent rock, replied immediately 


lif- 


<6 


The nightingale, refumed {he, has ufurp 


ed the fovereignty by 


ght 


her 


indeed 


mulicah but mine is iweeter far 


Th 


firming her opinion 


plied again 


tt 


“ far.” Why then am I diffide 


why 


I fear to join the tuneful choir 


fweeter 
led {he, 

? The 

Echo 


% 
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Echo, ftill flattering her vanity, repeated 

£c m n_ ^ j 1_ a l!_ _ 


u: 


the tuneful choir 


join 


tom of encouragement, ihe 


Roufed by this empty phan 


the morrow 


gled her hootings with the^harmony of the groves, 
But the tuneful fongfters, difgufled with her noife, 

and affronted hyher impudence, unanimoufly drove 
her from the fociety, and ftill continue to purfue 
her where ever (he appears. 


FABLE 


XIII. 


Prometheus • 


P ROMETHEUS formed man of the fi- 

neft clay, and animated his work with fire 
itolen from heaven. He endowed him with all 


the faculties that are to be found amongft the 
animal creation : he gave him the courage of the 
lion, the fubtlety of the fox, the providence of the 
ant, and the induftry of the .bee; and he enabled 
him, by the fuperiority of his underftanding, to fub. 
due them all, and to make them fuhfervient to 


his ufe and pleafure. He difcovered to him the 
metals hidden in the bowels of the earth, and 
fhewed him their feveral ufes. He inftrudted him 


in every thing that might tend to cultivate and 
civilize human life : be taught him to till the 
ground, and to improve the fertility of 'nature; to 
build houfes, to cover himfelf with garments, and 
to defend himfelf againft the inclemencies of the 
air and the feafons to compound medicines of 
falutary herbs, to heal wounds,and to cure difeafes; 
to conftru< 5 t {hips, to crofs the Teas, and to com¬ 


municate to every country the riches of all. In a 
word, he indued him with fenfe and memory, with 
fagacity and invention, with art and fcience : and 
to crown all, he gave him an infight into futurity. 
£ut, alas ! this latter gift, inftead of improving, 

wholly 
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wholly deftroyed the proper effe& of all the for¬ 
mer. Furniflied with all the means and inftru- 
ments of bappinefs, man neverthelefs was mifera- 
ble ; thro* the knowledge and dread of future evil, 
be was incapable of enjoying prefent good. Pro¬ 
metheus faw, and immediately refolved to remedy 
this inconvenience : he effectually rpftored man to 
a capacity of happinefs, by depriving him of pre - 
fcttnce 9 aud giving him hope in its ftead. 

FABLE XIV. 

• * % 

Momus . 

♦ 


?rpIS faid that Momus was'perpetually blaming 

and ridiculing whatever he faw. Even 
the works of the gods themfelves could, not efcape 
his univerfal cenfure. The eyes of the bull, he 
faid, were fo placed by Jupiter, that they could 
not direct his horns in pufhing at his enemies. 
The houfes which Minerva had inftructed men to 
build, were contrived fo very injudicioufly, that 
they could not remove them from a bad neigh¬ 
bourhood, nor from any other inconvenience. In 
(hort, the frame of man himfelf was in his opinion 
extreamly defective j having no window in his 
bofom that might demonftrate his fmcerity, or 
betray his wicked purpofes and prevent their ex¬ 
ecution. Thefe and many other faults were 
found in the nrodudfions of nature ; but when 


ecution. 


found in the productions of nature ; but when 
be furveyed the works of art, there was no end 

r » . 1 * T 1 * r_ 1 1 


of his altercations. 


Jupiter, 


being refolved 

O 


try how far his malice would proceed, lent his 
'laughter Venus to defire that he would give 


bis opinion of her beauty. 


She appeared ac r 


cordingly before the churlifh god, tremblin 

the apprehenfion of his known feverity. H 

aimned her proportions with all the rigour of an 

envious 


at 


He ex- 
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envious critic. But her fhape and complex 


were fo ftrikirig, her (miles apd graces fo very 


engaging 


that h£ found it? ftiipoffible to give the 


leaf! colour to any obje&ion he could make. Yet 


fbew how hard malevolence will ftruggle for 


cavil; 


(he was retiring from his pre fence 


he 


begged (he would acquaint her father, that what 


ever grace might be in her motion, yet 


> 


hr 


flippers were too noify 


FABLE 


XV. 


The Butterfly, the Snail , and the Bee . 





L 


Butterfly, proudly perched on the gawdy 


V leaves of a french marygold, was boafting 


the vaft extent and variety of his 


I have 


ged, faid he 


the graceful and majeftic 


feenes of t Hagley , and have feafted toy eyes with 


elegance and variety 


* 


wandered thro’ regions of E 


7 he Leafowes 


I have 


fuckle, I have revelled in ki 



and Honey 


beds of Violets 


and Cowflips, and have enjoyed the delicious 


efance of Rofes and Carnations. In fhort, my 

D _ • /i ■ * n IT 


fancy unbounded, and my flights unreftrained 


I 


have vifited with perfe& freedom 


the flower 


of the field or garden, and muft be allowedtoimw 


the world , 


fuperlative degree 


A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders 


bbage-leaf Was llruck with admiration 


and 




concluded him, from all this experience, to be 


the wileft of animal 


It happened that a Bee purfued her occupation 


hbouring bed of marjoram, and having 


heard our oftentatious 


this manner 


V 


o 


reprimanded him 


empty flutterer, faid (he 


whom inftru£tion cannot improve, nor experience 


i 


tfeli 


+ Lord Lyttelton’s 


* Mr. Shenftone’s. 
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itfelf enlighten ! Thou haft rambled over the 
world ; wherein does thy knowledge of it confift? 
Thou haft feen variety of obje&s ; what conclu- 
fions haft thou drawn from them ? Thou haft 
tafted of every amufement; haft thou extradled 
any thing for ufe f I too am a traveller : go and 
look into my hive; arid let my treafures Jhadow out 
to thee, that the intent of travelling is , to colie <51 
materials either for the ufe and emolument of pri¬ 
vate life , or for the advantage of the community. 

FABLE XVI. 


The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower. 


A Tuberofe in a bow-window on the north- 

fide of a (lately villa, addrefs’d a Sun-flowe 


which grew 


flopc, that was contiguous to 


the houle. Pray, fays he, neighbour Turnfol 
what purpofe do you pay all this devoti 


th 


fi&itious deity of yours, the S 


Why are y 


ally diftorting your body, and 


ng up 


your eyes to that glaring luminary ? What fup 
Ihtion induces you to think, that we dowers e; 


nly thro’ his influe 


Both you and I 


ly indebted to the hot-bed, and to the diligence of 
the gardener, for our production and fupport. For 
my part, I fhail referve my homage, together with 
my fweets, for that benevolent mafter who 


y 


watering and refreflhing me : nor d 


defire ever to fe 


face ot th 


bun 


dolize, while I can enjoy 


> 


I 

io 


of this magnificent 
blafphemies, repliec 
thou revile that g! 


faloon. 


r 


Sun-flo 

; being, 


who uiipenlcs 


(hade 
with thy 
why dot 


t 


ot' th 


iy to us, but to every p 


W ithout 


alas ! how in- 


di\<5tual were the fk.il 1 arid vigilance of 

* F “ 


bo 


1 

It A 
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ed mafter, either to fupport thy tender frame, 

or even to preferve his own / But this muft ever 
be the cafe with fuch contracted, underftandings: 
fufficient, indeed, to point Out our more imme¬ 
diate benefactors, without regarding that ori¬ 
ginal fource, from which all beneficence pro¬ 
ceeds. 


FABLE XVII. 

’The Magpye and the Raven . 

T HERE was a certain Mag-pye, more bufy 

and more loquacious than any of his tribe. 
H is tongue was in perpetual motion, and himfelf 
continually upon the wing ; fluttering from place 
to place, and very feldom appearing twice together 

in the fame company. 

Sometimes you faw him with a flock of pi¬ 
geons, plundering a field of new fown corn ; 
anon, perch’d upon a cherry-tree with a parcel 
of tom-tits : The next moment, you would be 
furpriz’d to find the fame individual bird engaged 
with a flight of crows, and feafting upon acarcafe. 

He took it one day into his head to vifit an old 
Raven, who lived retir’d among the branches of a 
venerable oak ; and there, at the foot of a lonely 
mountain, had part near half a century. 

I admire, fays the prating bird, your moft ro- 
mantick fituation, and the wildnefs of thefe rocks 
and precipices around you : I am abfolutely tranf- 

norted with the murmur of that water-fall: me- 
thuiks it difFufes a tranquillity, furpaffing all the 
joys of publick life. What an agreeable fequef- 
tration Irom worldly buftle and impertinence! 
what an opportunity of contemplating the divine 
beauties of nature ! I fhall moft certainly, my 
dear, quit the gaieties of town, and for the fake 
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of thefe rural fcenes, and my good friend’s con- 
verfation, pafs the remainder of my days in the 
folitude he has chofen. 

Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I (hall be at all 
times glad to receive you in my old fafhion’d 

way 

unluitable companions 


but you and I (hould certainly prove moll 


Your whole ambitio 

fhine in company, and to recommend yourfelf 
to the world by univerfal complaifance : whereas 
my greateft happinefs confifts in eafe and privacy, 
and the fele£t converfation of a few whom I efteem. 
I prefer a good heart to the mod voluble tongue ; 
and tho’ queftionlefs oblig’d to you for the polite- 
nefs of your profeffions, yet I fee your benevolence 
divided among fo numerous an acquaintance, that a 

very (lender (hare of it can remain for thofe you 

are pleafed to honour with the name of friends. 


FABLE XVIII. 


The Diamond and the Load/lone . 

A Diamond of greaFbeauty and luftre,obferving 

not only many other gems of a lower clals 
ranged togetjherwith him in the fame cabinet, but 
a Load (lone litre w i fe placed not far from him, be- 
ean to queftioivthe latter how he came there ; 
and what pretentions he had to be ranked among 
the precious ftones ; he, who appeared to be no 
better than a mere flint; a forry, coirfe, rufty- 
looking pebble ; without any the leafl: fhining qua¬ 
lity to advance him to fuch an honour ; and con¬ 
cluded with defiring him to keep his didance, and 
pay a proper refpedt to hisfuperiors. I find, faid 
the Loadftone, that you judge by external appear¬ 
ances ; and it is your intereft, that others fhould 
orm their judgment by the fame rule. 1 mult 

O W I: 


F 2 
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own I have nothing to boafl: of in that refpedf • 
hut I may venture to fay, that 1 make amends 
for my outward defe&s, by my inward qualities. 
The great improvement of navigation in thefe 
latter ages is entirely owing to me. It is owing 
tome, that the diftant parts of the world are 
known and acceflible to each other; that the 
' remotefl nations are connected together, and all 
in a manner united into one common fociety; 
that by a mutual intercourfe they relieve one ano¬ 
ther’s wants, and all enjoy the feveral bleflings 
peculiar to each. Great Britain is indebted to 
me for her wealth, her fplendour, and her power; 
and the arts and fciences are in a great meafure 
obliged to me for their late improvements, and 
their continual increafe. I am willing to allow 
you your due praife in its full extent ; you are a 
very pretty bawble; I am mightily delighted to fee 
you glitter and fparkle j I look upon you with 
pleafure and furprifc : but I muft be convinced 
that you are of fome fort of ufe, before I acknow¬ 
ledge that you have any real merit, or treat you 
with that refpedl which you feem to demand. 

FABLE XIX. 

The Boy and the Nettle . 

A Little Boy, playing in the fields, chanced 

to be flung by a Nettle, and came crying 
to his father : he told him, he had been hurt by 
that nafty weed feveral times before ; that he was 
always afraid of it : and that now he did but juft 
touch it as lightly as poflible, when he was fo 
feverely flung. Child, fays he, your touching it 
fo gently and timoroufly is the very reafon of its 
hurting you. A Nettle may be handled fafely, 
jf you do it with courage and refolution : if you 

feize 
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feize it boldly, and gripe it faff, depend upon’t 
it will never Iling you ; and you will meet with 
many forts of perfons, as well as things in the 
world, which ought to be treated in the very fame 
manner. 


fable XX. 

7 he Monger in the Sun. 

A N Aftronomer was obferving the Sun thro' 

a telefcope, in order to take an exadt 
draught of the feveral fpots, which appear upon 
the face of it. While he was intent upon his 
obfervations, he was on a fudden furprifed with a 
new and aflonifhing appearance ; a large portion 
of the furface of the Sun was at once covered by 
a Monfter of enormous fize, and horrible form ; 
it had an immenfe pair of wings, a great number 
of legs, and a long and vaft probofeis ; and that 
it was alive, was very apparent, from his quick 
and violent motions, which the obferver could 
from time to time plainly perceive. Being fure of 
the fa£t, (for how could he be mifhaken in what 
he law fo clearly ?) our Philofophcr began to draw 
many furprifing conclufions from premifes fo well 
effablifhed. He calculated the magnitude of this 
extraordinary animal ; and found that he covered 
about two fquare degrees of the Sun’s furface ; 
that placed upon the earth he would fpread over 
half one hemifphere of it; and that he was (even 
or eight times as bm as the moon. But what was 

O 3> 

mo ft affonifhing, was the prodigious heat that he 
muff endure: it was plain, that he was fome- 
thing of the nature of the f.ilamander, but of a 
far more fiery temperament ; for it was demon- 
ffrable from the ffleareil principles, that .n his pre- 
fent fituation he muff have acquired a degree of 

F q heat 
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heat two thoufand times exceeding that of red 


hot 


It was 


whether he fubfifted 


the Sun, and fo from time 


problem worth confiderin<*, 

upon the grofs 


vapours 


time cleared 


away 
ing 


thofe fpots which they are perpetually form... 
d which would otherwife wholly ob feu re and 

hether it might not feed 


udate its face 
the folid fubftance of th 


by this means 


rb itfelf 


together with the conftant 


which 


pence of light, mud foon be cxhaudtd and 


ex- 


med 


or 


hethe 


was not now 


d then 


iupplied by the falling of fome eccentric Comet 
into the Sun. However this might be, he found 
by computation that the earth would be but 
fhort allowance for him for a few month 


the 


it was no improbable conjedi 


as the earth was deftined 


and 

that, 


to be dedroyed 


by fire, this fiery flying monfter would 


hither at the 


remov 


ppointed time, and 


ght much 

lily and conveniently effecd a conflagra¬ 


tion, than any C 


fervice 


hitherto provided for that 


In the earned purfuit of thefe, and many 


like deep and curious fpeculati 


the Adi 


norner was engaged, and was preparing to com 

them to the publick. In the mean time 


fight 


difeovery began to be much talked of 
virtuofi gathered 

T hey were equall) 
y of the obferv 


; and 

together to fee fo drang< 

ced of the 


a 


of 


fo cleaily deduced from it. At lad, one 


gave a 
examii 


> th; 
full 


the 

(lent 


d 


lufions 
more 

was refolved, before he 


? 


the report of his fenfe 


to 


the whole procefs of the ad 


nd all 


the parts of the indrument 
dope, and behold 

which having fettled on the center of the 


glafs had g 


fion to 


Thco 


: he opened the Te’e- 
Fly was inclofed in it, 

objedl- 
this marvellous 



J 


How 
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How often tlo men, thro’ prej udice and paffi- 
on, thro’ envy and malice, fix upon the brightest 
and moft exalted charafters, the grolTeft and molt 
improbable imputations. It behoves us upon fuch 

occafions to be upon our guard, and to iufpend our 
judgments ; the fault perhaps is not in the object , 

butln the mind of the obferver. 

FABLE XXI. 


'The 


dijconUnted Bee. 



ner. 


yet was 
petual 


Bee complained to J 
rous evils to which i 
Her body, (he faid 
(lie condemned 


r. 


th 


condition expoled 


w 


we 
her 


ak and 


g b 


fh 


e was 


VJ 1 ^ • --o *■ 

benumbed bv the cold c: 


winter, and relaxed by the heat of lummer. 

infedled with poifonous weeds 


II 


haunts were 


in 


d 


her flights obftrudted 



itorms and tempeft 


In (hort, what with dangers from without, and 

life was rendered 


difeafes from with 


her 


feene of anxiety 


d wretched nefs 


Behold new, faid Jupiter, the frowardnefs and folly 


of this unthankful 


Fhe flowers of the held 


I have fpread before them 


aft 


d h 


ndeavoured to regale them with an endlcfs va- 


Fhey now revel 


riety 

thyrne and lavend 


and 


now 


fragrant banks of violets and rofes 


odoriferous beds of 

1 the ft ill more 

The bufinefs 


y 


complain of, is the extraction of honey 


and, to alleviate their toil, I 


d them 


which readily traniport them from one 


wings, 
delicious banquet 


and 


weed 


I h 


P 


Storms, tempt ft 

them fa2,acity 


fh 


un 


nd if ever 


y 


are m 


fled 


tis 


thro’ 


the perverfenels of 


But th 


it 


with BeevS and thus with Men : they milconftr 

F 4 


th 
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the benevolence of my defigns, and then com¬ 
plain that my decrees are rigid: they ungratefully 
overlook all the advantages, and magnify all the 
inconveniencies of their ftation. But let my crea¬ 
tures purfue their happinefs, through the paths 
marked out by nature; and they will then fell 

no pains, which they have not pleafures to com- 
peniate. 


FABLE XXII. 

'The Snipe Shooter . 

A S a fportfman ranged the fields with his guri, 

attended by an experienced old jpaniel, 
he happened to fpring a Snipe ; and, nearly at 
the fame inftant, a covey of Partridges. Surprifed 
at the accident, and divided in his aim, he let fly 
too indeterminately, and by this means miffed 
them both . Ah, my good matter, Paid the fpa- 
niel, you fliould never have two aims at once. 
Had you not been dazzled and leduced by the ex¬ 
travagant hope of Partridge, you would moft 
probably have fecured your Snipe. 

FABLE XXIII. 

The Beggar and his Dog. 

#' 

ar and his Dog fate at the gate of a 
e Courtier, and were preparing to make 
a meal on a bowl of fragments from the Kitchen- 
maid. A poor dependant of his Lordfhip’s, who 
had been fliaring the fingular favour of a dinner 
at the ttewarcs table, was (truck with their ap¬ 
pearance, and flopped a little to obferve them. 
The Beggar, hungry and voracious as any 
Courtier in Chrifte/idom, feized with greedinefs 

the 




the c 

iblf ; 

children 
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eft morfels, and fwallowed them him- 

the refidue was divided into portions for his 

one pocket 


r 


A 


l g 


was thruft into 


honefl Jack, a cruft 


another for bafhful 


om, and a luncheon of cheeie wrapt up with 


care for the little favourite of 


hopeful fa m i 


In fhort, if any thing was thrown to the Dog, it 

(o clofely picked, that it fcarce af- 


was a 


forded a pittance to keep life and foul togeth 
How exa£Ily alike, (aid the dependent 
poor Dog’s cafe and mine ! he is watching 


is 


this 


dinner from 


* ' 


fter who cannot Ipare it 


I 


haps 


place from a needy Lord, whofe wants per 
are greater than my own ; and whofe re 
s, more clamorous than any of this Be 



ingenious 

O 


brats. Shrewdly was it laid by an 
writer, a Courtier's Dependant is a Beggar s Deg • 


F ABLE XXIV. 


■The Sim and the Vapour. 


T N 


the evening cf a fummer’s day 


as the Sun 


defeended behind the vveftern hijis, he be 


held 


mg 


a thick and unvvholfome Vapour extend 
itfelf over the whole face of the vallies. 
Every fhrub and every (lower ’mmediately folded 
up its leaves, and fhrunk from the touch of 

this detefted enemy. 


Well haft thou chofen 


id 


the God of day, this the 


my depa 


to fpread thy pellilential influence 

the 


and taint 


beauties of creation. Enjoy for a fhni 
fpace the notable triumphs of thy malignity 
I fhall return a^ain with the morning, repair t< 
mifehiefs, and put an end to thy exiftence. ivh 
the flanderer, in thine dilcern the fad Lte of calumn 
and be warned to dread the return cf the VrutL. 


y 

y 


% 
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FABLE XXV . 

Ls'z/*? tfwr/ Folly. 

I N the moll: early ftate of things, and amono- 

the eideft ot beings, exifted that God, as the 
poets intitle him, or rather that Daemon, as Plato 
calls him, whofe name is Love. He was aflifting 
to the father of the Gods in reducing Chaos into 
order, in eftablifhing the harmony of the univerfe, 
and in regulating and putting in execution the 
laws by which the operations of nature are per¬ 
formed, and the frame of the world fubfifts. Uni- 
verfal good feemed to be his only ftudy, and he 
was the fupreme delight both of Gods and men. 
But in procefs of time, among other diforders that 
arofe in the univerfe, it appeared, that Love began 
to deviate very often from what had feemed till 
now to be h is ch ief purfuit: he would raife fre- 
OjUent difturbances and confufion in the courfe of 
nature ; tho’ it was always under the pretence of 
maintaining order and agreement. It feems he 
had entered into a very intimate acquaintance 
with a perfon, who had but lately made her 
appearance in the world. This perfon was 
Folly, the daughter of Pride and Ignorance. 
They were very often together, and as often 
as they were, fome mifchief was fure to be the 
confcquence. By degrees he introduced her 
into the heavens • where it was their great joy 
by various artifices to lead the Gods into fuch 
mealures, as involved them in many inconve- 
niencies, and expoled them to much tidicule. 
They deluded them all in their turns, except 
Minerva, the only divinity that efcaped their wiles. 
Even Jupiter hirnfelf was induced by them to 
take fome fleps not at all foitable to the dig¬ 
nity 



ORIGINAL FABLES 


07 


ity of his chara&er 


Folly had gotten the 


afcendant over her companion 


however 


{he was refolved to make ftill 


and 


grofs him wholly to herfelf 


more fure of him, 

this 


with 


dcfign fhe infufed a certain intoxicating juice 11 
his neftar, the effe£s of which were fo pow 


ful, that in th 


end it 


ly deprived him of 


his figh 


Love was too much prejudiced 


her 


favour, to apprehend her 


be the caufe of h 


misfortune 


nor 


ndeed did he feem to be in 


aft fenfible of his condition 


ther V 


foon found 


and 


But his mo- 
in the excefs 


of her grief and rage carried her compl 


to 


Jupiter, conjurin< 
who had blinded 


him to punifh the forcerels 


fon. Jupiter 


willing 


to 


clear the heavens of fuch troublefome corn- 

called both parties before him, and in- 


pany 


4fter a full heart 


quired into their condua 
he determined, that Folly (hould make fo me fort 

of reparation tor the injury done to Love : and 
beincr relolvcd to punifti both for the many irre¬ 
gularities which they had lately introduced, he 
condemned Love to wander about the earth, and 

ordered Folly to be his guide. 


F ABLE XXVI. 


The Edlpfe. 

O NE day when the Moon was under an 

Eclipfe, (he complained thus to the Sun 

of the difcontinuance of his favours. My deareft 
friend, Laid (he, why do you not fhine upon 
me as you ufed to do ? Do I not (bine upon thee ? 
faid the Sun; 1 am very fure that I intend it. U 
no, replies the Moon, but l now perceive the 

reafon. I fee that dirty planet the earth is got 
between us. 


The 
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I he good influences of the great would per¬ 
haps be more difFufive, were it not for their mif- 
cmevous dependants, who are fo frequently buf¬ 
fered to interpofe. 

• « 

FABLE XXVII. 

The Boy and the Butterjly. 

A Boy, greatly fmitten with the colours of a 

Butterfly, purfued it from flower to flower 
with indefatigable pains. Firft he aimed to fur- 
prife it among the leaves of a rofe ; then to cover 
it with his hat, as it was feeding on a daify ; now 
hoped to fecure it, as it refted on a fprig of myr¬ 
tle ; and now grew fure of his prize, perceiving it 
loiter on a bed of violets. But the fickle Fly, 
continually changing one bloflom for another, ftill 
eluded his attempts. At length, obferving it half 
buried in the cup of a tulip, he rufhed forward, 
and fnatching it with violence, crufhed it all to 
pieces. The dying infedf, feeing the poor boy 
fomewhat chagrined at his difappointment, ad- 
drefled him with all the calmnefs of a ftoic, in the 
following manner.'—Behold now the end of thy 
unprofitable follicitude ! and learn, for the benefit 
of thy future life, that all pleafure is but a painted 
Butterfly; which, although it may ferve to amufe 
thee in the purfuit, if embraced with too much 
ardour, will perifh in thy grafp. 

FABLE XXVIIL 

The Toad and the Epkemeron . 

A S fome workmen were digging marble in a 

mountain of Scythia, they difeerned a toad 

of an enormous fize in the michf of a folic? rock. 

They 
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They were very much furprifed at fo 


uncommon 


ppearance, and the more they confidered the 
mftance of " ,f tH#» rnnrp their wonder in- 


the 


their wond 


ere 


afed 


It was hard to conceive by what means 


(his creature had preferved life and nourifhment 


in 


rrow a prifon 
for his birth 


and ftill more difficult 


nd 


Hence in a place fo 


totally inacceffible 


all of his fpe 


They 


_conclude no other, than that he was formed 

together with the rock in which he had been bred, 
and was coeval with the mountain itfelf. While 
they were purfuing thefe fpeculations the Toad fat 

(welling and bloating * 


he was ready 


th pride and felf-importance 


which 


burft 
laft 


he thus gave 


Yes, fays he, you behold 


fpecimen of the Antediluvian race 

I was begotten before the flood j 

__ there among the prefent upftart race of 
that (hall dare to contend with me in 


mal 


of ani- 
nd who 


ty of 


birth or dignity of charader ? An Ephemeron, 
c _.u „*- fmm th^ river Hvoanis. as 


fprung that morning from 


Hyp 


he was flying trom place to place, chanced 

to be prefent, and obferved all that pafled with 
great attention and curiofity. Vain boafter, (ays 
he, what foundation haft thou for prieft 


ancient, 


thy 


thy defeent, merely becaufe 
life, becaufe it hath been long ? What good qua¬ 
lities haft thou received from thy anceftors ? Infig- 
nificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to others, 

thou art aim oft as infenfible as the block in which 

Even I, that had my birth only 


waft bred 


m the feum of the neighbouring river, at the 


lifing ol this day s fun. and who fh 

letting, 
lion, 


d 


at its 


h 


more 


fon 


pplaud my cond 


thou haft to be proud of 


I h 


njoyed the warmth of th 
day, and the purity of the 

ftream to ftream, from tre 


fun, the 


ave 
f the 


I have flown from 


nd 


plain 



no 
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I have provided for pofte 


plain to the mountain 
rity, and (hall leave 
fpring to people the next age of 


behind 


me a numerous off- 


Ihort, I have fulfilled 

and I have been happy. My whole life 


morrow 


in 


the ends of my being 


but of twelve hou 


but even one hour of 


is to 


be preferred to a thoufand years of mere exigence 


that have been fpent, like thine 


norance, and flupidity 


floth, ig 


FABLE 


XXIX 


The Peacock . 


1 


HE 


Peacock, who at firft was diftinguifhed 

nly by a creft of feathers, preferred a pe- 
Juno that he might be honoured alfo with 


a train. As the bird was 


particular fa 


was 


Juno readily enough afTented j and h 
ordered to furpafs that of every fowl in the 
ation. The Minion, confcious of his fuperb ap¬ 
pearance, thought it requifite to aflume a propor¬ 
tionable dignity of gait and manners. The com¬ 
mon poultry of the farm-yard were quite aftonifh’d 
at his magnificence ; and even the pheafants them- 
felves beheld him with an eye of envy. But when 
he attempted to Jly, he perceived himfelf to have 
facrificed all his activity to ojlentation , and that he 

was encumbered by the pomp in which he placed 
his glory. 


FABLE XXX. 

The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

A S a Fly was crawling leifurely up one of the 

columns of St. Paul’s Cupola, fhe often 
flopped, furveyed, examined, and at Jaft broke 

forth 
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forth into the following exclamation. Strange ! 
that any one who pretended to be an aitift, fhould 
ever leave fo fuperb a ftruaure, with ft. many 

rouehneffes unpohfhed ! Ah ! my friend . fai a 
very learned architect , who hung in his web under 

one of the capitals, you fhould never decide of 

things beyond the extent of your capacity. 1 his 
lofty building was not ere&ed for fuch diminutive 
animals as you or me ; but for a certain tort ot 

creatures, who are at leatt ten thoufand times as 

large : to their eyes, it is very poilible, thefe co¬ 
lumns may feem as fmooth, as to you appear the 

wings of your favourite Miftrefs. 

fable XXXI. 

The Elm Tree and the Vine. 

A N extravagant young Vine, vainly ambi¬ 
tious of independency, and fond of ram¬ 
bling at large, defpiled the alliance of a ffately 
Elm that grew near, and courted her embraces : 
Having rifcn to feme final 1 height without any 
kind of fupport, fhe {hot forth her flimfey 
branches to a very uncommon and luperfiuous 
length ; calling on her neighbour to take notice 
how little fhe wanted his affiftance. Poor in¬ 
fatuated fhrub, replied the Elm, how incon- 
fiftent is thy condua ! Would’ft thou be truly in¬ 
dependent, thou fhould’ft carefully apply thofe 
juices to the enlargement of thy ftem, which 
thou lavifheft in vain upon unneceffary foliage. 
I fhortly (hall behold thee groveling on the 
ground ; yet countenanced, indeed, by many 
of the human race, who intoxicated with vanity, 
have defpifed ceconomy ; and who, to fupport 

for a moment their empty boaft ot indepen¬ 
dence. 
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dence, have exhaufted the very Jource of it 
frivolous expences. 

FABLE. XXXII. 


The Laurufl 


and the Rofe 



N the quarters of a (hrubbery, where dec 


d 


P 1 


and 


th 


greens were inter- 


that 


Rofe 


i air of negligence, it happened 
w not far from a Lauruftinus 


O - M J 

ihe Rofe, enliven’d by the breath of 


d in all 


much 


tempt 


we 9 and 

gorgeous blofibms, looked with 



the Lauruft 


nothing to difplay but the dulky verd 


who had 


leaves. 


What a wretched neighbourhood 


of 


ryed 


fhe, is this ! and how unworthy to partake the ho 


of my company ! better to bloom and d 


in 


the detart, than to aflociate mytelf here with fuch 


low and dirty vegetables 


And is this my 


laft, whom every nation has agreed to honour, and 
every Poet confpired to reverence, as the undoubt¬ 
ed tovereign of the held and garden ? if I really am 
io, let my tubjecfts at leaf! keep their diftance ; 


let a circle 


nd 


rem 


d 


the hate my rank requires. Here, gard 
thy hatchet ; prithee 


▼ 

tui table 


down this Lauruft 


bring 


fyed 


ft remove it to its proper iph 


y lovely Rol 


e 


enjoy thy fovercbnty with mod 
fhalt receive ali the hoina?e v 


plied the Gard 


Be pa 


h 


nd thou 
_ y beauty 

can require. But remember that in winter, when 
neither thou nor 



any of thy tii 
leaf to chear me, this 


flower or 
which thou defpifeft, will b 
my garden. Prudence there 


produce one 
ithlul fhrub, 
the glory of 


} O ' 

a :> 


titude is concerned 


well 


as !ira~ 


the protection of a friend 


that will fhew his fiicndj])p m Jldvcrjity 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXXIII. 

"The Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 

T HE Senfitive Plant being brought out of 

the greenhoufe on a fine fummers da\, 
and placed in a beautiful grove adorned with 
the fineft foreft trees and the moft curious plants, 
began to give himlelf great airs, and to treat all 

that were about him with much petulance and 

dit'dain. Lord ! fays he, how could the gardener 
think of fetting me among a parcel of trees; 
e rofs inanimate things, mere vegetables, and 
perfect flocks ! Sure he does not take me for a 
common plant, when he knows, that I have the 
lenfe of feeling in a more exquifite degree thai 

he has himfelf. It really fhocks me to lee into 

what wretched low company he has introduce 
me : his more than the delicacy of my con i 
tution, and the extreme tendernefs of my nerves, 
can bear. Pray, Mr. Acacia, Hand a little far¬ 
ther off, and don’t prefume quite lo much upon 

vour idle pretence of being my coulin. ' J °° 
Mr. Citron, keep your diftance, Ibeleech you; 

your ftrong fcent quite overpowers me. hnend 

Palm-tree, your offenfive fhade is really more 
than I am able to fupport. The lolty Palm-tree 
though little moved by fo unmannerly an attack, 
condefcended to rebuke the impertinent creature 
m the following manner. f nou vegetable frib¬ 
ble ! learn to know thyfelf, and thy own worth- 
lefinefs and iniignihcancy. Thou valueft thyielt 
on a vicious foftncis, a falie delicacy, the very 
defea and imbecility of thy nature. W hat art 
thou good for, that fhrinkeft at a touch, and 
droopeftata breath of air; feeble and barren, a 
perpetual torment to thyfelf, and wholly ufelefs 
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others. Whereas we 


with fuch difda 


for h 


care of us : fome of 


, whom thou treated 
make a grateful return to man 

yield him fruit 


others are ferviceable to him by their drength and 
firmnefs ; we (hade him from the heat of the fun, 
and we defend him from the violence of the winds! 

particularly diftinguifhed for my hardinefs 

ndancy 


I 


am 


d 


and perleverance, my fteadinefs 
and on account of thofe very qualities which thou 


wanted and affc<deft 


be made the emblem of 


defp 


ward 


the Conq 


, have the honour 
queft, and the re- 


FABLE XXXIV. ' 


Thi; Tentyritcs and the Ichneumon. 

A Crocodile of prodigious fize, and uncom¬ 
mon ficrcenels, infcded the banks of the 
Nile, and fpread defolation through all the 
neighbouring country. He feized the fhephcr i 
together with the fheep, and devoured the herdI- 
men as well as the cattle. EmboldenedFy fuccets, 
and the terror which prevailed wherever he ap¬ 
peared, he ventured to carry his incurfions even 
into the lfland of Tentyra, and to brave the peo¬ 
ple, who boaft tbemfelves the only tamers of 
his race. Fhe "1 entyrites themfelves were druck 
with horror, at the appearance of a monfter fo 
much more terrible than they had ever feen be¬ 
fore : even the bolded of them dared not to attack 
him openly; and the mod, experienced long en¬ 
deavoured with all their art and addiefs to" fur- 
prife him, but in vain. As they were confulting 
together, what they fhould do in tbefe circum- 
dances, an Ichneumon depped forth, and thus 
addreded them. I perceive your didrefs, neigh¬ 
bours : and tho’ I cannot affid you in the preient 

difficulty* 
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difficulty, yet give me leave to offer you Tome ad¬ 
vice that may be of ufe to you for the future. A 
liitle prudence is worth all your art and your 
courage : it may be glorious to overcome a great 
evil, but the wifeft way is to prevent it. You 
defpife the Crocodile while he is fmall and weak ; 
and do not fafficiently confider, that as he is a 
long-lived animal, fo ’tis his peculiar property to 

grow as long as he 1 

little feeble creature ; yet am I much more terrible 
to the Crocodile, and more ufeful to the country, 
than you are. I attack him in the egg; and 
while you are contriving for months together, 
how to get the better of one Crocodile, and all to 
no purpofe, I effectually deftroy fifty of them in 

a day. 

FABLE XXXV. 

The ''Tulip and the Rofe. 

A Tulip and a Rofe happened to be near 

neighbours in the fame garden. They 

were both indeed extremely beautiful ; yet the 

Rofe engaged confiderably more than an equal 

fhare of the gardener’s attention. Enamoured, 

as in truth he was of the delicious odour it dif— 

fa fed ; he appeared, in-the eye of the Tulip, 

to be always kiffing and careffing it. The en- 

vv and jealoufy of rival beauties are not eafily to 

be concealed. The Tulip, vain of its external 

charms, and unable to bear the thought of being 

forfaken for another, remonftrated in thefe words 

againft the gardener’s partiality. Why are my 

beauties thus neglected ? Avc not my colours more 

bright, more various, and more inviting, than any 

which that red-faced Thing has to difplay ? W^hy 

then is (he to engrofs your whole affection, and 

thus 

^ ' 1 • 


1 
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Be not difTatisfied 
my fair lulip, faid the gardener; I acknowledge 

and admire them as they deferve 


thus for ever to b§ preferred 


found 


✓ 

thy beauti 

But there 
attra&ive 

enjoy a banq 
mere beauty can pretend to furnifh 


my favourite Rofe fuch 


odours, fuch internal charms, that _ 

:e, which no 


thei 


fra 


FABLE XXXVI. 


"The IVoodcock and the Alai lard. 

A Woodcock and a Mallard were feeding to¬ 
gether in fome marfhy ground at the tail of 
a mill-pond. Lard, fays the fqueamifh Wood¬ 
cock, in what a voracious and beaftly manner do 
you devour all that comes before you ! Neither 
fnail, frog, toad, nor any kind of tilth ? can efcape 
the fury of your enormous appetite.' All alike 
goes down, without meafure and without dijlinc- 
tion .—What an odious vice is Gluttony ! 

Good-lack ! reply’d the Mallard, pray how 
came you to be my accufer ? And whence has 
your exceffive delicacy a right to cenfure my plain 
eating r Is it a crime to fill one’s belly ? Or is 
it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be pleafed with 
the food which nature offers us ? Surely I would 

fooner be charg'd with-gluttony, than with that 

finical and fickly appetite, on which you are 
pleafed to ground vour fuperiority of tajie .—What 
a filly vice is Daintinefs. 

Thus endeavouring to palliate their refpeftive 
pafiions, our epicures parted with a mutual con¬ 
tempt. The Mallard hafitngto devour fome gar- 
bage, which was in reality a bait y immediately 
gorged #n hook thro 5 mere greedinefs and over- 
fight : while the Woodcock, flying thio 5 a glade, 
in order to feek his favourite juices, was entangled 
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in a net, fpread acrofs it for that purpofe : falling 
each of them a facrifice to their different , bu* 

qual foibles. 

FABLE XXXVII. 

The two Trouts and the Gudgeon / 



tificial fly 


Fifherman in the month of IVlay, flood an¬ 
gling on the banks of Thames, with an ar- 

He threw his bait with fo much art, 

> it, when 

Never, faid 


that a young Trout was rufhing toward 
(he was prevented by her mother ^ 

{he, my child, be too precipitate, where there 

poflibility of danger 


Take due time 


con- 


fider, before you rifk an a&ion that may be fatal. 
How know you whether yon appearance be indeed 



the fnare of 


enemy 


Let fome 


make the experiment before you. If it be a fly 


and 


he very probably will elude the firft attack 
then the fecond may be made, if not with fuccefs 


leaf! with fafety 


She had no fooner uttered 


than a Gudgeon feiz’d upon thepre- 
nded fly, "and became an example to the giddy 
lughter, of the great importance of her mother 5 

junfel. 


FABLE XXXV 1 IL 


*Jbe Stars and the Sky-Rocket 



S a Rocket, on a 


rejoicing nigh 


afcended 


d thro’ a ‘ r » and obferved the flream oi 

light that diftinguifhod his paflage, 
forbear exulting m his elevation, and 


he 


Stars to d 


Behold, laid he, 
wnat gazi ncr mmnruues auumt. the iuhre of my 


1 ft ail your feeble fparlcs of light p 


obferved 
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obferved, or di(regarded ! The Stars heard his 
empty boaft with a filent indignation : the Dog- 
Star only vouchfafed to anfwer him. How erro¬ 
neous, laid he, are their conclufions who liften to 
the voice of popular applaufe ! ’Tis true, the no¬ 
velty of thy appearance may procure to thee more 
admiration than is allotted to our daily courfe, 
although indeed a lafting miracle. But do not 
eftimate thy importance by the capricious fancy of 
mifguided men. Know thyfelf to be the ufelefs 
pageant, the frail production of a mortal hand. 
Even while I fpeak, thy blaze is extinguilhed, and 
thou art funk into oblivion. We, on the other 
hand, were lighted up by heaven for the advantage 
of mankind, and our glory (hall endure for ever. 

FABLE XXXIX. 

"The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

A Wolf, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one 

evening to be foraging in different parts 
of a Farmer’s yard. Their firft effort was pretty 
fuccefsful, and they returned in fafety to their 
feveral quarters : however, not fo happy, as to 
be unperceived by the Farmer's watchful eye; 
who, placing feveral kinds of fnares, made each 
of them his prifoner in the next attempt. He 
firft took the Hare to tailc, who confeffed (he had 
eaten a few turnep-tops, merely to fatisfy her 

hunger : befou 
life, and promiled never to enter his grounds 
again. He then accofted the Fox ; who in a 

O 

fawning obfeejuious tone, protefted that he came 
into hispremifes, thro’ no other motive than pure 
good yyill, to reftrain the Hares and other vermin 
from the plunder of his corn ; and that, whatever 

evil tongues might lay, he had too great a regard 

both 


ght him piteoufly to fpare her 



ORIGINAL 


FABLES 


*9 


both for him and for juftice, to he in the leaft 
capable of any difhoneft aaion. He laft of all 

examined the Wolf, what bufinefs brought btm 

within the purlieu 


of 


Farmer 


yard 


The 


it was with a 
which he had an 
that the Farmer himfelf was 

UIIUWui/iVM ■•£>—" . . , , C 

the only felon, who robbed the community of 
Wolves of what was meant to be their proper 


Wolf very impudently declared 
view of deftroying his lambs 

ndoubted right 


food 


That this, at leaft, was his opinion 


and 


whatever fate attended him, he fhould not fcruple 
o rifque his life in the purfuit of his lawful 


prey 


The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter- 
ned the caufe in the following manner. The 


Hare, faid 


deferves compaflion, for the pe 


nitence he {hews 


he has made 


A 


nd the humble confeflion 

for the Fox and Wolf, let 


them be handed together 


their crimes them 


felves alike deierve it, and are equally heightened 


by the aggravations of bypocrify and 


pude 


FABLE 


XL. 


The Snail and the Statue. 


A 


arts. 


Statue of the Medicean Ve 

grove facred to beauty 


was 


red! 


nd the fine 


Its model! attitude 


afiilfed by the fituation in which 


gant proportions 

; placed 


wa 


9 


:Ied the regard of every delicate obfe 


A Snail, who had fixed himfelf beneath the moul- 

Dedeftal. beheld with an evil eye 


d 


of the 


the admiration it excited 
his opportunity, he ftrov 

dime over every 


Wherefore, watching 



ng 


his filthy 


mb and feature, to obi 


thofe beauties which he could not end 


to hear 


fo much applauded 


An honeft linnet howe 


h 
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who obferved him at his dirty work, took the 
freedom to aflure him that he would infallibly lofe 
his labour : For altho’, faid he, to an injudicious 
eye, thou may ft fully the perfe&ions of this finifhed 
piece, yet a more accurate and clofe infpeCtor will 
admire its beauty, through all the blemiflies with 
which thou haft endeavoured to difguife it. 

FABLE XLI. 


"The Water-fall. 


F ROM the head of a narrow valley that is 

wholly overfhaded by the growth of trees, 
a large cafcade burfts forth with a luxuriance un¬ 
expected. Firft the current rufhes down a preci¬ 
pice with headlong impetuofity ; then dafhed 
from rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along 
by fragments of ftone or trunks of trees, it af- 
fumes a milk-white appearance, and fparkles 
through the gloom. All is intricacy ; all is pro- 
fufion : and the tide, however ample, appears 
yet wore confiderable by the fantaftic growth 
of roots that hide the limits of its channel. 
Th us bounding down from one defcent to ano¬ 
ther, it no fooner gains the level, than it finks 
beneath the earth, and buries all its glory at our 


ft 


A fpeChtor, privy to the fcanty fource which 
furnifhed out this grand appearance, flood one 
day in 


nd b 


] i z 




h> 


a mufing pofture, 2 
ts prodigality. Ah filly ft 


to mora 
! faid he 


thou halien to 


ft thy fource, and 


po 


llfully incur the contempt that 
Art thou ignorant that thy 


wa 


d 


are 


by no means equal to this expence ? Fear not, 
my kmd advifer. 



g r 


r 


the generous cafcade 

my mafter, who collected my 

rills 


l 



ORIGINAL FABLES. 127 

rills into a ftream, induces me to entertain his 
friends in the beft manner I am able: When 
alone, I a & with more ceconomy. 

FABLE XLII. 


The Oak and the Sycamore . 




i 


Sycamore grew befide an Oak 


and being 


X"\.not a IM* elevated by the firft warm daj 

to pour forth its leaves apace 


fpring, began 


and to defpife the naked Oak for infenfibilit\ 
and want of fpir’ ~ * 

fuperior nature, 


The Oak, confcious of 
made this ftoical reply ; Be 


my friend, fo much delighted with the firft 
addrefs of every fickle zephyr: confider the 


an 


frofts may yet return: do not afford them 
opportunity to nip thy beauties in their bud 
thou coveteft an equal (hare in all the glo 


of the rifing year. As for me, I 
fee this genial warmth 


confirmed 


nly wait to 


and 


whenever this is the cafe, I (hall perhaps difplav 
a majefty that ^ * 


will 


eafily be (haken 


B 


the tree that appears too fuddenly afte&ed by the 

firft favourable glance of fpring, will ever be the 

firft to (hed its verdure, and to droop beneath the 
frowns of 


winter 


FABLE XLIIX. 

The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 

A Wolf ranging over the foreft, came within 

the borders of a fheep-walk ; when meet¬ 
ing w ith the Shepherd s Dog, that with a furly fort 
of g rou 'l demanded his bufmefs there, he thought 
proper to put on as innocent an appearance as°he 
i0Utd > *nd protefted upon his honour that he 

G 


meant 



J 
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meant not the lead offence. I am afraid, faid 
the- Dog* the pledge of your honour is> but a 
poor depofite for your honefty: you muft not take 
it amifs, if I object to the fecurity. No flur upon 
my reputation, replied the Wolf, I beg of you. 
My fenfe of honour is as delicate, as my great 
achievements are renownedv I Would not 
leave a (lain upon my memory for the world. 
The fame of what are common!)? called great 
atchievements is very precious* to be fure, return¬ 
ed the Dog.; almoft equal to the character of 
an excellent butcher* a gallant highway-man* 
or an expert aflaflin. While the Dog was yet 
fpeaking, a lamb happened to ftoay within reach 
of our herov The remptafcton was ftroiiger than 

he was> able to refill: He fpttung upon- his prey, 
and was fcouring haftily away with iu However, 
the Dog feized, and held him, till the arrival of 
the Shepherd,, and took meafures for his execu¬ 
tion. Juft as he was going to difpatch him ; I 
obferve, fays the Dog, that one of your noble 
atchievements* is the deftru£lion of the innocent. 
You are welcome to the renown, as you are alfo 
to the reward of it. As for me, I fhall prefer the 
credit of having honeftly defended my mafter’s 
property, to any fame you have acquired by thus 

heroically invading it. 

FABLE XLIV. 

The Mufhroom and the Acorn . 

a N Acorn fell from the top of an old vene- 

rable Oak, full on the head of a Mufhroom 
that unhappily fprung up beneath it. Wound¬ 
ed by the blow, the Mufhroom complained ot 
the incivility. Impertinent upftart, replyed the 
Acorn, why didft thou, with- familiar boldnefs, 

approach 
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approach fo near to thy fuperiors? 'Shall the 
wretched offspring of a dunghill prefume to raife 
its head, on a fpot enobled by my anceftor for fo 
marry generations f I do not mean, returned the 
Mufhroom. to difpute the'honour of thy birth, 
or to put my own in competition with it. 'On the 
contrary, I muft acknowledge that I hardly know 
from Whence I fprung. But fure his merit, an^ 
not mere anceftry, that obtains the regard of 
fhofe, whofe approbation is truly valuable. I 
have little perhaps to boaft, but furely thou who 
haft thus infill ted me, canft have no pretence to 

any. J I pie afe the palates of mankind, and give'a 
poignant flavour to dheir moft elegant entertain¬ 
ments j 'while thou, with all thy boafted anceftry, 

art fit to fatten hogs alone. 

FABLE XLV. 

VVifdom and Cunning. 

A S Wifdom, in the form of a beautiful young 

lady, was travelling along the road, it hap¬ 
pened, on a time, that (he was benighted and 
loft her way. She however had not wandered 
far, when perceiving a light glimmer from a win¬ 
dow at fo me dift a nee, fhe endeavoured to diredt 
her fteps “towards the houfe where it appeared. 
This proved to be no other than the milerable 
-abode of Selfijhnefs \ who, beneath the iemblanoe 
of a churlfth and clofe-fifted peafant, had long 
taken up his refidence in thfs^onefome habitation. 
She knocked at the Ooor ; to enquire her way. 
The Lout opened it with caution; but, being 
immediately ftruck with the uncommon luftpe of 
fo fine a figure, he found his appetite awake, and 
became impatient for the gratification of it. Wif- 

G 2 dem* 
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dom, on the other hand, feeling an utter delega¬ 
tion for him, would have willingly withdrawn 
herfelfj but alas ! it was too late. He took ad¬ 
vantage of her diftefs : feized, and forced her to 
his bed. Nine months afterwards (he was deli¬ 
vered of a fquint*eyed, fallow-faced imp, unto 
whom (he could never be induced to {hew any 
marks of natural affe&ion. She would not even 
own him for her proper offspring; and he was 
put into the hands of Dullnefs , to be nurfed and 
educated at her difcretion. As he arrived to 
years of fnaturity, he was known by the name of 
Cunning. Some faint refemblance he bore of his 
Mother , procured him a degree of refpedf among 
perfons of fmall difeernment; and he {hewed 
fomewhat of her addrefs in regaid to the means by 
which he gained his ends ; but he had fo much of 
the Father , as never to extend his aims to any 
truly noble or focial atchicvement. 

FABLE XLVI. 



A S a Gold-Fifh, newly brought from the 

warm regions of the eaft, difplayed his 
beauties in the fun ; a Toad, who had long eyed 
him with no fmall degree of envy, broke out into 
this exclamation; How partial and how fantaftick 
is the favour of mankind ! regardlefs of every ex¬ 
cellence that is obvious and familiar; and only 
ffruck with what is imported from a diflant cli¬ 
mate at a large expence ! What a pompous bafon 
is here conffrudfed, and what extreme fondnefs is 
here {hewn, for this infignificant flranger ! When 
a quadrupede of my importance is neglected, 

fhun’d, and even perfecuted. Surely were I to ap¬ 
pear in China, 1 {hould receive the fame or per- 
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'haps ■grea'ttr honours than are iavifbed here upon 
this tinfel favourite. 

The <jold-fi(h, confcious of his real beauty 
and fomewhat angry to be thus in fulled by fo very 
unfightly and deform’d a creature, made this rati¬ 
onal repfly j it muft‘be confefled that the opinions 
of men, are fometimes guided by the caprice you 
mention. Yet, as for me and the reft of my tribe, 
it is well known that if we are admired in En¬ 
gland, we are not lefs admired at home : being 
there efteemed by "the greateft mandarins, fed by 
ftated officers, and lodged in bafons, as fuperb as 
any your nation has to boaft. Perhaps then, not- 
withftanding your fage remark, there are lome 
virtues and fome qualities that pleafe or diiguft 
aimoft uhiverfaHy ; and as innocence joined to beauty 
feldom fails to procure efteem, lo malice added to 
deformity will caufe as general a deteftation. 

NF ABLE XLVII. 

'The Hermit . 


A 


Certain Hermit bad fcooped his cave near 
the fummit of a lofty mountain, from 
whence he had an opportunity of furveying a 
large extent both of fea and land. He fat, one 
evening, contemplating with pleafure on the vari- 

\ • ft* r \ 1 /* t • O I. _ 


ous objects that lay diftufed before him 
woods were dreft in the brighteft verdure 
thickets adorned with the grayeft blofloms. 


I'he 
the 
The 

birds caroled beneath -the branches ; the lambs 
frolicked around the meads j the peafant whittled 
befide his team ; and the (hips driven by gentle 
gales were returning fafely into their proper har¬ 
bours. In (hort, the arrival of fpr’mg had doubly 

enlivened the whole feene before his eye ; and 

G 3 every 
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every obje& yielded a difplay either of beauty or of 

happinejs. 

On a fudden arofe a violent ftorm. The winds 
muftered all their fury, and whole forefts of oak 
lay fcattered on the ground. Darknefs inftantly 
fucceeded : hail ftones and rain were poured forth 


in cataracfts 


and 


horror to the gloom 
And now the lea 


ghtning and thunde 


added 


piled up in mountains bore 
aloft the largeft vtflels, while the horrid uproar of 
its waves drowned the fhrieks of the wretched 
mariners. When the whole tempeft had exhautted 
its fury, it was inftantly followed by the fhockof 
an earthquake. 

The poor inhabitants, of the neighbouring vil¬ 
lages flocked in crowds to our Hermit’s cave ; fully 
convinced, that his well-known fanrftity would be 
able to protect them in their diftrefs. They were 


howe 


not a little furprifed 


the profound 


tranquillity that appeared in his countenance, 
“ My friends, faid he, be not difmayed. Terrible 

to n.e , 
of < 


well as to you, would have been the 
lements we have juft beheld but that I hav 
ditated with fo much attention on the variou 
iksof Providence 




atm 


chiefs is equal to his power 


be perfuaded 


is 




FABLE XLVIII. 


The Dove. 



and young ones, 


Dove that had a mate 
happening to fpy her cage door open, was 


driven by a fudden impulfe to fly out into an 


adjacent grove 


There, perched 


upon 


the 


bough of a fycamore, fhe (at as it were wrapt in 

deep contemplation ; not recovering from her 

reverie, 
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reverie, until the owner drew nigh unfeen, and 
brought her back to her little family. 

Art thou not afhamed then, fays her mate, 
thus to defert thy helplefs offspring ? Art thou 
not bafe to abandon me , for the company of birds 
to whom thou art a ftranger ? Could I have har¬ 
boured fuch a thought ? I, who have been ever 
conftant to our firft engagement ; and muft have 
died of mere defpair, hadft thou not returned to 
my embraces ? But how, alas, returned ! Not, 
as it feems, by choice ; but infnared by dint of 
artifice, and brought hither by conftraint. 

Have patience, replied the rambler, and hear 
the plea of thy repentant mate. Witnefs all ye 
powers of wedlock, ye that know what paffes in 
the hearts of Doves, if ever, before this unhappy 
moment, I felt a wifh to part from thee ! The 
door, fo feldom open, allowed but one moment 
for deliberation, and I happened to decide amifs. 
When removed to yonder wood, the air of 
liberty breathed fo fweet, that, with horror I 
fpeak it, I felt a fufpenfe about returning to the 
cage. Pardon, I pray thee, this one crime, and 
be well affured I will relapfe no more. And that 
thou may’ft be the more induc’d to pardon it, know 
that the love of liberty burns ever the ffrongeff, 
in bofoms that are moff prone to conjugal af¬ 
fection and the love of young. 

F ABLE XLIX. 

7 'he Nightingale and the Bullfinch. 

A Nightingale and a Bullfinch occupied two 

cages in the tame apartment. 1 he Night¬ 
ingale perpetually varied her tong, and every 
effort (he made, afforded ireih entertainment. The 
Bullfinch always whiffled the lame dull tune that 

he 
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he had Jeairnrt, till all the family grew weary of 
the difguftful repetition. What is the reafon, 
faid the Bulfincb one day to his neighbour, that 
your fangs are always heard with peculiar atten¬ 
tion, while mine, I obferve, are almoft as wholly 
difregarded ? The reafon, replyed the Night¬ 
ingale, is obvious ; your audience are fufficiently 
acquainted with every note you have been taught, 
and they know your -natural abilities too well, to 
expert any thing new 'from that quarter. How 
then can you fuppofe they will liften to a fbngfter, 
from w.hom nothing native or original is to be 

expected ? 

FABLE L. 

*The Fighting Cocks and the ^Turkey. 

T W O Cocks of the genuine game-breed, 

met by chance upon the confines of their 
re fpe&ive walks. Tofuch^r^f and heroic fouls, 
the fmalleft matter imaginable affords occafion 
for difpute. They approach each other with 
pride and indignation ; they look defiance ; they 
crow a challenge ; and immediately commences 
a long and bloody battle. It was fought on 
both fides with fo much courage and dexterity; 
they gave and they received fuch deep and def- 
perate wounds ; that they both lay down upon 
the turf utterly fpent, blinded, and difabled. 
While this was their fituation, a Turkey that 
had been a fpedlator of all that palled between 
them, drew near to the field of battle, and re- 
pro 1 , ed them in this manner: “ How foolifh and 
abfurd has been your quarrel, my good neigh¬ 
bours ! A more ridiculous one could icarce have 
happened, among the moll contentious of all 
creatures, men. Becaufe you have crowed per¬ 
haps 
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haps in each other’s hearing, or that one of you 
has picked up a grain of corn upon the territories 
of his rival, you have both rendered yourfelves 
miserable for the remainder of your days. 


FABLE LI. 


The King-fijher and the Sparrow . 


A 


S a King-fifher was fitting beneath the 
(hade, upon the banks of a river; 


(he was 


of 


furprifed on a fudden by the fluttering 
Sparrow, that had eloped from the neighbour 

wn, to vifit her. When the firft compli 


a 


ing town, 
ments were over. 




How 


is 


poflible, faid the 


Sparrow, that a bird fo finely adorned 


can 


think of fpending 


her d 


ay 


the very depth 


of retirement ! The golden plumage of your 
bread:, the fhining azure of your p 


never given you 


be concealed, but 


, were 
attract 


the wonder of beholders. Why then fhould you 


endeavour to know the world, and be 


fame 

mired 


time, yourfelf 


both 


known 


and 




very complaifant at lead: 


the 

ad- 

re¬ 


plied the King-fiflier, to conclude that my being 

admired , would be the confequence of my being 
known. But it has fometimes been my lot, in the 
lonefome valleys that I frequent, to hear the 
complaints of beauty that has been neglected ; and 
of worth that has been defpifed. Poflibly it d 


not 


ays happen, that 


fup 


is 


found to excite admiration, or 


obta 


ccuragement 


I hav 


d befid 


ellence 

n en- 
not to 


build my happinefs upon the opinion of others; 

fo much as upon my own conviction, and the ap- 

Remember, I am a 

are my de¬ 


probation of my own heart 
King-fifher ; thefe woods and dreams 


light 



and fo long as they are free from winds and 

tempefts. 
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temp^fts, believe me* jl am perfe&ly content with 
my fitiration. Why therefore Ihduldl court the 
noife and bii’ftle of the world, which I find fo 
little agreeable to my 'native difpefition ? it may 
be the joy of a Sparrow to indulge his curiofity, 
and to difplay bis eloquence. 1, for my part, 
love filence, privacy, and contemplation ; and 
think that Every-one fhcifld cortfult the native 
bias of his temper, before he chufes the way of 
life in which he expetSfs to meet with happinefs. 

F A B L E LIE 

The Bee and the Spider . 

C XN -the leaves and flowers of the fame ibrub., 
f a Spider and a Bee purfued their feveral 
occupations ; the ;one covering her thighs with 
honey,; the other difiending his bag with poi- 
fon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye oblique* 
ly at the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen on 
the fuperiority of her produ&ions. And how 
happens it, laid he, in a peevifn tone, that I .am 
able to collect nothing but poiton, from the felf- 
fanne plaHt that fuppllies thee with honey ? My 
pains and induftry are not lefs than thine; in 
thdfe refpe£ls, we are each indefatigable. It 
proceeds only, replied the Bee, from our oppofite 
tempers and confftitution. The benevolence and 

fweetnefs of my diFpofitiem gives a fimilar flavour 
to every thing I touch; whereas thy malignity 
turns even that to poifbn, which by a different 

procefs had been the pureft of houey. 


INDEX. 





FABLE I. 

The Trees and the Bramble. 

H E mod worthlefs perfons are generally 
the mod prefuming. 

FABLE II. 


The Frogs dejiring a King. 

’Tis better to bear with fome defe£ts in a mild 
and gentle government, than to rifque the 
greater evils of tyranny and perfection. 

FABLE III. 


The Wolf and the Shepherds. 

We feverely cenfure that in others, which wc 
ourfelves pra&ife Without fcruple. 

FABLE IV. 


The Belly and the Members. 

The folly of wifhing to withold our part from 
the lupport of civil government. 

FABLE V. 

The Fox and the Swallow. 

We fhould well conlider, whether the removal 
of a prefent evil does not tend to introduce a 
greater. 

FABLE VI. 

The Fox and the Raven. 

* 

Wherever flattery gains admilfion, it feems to 
banifh common-fenfe. 

H F A- 


INDEX. 


FABLE VII. 

The Fox and the Stork . 

We fhould always refleCt, before we rally another, 
whether we can bear to have ( the jeft retorted. 

FABLE VIII. 

j The Daw with borrowed Feathers . 

To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed 
wit, or borrowed money, generally fubjedls us 
at laft to tenfold ridicule. 

FABLE IX. 


The Wolf and the Lamb . 

Thofe who do rtot feel the fentiments of humanity, 
will feldom liften to the pleas of reafon. 

FABLE X. 

The Mountain in Labour . 

renders an 

F ABLE XI. 

4 

The Boys and the Frogs. 

5 Tis unjuft and cruel to raife ourfelves mirth at 
the expence of another’s peace and happinefs. 

FABLE XII. 

The Lark and her Toung-ones. 

To rely principally upon our own diligence, in 
matters that concern ourfelves alone. 

FABLE XIII. 

The Stag drinking. 

The falfe eftimate we often make in preferring 
our ornamental talents to our ufeful ones. 

FABLE XIV. 

The Swallow and other Birds. 

Seme will liften to no conviction, but what they 
derive from fatal experience. 

FABLE XV. 


To raife uncommon expectations, 
ordinary event ridiculous. 


The Afs and the Lap-dog. 

The folly of attempting to recommend ourfelves, 



; 


a behaviour foreign to our charaCier. 
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INDEX. 


FABLE XVI. 

I 

The Lion and the Moufe, 

We may all need the afliftance of our inferiors; and 
(hould by no means confider the meaneft 
among them, as wholly incapable of returning 
an obligation. 

FABLE XVII. 

The Wolf and the Crane 


Tis the utmoft 


of fome men’s gratitude 


refrain from opprefling and injuring 


v* 


barely to 
their benefactors 

FABLE XVIII. 

The Countryman ' and the Snake . 

The folly of conferring either power upon the 
mifchievous, or favours on the undeferving. 


That 


fable XIX. 

The Dog and the Shadow, 

greedy difpofition often fubjeCts 



to lofe what we already poffefs 

fable 

The Sun and the Wind. 

Gentle means, on many occafions, are more 


effectual than 


FABLE 


XXI 


The Wolf and the Maflijf. 
rhat a mere competence with liberty, is prefe 
rable to fervitude amid the greateft affluence. 


FABLE XXII. 

Fortune and the School-bo 


We 


always ready 


fure fortune for the 


effeCts of our own carelefi’oefs. 

F ABLE XXIII 

The Frog and the Ox 


The filly ambition 


gard 


outward 



with our fup 

rather th 


m 

rd 


accompl ilhments 


rum 


* 


often the caufe of utter 
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FABLE XXIV. 

The Lion and other Beajls hunting. 

The great imprudence of an affociation with to® 
powerful allies. 

FABLE XXV. 

The Ant and the Fly. 

The independence acquired by induftry, prefera¬ 
ble to the moil fplendid ftate of vaflalage. 

FABLE XXVI. 

*Ike Bear and the two Friends. 

Cowards incapable of true friendlhip. 

FABLE XXVII. 

The Bull ayd the Gnat. 

The leaft confiderable of all mankind are feldora 
deftitute of (elf-importance. 

FABLE XXVIII. 

The Waj.t> and the Bees. 

The folly of arrogating to ourfelves, works, of 
which we are by no means capable. 

FABLE XXIX. 

i 

The old Man and Death. 

Men under calamity may feem to wifh for death, 

but they feldom bid him welcome when he 
Hares them in the face. 

FABLE XXX. 


Th 


The Court and the Country- Motife 


even poverty 


pe 


the greateft affl 


c.nce am 


FABLE 


ft 


e is preferable to 


ety 


XXI 


The Fox and the Goat.. 

That when we are going to encounter cliffic 

’pend more upon our own ill 


we 


fh 


ou 


d 


than the afiiitance of cur npipHbot 

FABLE XXXII 




The Farmer y the Crams , and the Stork. 

'i hofe w'ho keep bad company, muft often ex¬ 
pert to fuftlr for the mimehaviour of thCix 
companions. 


index. 


FABLE XXXIII. 

„ 'The Oak and the IVilloiv. 

The courage of meeting death in an honourable 

is more commendable than any addrefs 


caufe 


artifice we can make ufe of to evade 


FABLE XXXIV 

1 'The Boy and the Filberds 


The iureft way to gain 


ends 


moderate 


defires 


fable XXXV 


The 


o 


and the Traveller 


W 


{hould 


i 


mediately decline all commerce 


with a perfon we find to be a double dealer 


fable XXXVI 

The Horfe and ike Stag. 
Let revenge be ever fo fweet, ’tis too 
chafe at the price ofliberty. 

fable XXXVII. 

The Farmer and his Sons. 
That induftry is itfelf a treafure. 

FABLE XXXVIII 


dear a pur 


The Lion and the Gnat 


Th 


inds 


advantage gained o\ 

immediately throw 
ludden change £>f fortune 


much elevated by any 
their fuperinrs- as to be 


off their guard againft 


The 

Tis the enjoyrtn 


fable XXXIX 

and his Treafi 



i er 


of what we poffefs that alone 


gives 


fable 


XL 


Minerva's Olive 


Whatever fancy may determine 


the ftanding 


of all things is in proportion to their ufe 
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FABLE 


XLI 


There 


The Alimick and the Countryman 


no error 


feflion and partiality 


extravagant, for prepof 


FABLE XLII. 

The Dog and the Crocodile, 

*Tis ever dangerous to be long converfant with 
perfons of a bad character. 

FABLE XLIII. 

The Wolf in Difguife. 

There would be little chance of dete&ing hypo- 


crify, were it no*, always addicted to 




part 


Neither ingenuity 


FABLE XLIV 

The Bee and the Spider 


learning are intitled 


re 


gard, but in proportion as they 
the happinefs of life. 

F A B L E XLV 


bute to 


That 


The Afi and his Majler, 
often mifles its point, thro' the 


means itufes tofecure it 


To 


FABLE XLVL 

The Cock and the Fox, 
the artifice employed againft 


is an 


allowable part of felf-defence 

FABLE XL VII 


The Eagle and the Crow, 

A falfe eftimate of our own abilities, ever ex 
pofes us to ridicule, and fometimes to dan 


ger 


FABLE XLVIII. 

The Farmer and the Stag, 


Some expe£fc the thanks that are due to a civility, 

while they endeavour clandestinely to under¬ 


mine the value of it. 
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N 


D 
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FABLE XLIX 

The Lion , the Tyger , and the Fox 


The intemperate rage of 


gives the lawyer 


an 


opportunity of feizing the property in 


difpute 


FABLE 


L 


The Lion and the Afs 


A total negle& is the beft 


the generous 


make to the fcurrility of the bafe 


FABLE 


LI 


The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

Tis ever imprudent to join interefts with thofe 
who are able to impofe upon us their own 


conditions 


FABLE 


LII 


The Trumpeter 

The fomenter of mifchief, is, a 
as he who puts it in exec 

FABLE 

Vice and Fortune 
That fortune, without the 


leaft as culpable 


LIII 


of 


* 


cannot effe&ually deftroy our happinefs 


whereas 


without the help of fortune 


make us miferable to the laft extreme 


FABLE 


XIV 


The Bear and the Bees . 

T'were more prudent to acquiefce under an in¬ 
jury from a fingle perfon, than by an a& of 
vengeance to bring upon us the rage of a whol# 


in unit) 
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FABLE I. 

The Miller , his Sdn , and their Afs. 

T H E neceflity of purfuing the di£tates of 

one’s reafon, inftead of attempting to 
pleafe all mankind. 

FABLE II. 


The SorcereJs. 

There are numbers of people who would un¬ 
hinge the world, to eafe themfelves of the 


fmalleft inconvenience. 

FABLE 


III. 


The Cameleon . 

The different lights in which things appear to 

different judgments, recommend candor to the 

opinions of others, even at the time that 
we retain our own. 


FABLE IV. 

The Wolf and the Lamb. 

The young and artlefs (hould mrke caution fup- 
ply the place of years and experience. 

FABLE V. 

The Fox and the Bramble. 

We Jhould hear with patience a [mall evil, when it 
is connefted with a greater good. 

FABLE VI. 

The Falcon and the Hen. 

Different kinds of experience account for diffe¬ 
rent kinds of condu<5f. 

FABLE VII. 

The Travellers and the Money-bag . 

We cannot reafonably expetSf thofe to bear a part 
in our ill-fortune, whom we never permitted 
to fhare in our profperity. 



- 


INDEX. 
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F A B L E 


VIII 


The difcontented Afs. 

We greatly diminilh the happinefs of life, 
undervaluing all that is ftiort of perfection 



FABLE 


IX 


The two' Springs . 

There is more to be expe&ed from fedate and 
filent, than from noify, turbulent, and often- 


beginnings 


FABLE 


X 


The Butterfly and the Rofe. 

We exclaim loudly againft that inconftancy ir 
another to which we originally gave occafion 


> 


by our own 


FABLE 


XI 


*1 he Tortoife and the two Ducks . 

Curiofity often excites thofe people to hazardous 
undertakings, whom vanity and indifcretion 


& 


render totally unfit for them 

FABLE XII 

The Cat and the old Rat . 

Repeated inftances of artifice, create a fufpicion 


that is our guard againft 

FABLE 


XIII 


The Country maid and the Milk-pail. 
When we dwell much on diftant and chimerical 


advantages ; we negleCt 


prefent bufinefs 


T 


and are expofed to real misfortunes 

FABLE XIV. 

The Cormorant and the Fifhe. 


extreme folly to afk advice of an interefted 


advifer 


FABLE 


XV 


The Atheifl and the Ac 


He who difputes the exiftence of a deity, will find 
himfelf confuted by every part of nature. 


F A- 



INDEX. 


FABLE XVI. 

The Lynk and the Mole. 

We ftiould ufe the talents that are allotted, and 
are mod fuitable to our fpecies j inftead of 
difparaging thofe faculties, that are as properly 
adapted to another. 

FABLE XVII. 

The Spider and the Silk-worm. 

He that is employed in works of ufe, generally 
advantages hrmfelf or others ; while he who 
toils alone for fame, mu ft often expeCT to lofe 
his labour. 

FABLE XVIII. 

The Bee and the Fly. 

The grcatpft genius with a vindictive temper, is 
far furpaft in point of happinefs.^by men of. 

talents lefs confiderable. 

FABLE XIX. 

Genius, Virtue , and Reputation. 

That there are few things fo irreparably loft, as 
reputation. 

FABLE XX. 

The Court of Death. 

Intemperance is the great and original caufe, that 
generally fhortens human life. 

FABLE XXI. 

Indujlry and Sloth. 

Our term of life does not allow time, for long- 
protra&ed deliberations. 

FABLE XXII. 

The Hare's Ears. 

A prudent perfon will not only preferve his inno- 
cence, but avoid the confequence of any Teem¬ 
ing handlg he mav afford to his oppreflor. 

fab'l E XXIII. 

The Hermit and the Bear. 

The random zeal of inconfiderate friends, is of¬ 
ten as hurtful as the wrath of enemies. 



INDEX. 


FABLE 


XXIV 


*The Pajfenger and the Pilot. 

IVe arc no where out of the reach of providence 
either to puniih or to protect us. 


FABLE 


XXV 


The partial Judge . 

The injuries we do, and thofe we 
feldom weighed in the fame feales. 


fuffer 


are 


FABLE 


XXVI 


The Fox that had lojl his Tail. 

Tis common for men to wifh others reduced to 
their own level; and we ought to guard againft 
fuch advice, as may proceed from this principle. 


FABLE 


XXVII 


The Nobleman and his Son. 

The means fuggefted by fuperftition to fecure u: 
from misfortune, often bring it upon our heads 


F A BLE 


XXVill 


Jupiter and the Herdfman. 

Were our ill-judged prayers to be always granted 
how many would be ruined at their own requeft 


FABLE 


XXIX 


The Eagle and the Owl 


The partiality of parents 


often makes them 


felves ridiculous, and their children unhappy 

FABLE XXX. 


The Plague among the Beajls. 

The poor and helplefs undergo thofe punifhments 
for fmall and trivial offences; which the rich 
and powerful efcape, for crimes of a much 

blacker nature. 

FABLE XXXI. 

The Cat , the Cock , and a young Moufe ♦ 

If we truft merely to outward appearances, we 
ftiali often err in diftinguilhing betwixt our 

enemies and our friends. 
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fable xxxii. 

The Farmer afid kis Dog. 

The greater room there appears for refentment 


the more careful fhould we be 


not 


perfbn 


accufe 


Men 


FABLE XXXIII 

Ihe Gnat and the Bee. 


sxpoftulate to little purpofe, when their 
own example confutes their argument.’ 

FABLE XXXIV. 

The Owl and the Eagle. 

Narrow minds think the fyflem of the univerfe 
Ihould have been contrived to fuit themfelves 


a 1 an 


e. 


FABLE XXXV 


The Lion 


the JVolE and the Fox 


Men who meditate milchief, fuggeft the fame t< 

erally pay dear for their fro 


ot h e r s 


d 


ward gratifications 

FABLE XXXVI. 

The Blind Man and the Lame . 

The wants and weakneffes of individuals forfti th 
connexions of fociety. 

fable XXXVIL 


The Lion , the Bear , and the Monkey. 

It is often more prudent to fupprels our fentiments 
than either to flatter or to rail. 

FABLE XXXVIII. 

The Owl and the Nightingale. 

Tis natural for a pedant to defpiieihofearts, which 
polifh our manners, and would extirpatepedantry. 

FABLE XXXIX. 

The Ant and the Can rtilhar. 


Boys of no wry 


prom 



become the greateft men 

FABLE 

The two Foxe. 


pea ranees, often 


XL 


We Ihould ever guard againfl: thofe vices, that 
are chiefly incident to our times of life : excels 
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and 


whilft we are young ; and egregious 


parfimony as we grow in years 


FABLE 


XLI 


The conceited Owl. 

Schemes of ambition, without proper talents, 
always terminate in difgrace. 

FABLE XLII. 

The Fox and the Cat. 

Perfons may write fine fyftems of morality. 


who 


pra&ifed a fingl 

FABLE 


XLIII 


' The two Horjes. 

The object of our pride, is often the caufe of 


misfort 


Th 


FABLE XLIV. 

The Dove and the Ant. 
ft important a&s of gratitude are oft 


performed by the moft unlikely inftxuments 


FABLE XLV 

The Parrot 


of wiftlom, is 


Gravity, tho’ fometimes the mien 

often found to be the mafk of ignorance 

FABLE XLVI. 

The Cat and the Bat. 

Inclination feems to have got the ftart of duty 
when we leek to find it in books of cafuiftry. 

FABLE XLVII. 

The two Lizards. 

The fuperior fafety of an obfcure and humbl 

high 

o 


e 


ftation is a balance for the honours of 
and envied life. 

FABLE XLVUL 

"Jupiter s Lottery. 

Folly palling with men for wifdom, makes each 
contented with -his own (hare of underftandin^ - . 

FABLE XLIX. ° 

The litigious Cats. 

The fcales of Judi cature are feldom pois’d ’till 
. there is little or nothing remains in either. 





INDEX. 

F A B L E L. 

The two Dogs . 

Our own moderation will notfecure us from diflur- 
bance, if we conned ourfelves with men of tur¬ 
bulent and litigious difpofitions. 

FABLE LI. 

Death and Cupid, 

The young fhould not a& as tho* they were ex¬ 
empt from Death; nor the old forget to guard 
again!! the fooleries of Love. 

FABLE LII. 

The Mock-bird. 

0 

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perfons 
who poffefs no one talent befide. 

FABLE LIII. 

The Spectacles. 

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, 
as tho’ each faw them thro ? a different me¬ 
dium ; our attachment to thefe opinions as 
fix’d and firm, as tho* ail faw them through 
the medium of truth. 
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K 


T 


FABLE 


I. 


The Red-hreajl and the Sparrow . 

HAT imitation may be pardonable, where 

emulation would be prefumptuous. 


FABLE 


II. 


The two 



ees. 


The advantage of moderation, 


and 


extreme 


folly of intemperance, 
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FABLE 


III 


The Diamond and the Glow-worm. 

'That a ftrong point of light is a£ favourable to 


merit 


deftru&ive to impofture 


FABLE 


IV 


The Qftricb and the Pelican 


That the pleafures of parental fondnefs, make 


large amends for 


FABLE 


V 


The Hounds in Couph 


That mutual compliances 
trimonial happinefs 


eceflary to ma 


FABLE 


VI 


M 


The Mifer and the Magpye . 
tn are feldom found to condemn themfelves ; 
otherwife than by the cenfures they pafs upon 
their own faults, in other people. 


FABLE 


VII 


The Senfitive-Plant and the Thiftle. 

That both a mild difpofition, and a vindi&ive 
temper generally meet with fuitable rerurn. 

FABLE VIII. 

The Poet and the Death-watch „ 

The fuggeftions of vanity are as delufi 
of fuperftitio 


thofe 


F A B L F 


IX 


Pythagoras and the Critic . 

The folly of eftimatmg the works of oth 


the foie 


ftanda 


rd of 



our 


FABLE 

The Bear 


X 


ceptions 


The rudenefs of confidering religious opinions as 
the proper object of ridicule. 


F A B L E 


XI. 


The Stork and the Crow . 

The weak neb ol placing the tfience of religion, 
in the mere ooiei vance of rites and cere- 


ii-ionicb. 



INDEX. 


FABLE XII. 

Echo and the Owl. 

The vain believe their imaginary perfe&ious etv* 
.profs the attention of all mankind. 

FABLE XIII. 

Prometheus . 

The bleffing of hope is better adapted to the date 
of mortals, than the gift of prefcience. 

FABLE XIV. 

Mnmus. 

That it is hardly poflible to deprive malevolence 

of every occafion for a cavil. 

FABLE XV. 

*The Butterfly , the fnail y and the Bee. 

Fops may boaft of their extenfive travels, but’tis 
only a few difeerning perfons that make the 
proper ufe of them. 

FABLE XVI. 

The Tuberofe and the Sunflower. 

The folly of refting in fecond caufes, without 
reference to the firft. 

FABLE XVII. 

The Magpye and the Raven. 

The fop who prides himftlf upon a large acquain¬ 
tance, is but feldom capable of real friend fhip. 

FABLE XVIII. 

The Diamond and the Loadflone. 

That the gieateft merit is often concealed under 
the rnoft unpromifmg appearances. 

FABLE XIX. 

The Boy and the Nettle. 

There are certain perfons who require to be 
treated rather with fpirit and refolution, than 
either tendernefs or delicacy. 

FABLE XX. 

The Aionfler in the Sun. 

The fault we many times impute to a charadfer, 
is only to be found in the mind of the obferver. 



INDEX. 


F A B L E XXI 

The difconttnted Bee 


The pleafures of life were a ballancc for the 


pains 


did we not increafe 


latter 



our 


own perverfenefs 


FABLE XXII 

‘The Snipe-fhooter 


That we often mifs 


point by dividing our 


attention. 


FABLE XXIII 

The Beggar and his Dog 


hofe 


flandcr is 


The mifery of depending upon Patrons 
charity has too much to do at home. 

FABLE XXIV. 

The Sun and the Vapour. 

Truth, tho’ vanifhed, returns again ; 
never of a durable nature. 

FABLE XXV. 

4 

Love and Folly . 

That folly has often too great an influence in th 
dire&ion of our amours. 

FABLE XXVI. 

The Eclipfe . 

The favours of the great are too often obfhucfled 
bvthe invidious officesof their mean dependents 

J * _ . T 


FABLE XXVII 

The Boy and the Butterfly 


A 


A 



i immoderate purfuit of pleafure, is generally 
deftru£tive of its objedl. 

FABLE XXVIIL 

The toad and the Ephemeron. 
lazy reliance on the antiquity of a family, 
far lefs honourable than an honeft indufhy. 

FABLE XXIX. 

The Peacock. 

The parade and ceremony belonging to the great, 

often a reftraint upon their freedom and 


are 


* 


& i v i ty 



INDEX. 

FA B £ E XXX. 

The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

Never to eftimate things beyond our reach, by the 
narrow ftandard of our own capacities. 

FABLE XXXI. 

The Elm Tree and the Vine. 

People who pride themfelves upon their indepen¬ 
dence, often flight oeconomy, the foie founda¬ 
tion of it. 

FABLE XXXII. ' 

The Laurujlintis and the Rofe. 

That friend is highly to be refpe&ed at all times, 
whofe friendfhip is chiefly diftinguiftied in ad- 
verflty. 

FABLE XXXIII. 

The Senfitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 

That an excefs of delicacy is to be confldered ra¬ 
ther as an infirmity, than as a virtue. 

FABLE XXXIV. 

The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon. 

On the facility of conquering many evils at firft, 
which being long negle&ed become uniur- 
mountable. 

F A BLE XXXV. 

The Tulip and the Rofe. 

External beauty will often captivate ; but ’tis in¬ 
ternal merit that fecures the conqueft. 

FABLE XXXVI. 

The Woodcock and the Mallard. 

A voracious appetite, and a iondnefs for dainties, 
equally rake off our attention from more ma¬ 
terial concerns. 

FABLE XXXVII. 


The Trouts and the Gudgeon. 

A perfon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where 
thefirjj miftake is irretrievable, or fatal. 

FABLE XXXVIII. 

The Stars and the Sky-rocket . 

The vulgar are captivated by the works of art; but 




N 


D 



a £&i ~ 


X 


the philofopher admires the works of Mature 


FABLE XXXIX 

The Farmer and Ms three Enemies 


Tihat 


humility 


extenuates 


any crime 


of 


which hypocr’dy and impudence are equal 
aggravations 



FABLE 

The Snail and the Statue. 

% + 

’Tis the fate of envy to attack thofe charac 
ters that are fuperior to its malice. 


FABLE 


XLI 


The Water-fall. 

A generous nature wHI find refources in ceco- 
nomy for the occafional exertion of benefi¬ 
cence and bofpitality. 

FABLE XLIL 

The Oak and the Sycamore. 

That he who is puffed up with the leaft gale of 
prpfperity, will as Suddenly fink beneath the 
blafts of misfortune. 

FABLE XLI II. 

The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 

That common honefty is a better principle, than 
what we often compliment with the name of 


heroifm 


FABLE XLIV. 

The Mujhroom and the Acorn 


The man who values himfelf too highly upon his 
birth, has leldom much claim to any other merit. 

FABLE XLV. 

Wifdom and Cunning . 

Cunning feems to differ from wiidom. 


more 


the end th 


propofes to itfelf, than 


the 


means that it employs 


FABLE XL VI. 

The Toad and the Gold-Fijh. 

Beauty join’d with innocence is univerfally re- 


fp e £1 e d 


ly abhorred 


added to deformity as uni 
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XL VII 


Tfo Hermit 


The goodnefs of Providence, apparent in his 


works 


proper motive for 


tranquillity 


amidft every exertion of his power 

FABLE XLVIII. 

The Dove . 


The love of liberty 


well conftituted minds 


holds a place little inferior to that of natural 


afFe&ion 



ABLE XLIX 


The Nightingale and the Bullfinch . 
Learning is undoubtedly of the utmoft advantage 
to real genius: yet, when put in compe- 
. tition, the funds of the one are limited, and 

of the other, inexhauftible. 

FABLE L. 

The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey . 
Litigious perfons rarely weigh the caufe, together 
with the confequence, of their impetuofity. 


FABLE 


LI 


The King-fijher and the Sparrow . 

Men’s natural tempers will beft direct them to 
their proper fphere, in the purfuit of happinefs. 


FABLE 


LII 


The Spider and the Bee . 

That the candid reader will reap improvement 


where the froward 
cenfure. 


finds 
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